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PREFACE. 



C^NE of the demands of the present day in educa- 
J tional work is small text-books, in which are 
given a it'N fundamental facts and principles as a basis 
for future attainments. The present work is intended 
to conform to this requirement. It aims to give just 
such and so much literary information as is indispens- 
able to the learner ; to show the growth of our litera- 
ture through its various eras ; to present a concise view 
of the lives and characters of its great representative 
authors ; and to bring forth from the thought-treas- 
ures of our language a variety of literary gems for 
the enrichment of the mind of the student. It is 
calculated to impart both knowledge and culture — 
knowledge by its historic facts, culture by its philo- 
sophical development and its illustrative and thought- 
awakening extracts. The memorizing of extracts has 
long been recognized by educators as one of the 
most efficient means of culture. Every beautiful sen- 
timent implanted in the fertile mind of youth is a 
seed-truth that will yield a perennial harvest of good 
thoughts developed into worthy acts. Hoping that 
this little work may be the means of giving a new 
interest to the study of pure literature, and sowing in 
many a heart the fructifying seeds of truth, the author 
herewith submits it to an indulgent public. 

MiLLERSVILLE, Pa. 



Prefatory Note to New Edition. 

In the edition herewith presented a few errors in dates, etc., 
have been corrected; and such changes and additions made as 
the progress of literature required and experience suggested. In 
particular the view has been extended so as to embrace the later 
Victorian and American authors, or what may be called living 
literature. The plan of the work, which experience has shown 
to be practical and effective, not only in storing the mind with 
useful facts, but also in cultivating a taste for good authors and a 
love for literary study, remains unchanged ; and it is hoped that 
the book in its new form will, even more than in the past, com- 
mend itself to teachers and students. 

W. 
January I, 1898. 



SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS. 

It is not intended that all the extracts shall be committed to memory. Let 
the teacher select those that are best suited to the mind of the pupiU Nor 
IS it necessary that all the authors should be studied. If a very brief course 
be desirable, attention may be given to the following authors only .— 

English : Shakspeare, Milton, Dryden, Pope, Addison, Goldsmith, Burns, 
Johnson, Byron, Wordsworth, Scott, Tennyson, Macaulay, and Dickens. 

American: Franklin, Bryant, Longfellow, Whittier, Lowell, Holmes, 
Irving, Prescott, Bancroft, Hawthorne, Everett, and Emerson. 

If the lessons are dictated to pupils, they should afterwards be written out 
^nd handed in as an exercise. Such exercises are excellent language lessons. 
It is also recommended that pupils be required to express in prose the 
meaning of the poetical extracts they learn. And if the teacher will supple- 
ment the extracts by reaiUng aloud some choice selection from the same 
author he will add greatly to the value of the lessons. An intelligent 
teacher may in many ways make the work tributary to literary culture. 

In r^ard to the extracts it is proper to say that they were sometimes chosen 
t£ account of some peculiar beauty of thought or language, and sometimes to 
iUustrate the author's peculiarities of style. Of course no short extract can 
give an adequate idea of the character of a work as a whole. 

The brief notices in fine print (pp. xx, z6. etc.) are not to be recited. They 
are attended to give a general view of the field of literature, and to guide the 
student in his future reading. Writers on theology^ medicine ^ law^ etc,, art 
not mentioned, unless they are also distinguished in general literature, 
iv 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Definitions. — Literature is thought expressed in writing. 

English Literature is the literature of the English language, 
wherever produced; but it is sometimes divided, for conveni- 
ence, into English literature proper — the literature produced in 
England ; and American literature — ^the literature produced in 
America. 

Forms. — Literature exists in two forms, — Poetry and Prose. 

Poetry. — Poetry is imaginative composition in metrica. form. 
It is of eight kinds, — Epic, Dramatic, Narrative and Descriptive, 
Lyric, Didactic, Pastoral, Elegiac, and Humorous. 

An Epic poem is a long poefic recital of some great event. Examples : 
Homer's Iliad, Milton's Paradise Lost. 

Dramatic poetry is poetry in the form of dialogue. It is of two kinds,— 
tragedies and comedies. The finest dramas in the world are those of Shak- 
speare. Examples: Hamlet (trageay), Merchant of Venice (comedy). 

A Narrative poem is a tale in verse. A Descriptive poem is one that 
describes something. Narration and description are generally combined. 
Examples : Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, Scott's Lady of the Lake. 

Lyric poetry is poetry suitable for music. It includes Psalms, Hymns, 
Songs, Odes, and Sonnets. Examples : Shelley's Skylark, Wordsworth's 
Ode to Duty, Moore's Last Rose of Summer, etc. 

Didactic poetry is poetry designed chiefly to instruct. Exampies : Pope's 
Essay on Man, Wordsworth's Excursion, Bryant's Thanatopsis. 

Pastoral poetry is poetry descriptive of country life. Examples : ^liiu 
tier's Snow-Bound, Tennyson's Enoch Arden, Taylor's Lars. 

Elegiac poetry is poetry commemorative of the dead. Examples : Gray's 
Elegy written in a Country Churchyard, Tennyson's In Memoriam. 

Humorous poetry is poetry of an amusing character. Examples : Cow|.er's 
John Gilpin, Saxe^s Proud Miss McBride. 

Prose. — Prose is composition without metre or rhjrme. It is 
of nine kinds, — History, Biography, Novels, Travels, Letters, 
Reviews, Essays, Treatises, and Discourses. 

(7^ 



8 INTRODUCTION. 

History is a record of past events. Examples : Hume's History of Eni;- 
land, Bancroft's History of the United States. 

A Biography is an account of the life of an individual. Ebcample : Irving's 
Life of Washington. To this class belong autobiographies and diaries. 

A Novel is a fictitious story. Among the best examples are the novels of 
Scott, Thackeray, and Dickens. 

A Book of Travelsvi a record of the experiences and observations of a trav- 
eller. Examples : Bayard Taylor's Views Afoot, etc. 

A Letter is a composition addressed to a particular person. Letters are 
generally included in biography. Example : Life and Letters of Lord Byron. 

A Review is a long article founded on some literary work. Among tne best 
reviews are those of Macaulay, Lowell, and Whipple. 

An Essay is a brief and somewhat informal composition on any subject 
Among the best essays are those of Lord Bacon, Addison, and Lamb (Elia) 

A Treatise is a composition setting forth in a systematic manner the prin> 
ciples of some science or art. Examples : Haven's Mental Science, Brooks's 
Geometry. 

A Discourse is k. composition intended to be read aloud or spoken by the 
writer. Discourses are of five kinds, — Orations, Addresses, Sermons, Lec- 
tures, and Speeches. 

Parts. — ^Though English literature embraces all works written 
in the English language, whether produced in England or 
America; yet it is practically most convenient to consider the 
literature of each country separately, and this plan has been 
adopted in the present work. 

Most of the biographical sketches are followed by one or more 
extracts to be memorized ; and in order to afford still further op- 
portunity of thought-culture, and to illustrate more fully the variety 
and richness of our literature, a collection of literary gems has 
been added as a separate division. 

The body of the work consists, therefore, of three parts : — 

Part I. The Literature of England. 
Part II. The Literature of America. 
Part III. A Casket of Thought-Gems. 



COMMON-SCHOOL LITERATURE. 



PART I. 
THE LITERATURE OF ENGLAND. 



INTRODUCTION. 

ORIGIN. — English literature may be said to have begun with 
Chaucer, about the middle of the fourteenth century. There 
are works that were written much earlier, but they are in a lan« 
guage so different from modem English that they cannot be read 
without a glossary. The works produced in England from about 
450 to 1050 A. D., were in Anglo-Saxon, now a dead language. 
Those produced between 1050 and 1350 were in a dialect which 
was neither Anglo-Saxon nor English, but a mixture of the two, 
approximating more and more, toward the close of the period, to 
the language of Shakspeare. The dialect used during the first 
port of this interval, say from 1050 to 1200, is known as Semi- 
Saxon; that used during the last part of it is known as Old 
English. 

Periods. — We find that literature at different times has dif- 
ferent characteristics, varying with the intellectual, social, and 
political conditions that prevail in the nation. It is thus possible 
to divide the literature of a people into certain epochs or periods 
more or less marked. Of course there is and can be no sharp 
dividing line between these periods : literature is not a succession 
of pools, but a continuous stream, sometimes widening, sometimes 
narrowing, but ever flowing on. Since these divisions are to some 

(9) 
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10 COMMON-SCHOOL LITRRATURB, 

extent arbitrary, we have in this work fixed them at such dates as 
we easily remembered. 

We find in English Literature nine of these periods : — 

Period I. The Age of Chaucer, 1350-1400 

Period II. The Age of Caxton, 1400-1550. 

Period III. The Elizabethan Age, 1 550-1625. 

Period IV. The Age of Milton, 1 625-1660. 

Period V. The Age of the Restoration, 1660-1700. 

Period VI. The Age of Queen Anne, 1700-1750. 

Period VII. The Age of Johnson, 1750-1800. 
, Period VIII. The Age of Scott, 1800-1837. 

Period IX. The Victorian Age, 1837 to the present time. 



PERIOD 1 AGE OF CHAUCER. 

1 350- MOO- 

(Edward III., Richard II., Henry IV.) 

THIS age is memorable in history on account of the military 
glories of Edw. III. and his heroic son the Black IVince ; 
by which the Saxon and Norman elements of the people were 
united, a national sentiment established, and the supremacy of 
England secured. It was also a period of religious agitation, of 
awakening thought, and of vigorous protest against the abuses and 
corruption that had invaded the church. At this time were sown, 
by Wyckliffe and others, the seeds that produced, more than a cen- 
tury later, the English Reformation under Henry VIII. 

The chief literary representative of this age is our first great 
poet, Geoffrey Chaucer. 

GEOFFREY CHAUCER. 
Geofirey Chaucer (1340- 1400), known as "the father of English 
poetry," was not only the earliest of our great poets, but was also 
the only author of the first class that England produced till the 
middle of the sixteenth century. His principal work is the Can^ 
terbury Tales, It consists of twenty-four stories supposed to have 



»* * 
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AGE OF CAXTON, 11 

been told by a company of pilgrims on tbeir way to Canterbury, 
with z., Prologue and connecting narrations. 

EXTRACTS. 

1. 

Truth is the highest thing a man may keep. 

II. 

Of study took he moste* care and heed ; 
Not a word spake he more than was nede, 
And that was said in forme and reverence, 
And short and quicke, and ful of high sentence ; 
Souning in moral vertue was his speche, 
And gladly wolde he leme and gladly teche. 

Prologue: The Clerk (Student), 

OTHER AUTHORS OF THIS AGE. 

John Wyckliffk (1324-1384), a learned preacher, sometimes called "The 
Morning Star of the Reformation/' author of the first English Translation of 
the whole Bible. 

WiLUAM Langlano (about 1333-1400), author of a powerful allegorical 
poem entitled Piers Plowman. 

John Gowbr (1330 7-1402), called by Chaucer " Moral Gower," author ol 
a long, tedious poem entitled Confessio Amantis (A Lover's Confession). 

Sir John Mandbvillb (1300-1373), author of a book of Travels. 



PERIOD II AGE OF CAXTON. 

1400-1550. 

(Henry V., Henry VI., Edward IV., Edward V., Richard III., Henry VII., 

Henry VIII., Edward VI., Mary.) 

THIS was an age of turmoil, and it gave rise to no great author. 
It is celebrated in history on account of four great events : 

1. The invention of printing, and its introduction into England 
by Caxton; 

2. The Discovery of America ; 

3. The Wars of the Roses ; 

4. The Protestant Reformation in England under Henry VIII. 

* lu reading Chaucer it is often necessary to sound e final, to piescnre the 
metre. 
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AUTHORS OF THIS AGE. 

William Caxton (141 2-1492), the first English printer. The 
first book printed in England was T/u Game and Flay of Chess, 

John Skelton (1460-1529), a satirical poet, first "Poet- 
Laureate," tuior to the Duke of York, afterwards Henry VIII., 
author of Colin Clout, Book of the Sparrow, etc. 

Sir Thomas Wyatt (1503-1542), a statesman and lyric poet. 
His best poems are his love songs. 

Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey (1516-1547), a writer of 
sonnets and songs, and first writer of blank verse. He was exe- 
cuted by the King upon an absurd charge of treason. 

Sir Thomas More (1480-1535), Chancellor to Henry VIII., 
executed because he refused to assist the King in getting a divorce 
from Catharine. Author of Utopia, a prose romance. 

Tyndale (1480- 1 536) and Coverdale (1487- 1568), transla- 
tors of the Bible. Henry VIII. caused Tyndale to be burned. 



PERIOD m ELIZABETHAN AGE. 

1550-1625. 

(Reigns of Elizabeth and James I.) 

THIS is the most glorious era of English literature. No other 
age presents such a splendid array of great names, such 
originality, such creative energy ; and no other has added so many 
grand ideas to the mental treasures of the race. Nature at this 
time seems to have been prodigal of great men. Within a period 
of eleven years (1553 to 1564) she produced three writers — Spen- 
ser, Shakspeare, and Bacon — either of whom would have made 
any age illustrious ; besides many others, who, had they lived in 
any other period, would have stood in the first rank of authors. 

Among the chief literary events of the age were the rise and 
marvellous development of the English drama, and the revision of 
the English Bible (Protestant version) under King James, in 161 1. 

Its chief historical events were the restoration of Protestant 
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supremacy, the execution of Mary Queen of Scots, and the 
destruction of the Spanbh Armada. 

We select as its literary representatives the three ah*eady men- 
tioned, — Spenser, Shakspeare, and Bacon. 



SPENSER. 1553-1599. 

Edmund Spenser, whose name stands second on the roll of great 
English poets, was born in London in 1553; received a liberal 
education; was introduced at Court by Sir Philip Sidney ; received 
from the Queen a grant of land in Ireland, where he spent several 
years of his life ; finally, in 1599, was driven from his castle by a 
mob, and died soon after in London, at the age of forty-six. He 
was a man of pure character, elegant culture, and rare genius — 
one of the brightest ornaments of Elizabeth's reign. 

His principal work is The Faerie Queene, a long allegory in six 
books, setting forth the excellence of holiness, temperance, chastity, 
justice, courtesy, and friendship, under the guise of knights. It is 
distinguished for the fertility of its invention, the beauty of its de- 
scriptions, and the wealth of its imagery. Among the best of his 
other poems are his Epithalatniofiy or marriage song, Hymns of 
Lave, Beauty, Heavenly Love, and Heavenly Beauty, and hit 

exquisite Sonnets, 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

Oh, how can beauty master the most strong, 
And simple truth subdue avenging wrong 1 

Faerie Queene, Bk, /., Canto IIL 

II. 

At last the golden oriental gate 

Of greatest heaven 'gan to open fair. 

And Phoebus, fresh as bridegroom to his mate, 

Came dancing forth, shaking his dewy hair. 

And hurled his glistening beams through gloomy air. 

F, Q,, Bk. /., Canto V, 
III. 

MINISTERING ANGELS. 

And is there care in heaven ? And is there love 
In heavenly spirits to these creatures base, 
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That may compassion of their evils move ? 
There is ; else much more wretched were the case 
Of men than beasts : but oh, the exceeding grace 
Of highest God, that loves his creatures so, 
And all his works with mercy doth embrace, 
That blessed angels he sends to and fro. 
To serve to wicked man, to serve his wicked foe ? 

How oft do they their silver bowers leave 
To come to succor us that succor want 1 
How oft do they with golden pinions cleave 
The flitting skies, like flying pursuivant, 
Against foul fiends to aid us militant I 
They for us fight, they watch and duly ward. 
And their briglit squadrons round about us plant,— 
And all for love and nothing for reward : 
Oh, why should Heavenly God to men have such regard ? 

A Q., Bk. IL, Canto VIIL 



SHAKSPEARE. 1564-1616. 

William Shakspeare, the greatest dramatist, and probably the 
greatest genius, of all time, was bom at Stratford-upon-Avon, in 
1564. His boyhood was passed in his native village, where, 
when about eighteen, he married Ann Hathaway, a woman 
eight years older than himself. Soon after he went to London, 
where he became successively an actor, a dramatist, and a theatri- 
cal manager. Having obtained both fame and fortune,.he retired 
in 161 1 to Stratford, where he died in 1 616, on his fifty-second 
birthday. 

His greatest works are his dramas, thirty-seven in number. 
These may be classified, as to their nature, into Tragedies and 
Comedies ; as to their origin, into Historical and Fictitious. The 
historical plays may be still further divided into Authentic and 
Legendary. Among the best of his tragedies are Hamlet^ Mac- 
beth^ Oihello, and King Lear; among the best comedies, Tki 
Merchant of Venice, As you Like it, and Midsummer Nighfs 
Dream ; among the best historical plays, Julius Casar, King 
Henry /K, King Henry V., and King Richard IIL 
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EXTRACTS. 

I. 
Neither a borrower nor a lender be ; 
For loan oft loses both itself and friend, 
And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry. Ilamlei, 

II. 

This above all— to thine own self be true, 

And it must follow, as the night the day, 

Thou canst not then be false to any man. Hamlet, 

III. 

Sweet are the uses of adversity. 

Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous. 

Wears yet a precious jewel in his head ; 

And this our life, exempt from public haunt, 

Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks. 

Sermons in stones, and good in everything. 

As you Lik: iU 

The poet's eye, in a fine frenzy rolling. 

Doth glance from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven ; 

And, as imagination bodies forth 

The forms of things unknown, the poet's pen 

Turns them to shapes, and gives to airy nothing 

A local habitation and a name. 

Midsummer Nighfs Dream, 

V. 

These our actors. 
As I foretold you, were all spirits, and 
Are melted into air, into thin air ; 
And, like the baseless fabric of this vision. 
The cloud-capped towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself. 
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve. 
And like this insubstantial pageant faded. 
Leave not a rack behind. We are such stuff 
As dreams are made of, and our little life 
Is rounded with a sleep. TTie Tempest, 



BACON. 1561-1626. 

Sir Francis Bacon, known as Lord Bacon, was bom in 156 1, and 
died in 1626. After his graduation he spent some time in travel, 
then studied law, and rapidly rose from one honor to another, until 
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he became Viscount St. Albans and Lord High Chancellor of 
England. Finally, being convicted of accepting bribes, he was re- 
moved from office, banished from court, and heavily fined. Bacon 
was in many respects one of the greatest men that ever lived, but 
he is especially honored as " the father of inductive philosophy." 
His most profound work is Novum Organum (The New Organ), 
but his most popular one is his Essays. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 
Knowledge is power. 

II. 

No pleasure is comparable to the standing on the vantage-ground 
of truth. 

III. 

A little philosophy inclineth a man's mind to atheism, but depth 
in philosophy bringeth men's minds about to religion. 



OTHER AUTHORS OF THIS AGE. 

NON-DRAMATIC rOBTS. 

Thomas Sackvillb (1536-1608), Earl of Dorset, author of Mirror for Mag- 
Istrates. 

RoBBRT Southwell (1560-1595), a devout poet, memorable alike for his 
Bufferings and his genius. Being a Jesuit, he died a martyr to his religioa. 
Author of St. Peter's Complaint, Magdalene's Tears, Content and Rich, etc 

Samubl Danibl (1562-1619), known as ** well-languaged Darnel," anthoi 
of Musophilus, and History of the Wars of the Roses. 

MicHABL Drayton (1563-1631), author of Polyolbion and many oChw 
poems. 

Gborgb Hbrbbrt (z593'i633), known as *^Holy George Herbert," anthoi 
of The Temple, and 1 he Country Parson. One of the best of cor 
poets. 

dramatic ports. 

Christophbr Marlovtb (1564-Z593), the greatest dramatist befbro! 
peare, auihor of Tamburlane and Faustus. 

Bbn Jonson (1574-1637), second to Shakspeare only, author of EvarylfMl 
in his Humor, Volpone, or the Fox, Sejanus, etc. 

Bbaumont and Flbtchbr, very popular in their day, wrote TWo Nolili 
Kinsmen, Rule a Wife and Have a Wife, Faithful Shepherdess, and wtmwcg 
other works. Some were written by them jointly, some by Fletcher alooa. 

Philip Massingbr (1584-1640), author of Duke of Milan, Fatal Dowry, 
New Way to Pay Old Debts, etc. 
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Wbbsi br^ Ford, Chapman, Shirlbt, and several others, were aIso du> 
tinguished dramatists of the second class. 

PROSB WRITERS. 

Sir Philip Sidnby (1554-1586), one of the most chlvalrotis gentlemen and 
accomplished writers of this age, author of Arcadia, a prose romance ; Defencc 
of Poesy ; and some beautiful Sonnets. 

Sib Walter Raleigh(i5S3-i6i8), courtier, soldier, adventurer, and trriter, 
author of History of the World (written in prison), and several poems of 
much merit. He was executed by order of James I. 

Roger Asciiam (15 15-1568), tutor of Princess (afterward Queen) Elizabeth, 
and author of Toxophilus (archery), and The Schoolmaster. 

Richard Hooker (1553-1600), a learned and eloquent divine, author of 
Ecclesiastical Polity. 



PERIOD IV AGE OF MILTON. 

1625 — 1660. 

(Reign of Charles I. and Protectorate of Cromwell.) 

THIS was an age of fierce political and religious controversy. 
It witnessed the trial and execution of Charles I., the wars of 
the Cavaliers and Roundheads, and the rise and fall of the Com- 
monwealth and Protectorate. It was not favorable to authorship, 
hence but few works were produced, and these were mostly 
of a religious and controversial character. Of the authors who 
lived during this period, there were, however, a few of great ex- 
cellence. Of these the most celebrated are John Milton and John 
Bunyan. 



MILTON. 1 608-1 674. 

John Milton, the greatest of English poets since Shakspeare, 
was born in 1608, and died in 1 674. Having spent seven years 
at the university and five years in studious retirement at home, he 
set out, at the age of thirty, on a continental tour; but returned on 
the breaking out of the civil war, and soon after entered the ser- 
vice of Cromwell as Latin secretary, and contributed powerfully 

by his pen to the success of the Puritan cause. On theRestora- 
2 
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don, he was forced into retirement, and devoted himself, in pov- 
erty, blindness, and political disgrace, to the compocition of his 
^eat epic. 

Milton*s principal poetical works are — Paradise LostyParaJiu 
Regained t Samson Agonistes (a drama), Comus (a masque), L^Al- 
iegrOf II Fenseroso, Hymn to the Nativity, 

The best of his prose works is Areopagitica^ a Plea for Un- 
licensed Printing, 

EXTRACTS. 

1. 

Mom, 
'Waked by the circling hours, with rosy hands 
Unbarred the gates of light. Par, Z., £k, VL 

II. 

Grace was in all her steps, heaven in her eye. 

In every gesture dignity and love. P, L.,Bk, VIIL 

III. 

Accuse not Nature, she hath done her port. 

Do thou but thine. P, Z., Bk, VIIL 

IV. 

Virtue could see to do what virtue would, 

By her own radiant light, though sun and moon 

Were in the flat sea sunk. Comus, 

V. 

A thousand fantasies 
Begin to throng into my memory. 
Of calling shapes, and beckoning shadows dire, 
And airy tongues that syllable men's names 
On sands and shores and desert wildernesses. 

Comus, 



BUNYAN. i62»-i688. 

John Bunyan, at first a poor, profane tinker, wrote, after his 
conversion, and while confined in Bedford jail, the greatest alle- 
gory in the world, PilgrinCs Progress, It has been translated 
into nearly every language, and has probably exerted a wider 
influence than any other religious book except the Bible. 
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EXTRACT. 
He that forgets his friend is ungrateful to him ; but he that for- 
gets his Saviour is unmerciful to himself. 



OTHER AUTHORS OF THIS AGE. 

POSTS. 

Edmund Wallbr (1605-1687), first a Republican, afterwards a Royalist, 
author of Panegyric to My Lord Protector, and many short poems. Very 
popular in bis day. 

Abraham Cowlbt (16x8-1667), once regarded as a great poet, author ol 
The Mistress (or Love Verses), Pindaric Odes, Davideis, etc.; also of some ez* 
cellent Elssays. 

Gborgb Wither (1588-1667), a soldier and poet on the side of Cromwell, 
author of Shepherd's Hunting, Hymns and Songs of the Church, Abuses 
Stript and Whipt (a satire), etc. 

Robert Hbrrick (X59X-1674), a fine lyric poet, but sometimes coarse ; 
author of Cherry Ripe, Gather Rosebuds while ye may, and other songs. 

Sir John Suckling (1608-1642), a Cavalier poet, author of many charm- 
ing short poems and songs. 

Richard Crashaw ( T -1650), a religious poet of rich and fervid imagina* 
tion, author of Steps to the Temple, Music's Duel, Delights of the Muses, etc 
The celebrated line, "The conscious water saw its God and blushed," is a 
translation of one of his Latin verses. 

PROSB writbrs. 

Edward Htdb, Earl of Qarendon (1608-1673), sui eminent Royalist 
statesman, author of an excellent History of the Rebellion. 

Thomas Hobbbs (1588-1679), an eminent philosopher, author of The 
Leviathan. 

Sir Thomas Brownb (1605- 1682), a quaint and powerful writer, author of 
Religio Medici (Religion of a Physician), etc. 

IzAAK Walton (i 593-1683), author of The Complete Angler, one of the 
most celebrated books of the age; and Walton's Lives (lives of Wotton, Her- 
bert, Hooker, etc.). 

Thomas Fuller (x6o8-i66i), a learned divine, author of Church History, 
Worthies of England, the Holy and the Profane State, etc. 

Jfrbmt Taylor, D. D. (1613-1667), a great pulpit orator, author of Holy 
Living, Holy Dying, Liberty of Prophesying, etc. 

Dr. Isaac Barrow (1630-1(77), a great mathematician (instructor of Sir 
Isaac Newton) and powerful preacher; author of Mathematical Works, 
Sermons, etc 

Dr. Richard Baxter (1615-1691), a great preacher and writer, author of 
Call to the Unconverted, Saints' Everlasting Rest, Hymns, etc 
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PERIOD V AGE OF THE RESTORATION. 

1660 — 1700. 

(Reig^ of Charles II., James II., William and Mary.) 

Tills age presents a marked contrast to the preceding one. Th e 
gravity and austerity of the Puritans gave way before the flood 
of French tastes, French fashions, and French vices, that came in 
with Charles and his gay Cavaliers. Corruption and licentious- 
ness reigned in court and camp, and literature was debased and 
made to pander to the false tastes and lusts of the ruling class. 

Its greatest events were the restoration of the Stuarts, and the 
great Revolution of 1688, which resulted in the banishment of 
James II., and the enthronement of William and Mary. 

Its greatest author was John Dryden. 



I 



DRYDEN. 1631-1700. 

John Dryden, the greatest poet of the Restoration, was bom in 
1 63 1, and died in 1700. His parents were Puritans, and he was 
at first a great admirer of Cromwell, on whom he wrote a pane- 
gyric; but on the accession of the Stuarts he became an ardent 
Royalist, and addressed a flattering poem to the King. Dryden*s 
chief defect was a lack of high principle. He wrote for present 
gain and popularity, not because he had any great message to 
deliver. Hence, though he was endowed with genius of the high- 
est order, his life was comparatively a failure. 

He wrote dramas, poems, and essays. The best of his dramas 
is The Indian Emperor, His principal poems are Alexander's 
Feast; Absalom and Achitopkel^ a political satire; The Hind ana 
Pan/her, & poem in defence of the Catholic Church; and a Trans- 
la/ion of VirgiPs JEneid, 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 
Men are But children of a larger growth. 

II. 
But Shakspeare's magic could not copied be; 
Within that circle none durst walk but he. 
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III. 

Three poets* in three distant ages bom, 
Greece, Italy, and England did adorn; 
The first in loftiness of thought surpassed. 
The next in majesty, in both the last. 
The force of nature could no further go; 
To make a third she joined the former two. 



OTHER AUTHORS OP THIS AGE. 

POBTS. 

Samuel Butlbr (1613-1680), author of Hudibras, one of the most fiunons 
satires in the language, ridiculing the Puritans and Independents. 

Henry Vaughan (1621-1695), a religious poet, author of Silex Scintillans, 
etc. His poems, though marred by the conceits of the time, show him to be 
a true poet, and some of his lines, such as '* The youthful world's gray 
fathers," etc., have been an inspiration to other poets. Some of his most 
beautiful single poems are The Rainbow, They are All Gone, The World, 
The Bee. 

PROSB WRITERS. 

John Lockb (1632-1704), a great philosopher, author of Essay Concerning 
the Human Understanding, etc. 

Sir Isaac Nbwton (1642-1727), the great mathematician, author of The 
Principia. 

Sir Wm. Tbmplb (1628-1699), a diplomatist, and a graceful esssyist. 

John Evblyn, F. R. S. (1620-1706). author of Sylva, a Discourse on For- 
est Trees ; and Terra, a worx on Agriculture. 

Samubl Pepys (1632-1703) left a marvellously entertaining and important 
Diary, which has taken a permanent place in literature. 



American Contemporaribs. 
John Eliot (the '* great apostle to the Indians"), and Cotton Mathbr. 



PERIOD VI AGE OF QUEEN ANNE. 

1700 — 1750. 

(Queen Anne, George I., George II.) 

'T^HE moral and religious tone of this age was not much highei 
^ than that of the last. It was characterized by a sort of super- 
ficial refinement — a refinement, not of morals and character, but 
of manners and language. This was especially apparent in its 

— ■ — ■ - - 

* Homer, Virgil, Mikon. 
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poetry ; hence tlie poets of the age are sometimes spoken of as 
"the correct poets." 

Its great events were the campaigns of the Duke of Marlbor- 
ough and the Peace of Utrecht. 

We select as its literary representatives Pope and Addison. 



POPE. 1688-1744. 

Alexander Pope, the worthy successor of Dryden to the inronv 
of poesy, was bom in 1688, and died in 1744. He was sickly, 
puny, and deformed in body, and therefore did not attend col- 
lege ; but he had a mind of wonderful clearness and vigor, was a 
great reader and a diligent student, and thus made himself master 
of several languages and acquired a vast store of information. 
He was a great admirer and to some extent an imitator of Dryden ; 
but while he surpassed the latter in smoothness of versification and 
brilliancy of wit, he fell below him in grasp and vigor of thought. 

His principal works are the Essay on Criticism^ Essay on Man, 
Rape of the Lock (the finest mock-heroic poem in the language)^ 
T^e Dunciad (a satire), and a Translation of Homer, 

EXTRACTS. 
I. 

Charms strike the sight, but merit wins the soul. 

Essay on Man* 
11. 

To err is human ; to forgive, divine. 

Essay on Criticism, 
III. 

Know, then, thyself ; presume not God to scan ; 
The proper study of mankind is man. 

Essay on Man. 
IV. 

All are but parts of one stupendous whole, 
Whose body nature is, and God the soul. 

Essay on Man. 

V. 

Slave to no sect, who takes no private road. 
But looks through nature uo to nature's God. 

Essay on Man 
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VI. 

What nothing earthly gives or can destroy, 
The soul's calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy, 
Is virtue's prize. Essay on Man* 

VII. 

Vice is a monster of so frightful mien, 
As, to be hated, needs but to be seen ; 
But seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace. 

Essay on Man. 

VIII. 

Dryden taught to join 
The varying verse, the full resounding line. 
The long majestic march and energy divine. 

Epistles of Horace, 

ADDISON. 1672-1719. 

The history of literature presents few nobler and more symmet- 
rical characters than that of Joseph Addison. He was bom in 1672, 
received a thorough education at Oxford, and then travelled 
on the Continent. A poem on the battle of Blenheim procured for 
him an appointment under the Government, and he rose from one 
position to another until he became Secretary of State, from which 
position he retired with a pension of fifteen hundred pounds a 
year, and died soon after, in 1 7 19, at the age of forty-seven — ^full 
of honors, though in the meridian of life. 

Addison is distinguished both in poetry and prose. His princi- 
pal poetical works are his Tragedy of Cato^ and several beautiful 
hymns. Among the latter is the well-known hymn beginning, — 

** When all thy mercies, O my God," 
and his exquisite version of the xixth Psalm, beginning,— 
** The spacious firmament on high." 

His principal prose works are his delightful papers contributed 
to the Taller, the Spectator, and the Guardian. These papers 
have been commended as models of correct taste, and have exer- 
cised a powerful and salutary influence on the manners, morals, 
and literature of the English people. Addison's contributions 
ire signed by one of the letters of the word CLIO. 
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EXTRACTS. 

I. 

A cheerful temper, joined with innocence, will make beauty 
attractive, knowledge delightful, and wit good-natured. It wiU 
lighten sickness, poverty, and affliction, convert ignorance into an 
amiable simplicity, and render deformity itself agreeable. 

II. 

*T is not in mortals to command success. 

But we *11 do more, Sempronius ; we '11 deserve it. 

Cato. 
III. 

When vice prevails and impious men bear sway, 

The post of honor is the private station. Cato, 

IV. 

The soul, secured in her existence, smiles 

At the drawn dagger, and defies its point. 

The stars shall fade away, the sun himself 

Grow dim with age, and nature sink in years, 

But thou shalt flourish in immortal youth. 

Unhurt amidst the war of elements, 

The wrecks of matter, and the crush of worlds. OUo, 



OTHER AUTHORS OF THIS AGE. 

POETS. 

Dr. Edward Young (i 684-1 765), author of Night Thoughts. 

Jambs Thomson (1700-1748), author of The Seasons, and The Castle of 
Indolence. 

Wm. Collins (1720-1756), a fine lync poet, author of Ode to the Passicms, 
How Sleep the Brave, etc. He died insane. 

Matthew Prior (1664-1721), author of Solomon, Alma, and many fine 
lyrics. 

John Gat (1688-1732), author of The Beggar^s Opera, and Fables. 

PROSE writers. 

Sir Richard Steele (1671-1729), one of the writers for The Tatler and The 
Spectator. Nearly equal to Addison as an essayist. 

Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. Patrick's (1667-1745), a man of masculine 
knd versatile genius, author of Gulliver's Travels, The Tale of a Tub, etc. 

Daniel Defoe (1661-1731), author of Robinson Crusoe. 

Dr. Philip Doddridge (1703-1751), a devout preacher, author of Rise and 
Progress of Religion in the Soul, Family Expositor, HyAns, etc 



American* Jonathan Edwards, the great Meuphysician. 
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PERIOD Vn.— AGE OF JOHNSON. 

1750-1800. 

(Part of the Reigns of Geo. II. and Geo. III.) 

THE Age of Johnson occupies the last half of the eighteenth 
century. Like the preceding, it was critical rather than crea- 
tive, and cared less about what was said than about the manner ol 
saying it. There was, however, a higher moral tone, with greater 
sincerity of manner — a result greatly owing to the influence of 
Johnson. In poetry, the improvement was very marked. The 
artificialities of Pope and his imitators were abandoned, and there 
was a gradual return to nature and the human heart as the true 
sources of poetic inspiration. This improvement was begun by 
Thomson in the preceding age, and carried to a glorious consum- 
mation near the close of this, by Bums, Goldsmith, and Cowper. 
There was also a great improvement in historical narration, which 
now for the first time acquired that philosophical and dignified 
tone which distinguishes true history from chronicles and annals. 

The principal events of this age were the French K evolution, 
the American Revolution, and the trial of Warren Hastings. 

The authors will be divided into two classes : — 

I. The Poets, represented by Goldsmith, Gray, Burns, and 
Cowper. 

II. The Prose Writers, represented by Johnson, Burke, 
Hume, and Gibbon. 



I. Poets of the Age of Johnson. 

GOLDSMITH. 1 728-1 774. 
Oliver Goldsmith was one of the brilliant galaxy of which 
Johnson was the centre. He was an Irishman, full of oddities 
and eccentricities, and remarkable alike for his strength and his 
weakness. He is equally an object of laughter and of love, of 
pity and admiration. Hi? style much resembles Addisoti'&^V^vaj^ 
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pure, easy, graceful, and abounding in quaint and delightful 
humor. (See Irving's Life of Goldsmith.) 

His works may be divided into (i) Poetical, (2) Hu;torical, and 
(3) Miscellaneous. His principal poems are The TrttvelUr and 
The Deserted Village, The historical works are maimy compila* 
tions. Among these are a History of England, History of Rome, 
History of Greece, History of Animated Nature, etc. His mis- 
cellaneous works embrace The Vicar of Wakefield (a novel), She 
Stoops to Conquer (a comedy). Letters from a Citizen of thi 
World, and others. 

The Deserted Village, the Vicar of Wakefield, and She Stoops 
to Conquer, are among the masterpieces of tlie English Language 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

Man wants but little here below, 

Nor wants that little long. The Hermit, 

II. 

Ill fares the land, to hastening ills a prey. 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay. 

The Deserted Village, 
III. 

Such is the patriot's boast, where'er we roam. 
His first, best country ever is at home. 

The Traveller, 

IV. 

And as a bird each fond endearment tries 
To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the skies. 
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay. 
Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way. 

The Deserted Village, 



GRAY. 1716-1771. 

TLomas Gray was one of the most learned men of his day, and 
most of his life was that of a literary recluse. His most cele- 
brated poem (and, indeed, one of the most celebrated ever writ- 
ten) is his Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard, The best 
of his other poems are Ode to Eton College, Ode to Adversity, 
The Bard, and Progress of Poesy, 
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EXTRACT, 

Full many a gem of purest ray serene 

The dsurk, unfathomed caves of ocean bear ; 

Full many a flower is bom to blush unseen, 

And waste its sweetness on the desert air. — Elegy, 



BURNS. 1 759-1 796. 

Robert Bums, the great Scottish song writer, was bom m I759i 
uid died in 1796. Much of his life was passed on a farm ; hence 
he is often called " the Ayrshire Plowman." He loved and lost 
Mary Campbell, — his "Highland Mary'* — and afterwards married 
Jean Armour. Bums was a man of strong passions and weak 
will ; hence he was unable to resist temptation, and fell into habits 
of intemperance which kept him in poverty and cut short a brilliant 
career. But with all his failings, he was a man of noble instincts 
and generous, disposition, and his memory is cherished by all lovers 
of song with genuine admiration. No other name can so arouse 
the enthusiasm of a Scotchman as that of Robert Bums. 

Burns has written a few narrative and didactic poems, but he 
is essentially a lyric poet, and as such has never been surpassed. 
Unlike Pope and his imitators, he was a true child of Nature — 
listened to her teachings, sympathized with her moods, and obeyed 
her promptings. 

His " songs gushed from his heart 

As showers from the clouds of summer. 

Or tears from the eyelids start." 

Hence his words tmd a ready response in the universal heart, and 
his Highland Mary, Bonny Doon, Auld Lang Syne^ and a hun- 
dred other songs, have a perennial freshness, and have become 
household words wherever the English language is spoken. 

Among the best of Bums's poems (in addition to his songs, 
which are " too numerous to mention"), are The Cotter's Satur- 
day Nighty Tarn CShanter, Tkva Dogs, To a Mouse, To a 
Mountain Daisy and Man was Made to Mourn, 
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EXTRACTS. 
I. 

But pleasures are like poppies spread, — 

You seize the flower, its bloom is shed ; 
Or like the snow-fall in the river, 
A moment white, then melts forever. 

Tam CtShanter, 
II. 

Oh, wad some power the giftie gie us 

To see oursels as ithers see us I 

It wad frae monie a blunder free us 

And foolish notion. 
What airs in dress and gait wad lea* us. 

And e*en devotion. To a Louse. 

111. 

Is there for honest poverty 

Wha hangs his head and a* that ? 
The coward slave, we pass him by, 
We dare be poor for a* that. 
For a* that and a* that. 
Our toils obscure and a' that; 
The rank is but the guinea's stamp. 
The man 's the gowd, for a* that. 

Honest Poverty. 

COWPER. 1731-1800. 

By a remarkable coincidence, Cowper*s birth and death oc- 
curred exactly a century after those of Dryden. He was of noble 
blood, was liberally educated, and was intended for public life ; 
but being of a morbidly sensitive nature, and subject to attacks of 
insanity, he passed his life in retirement. Being a great sufferer, 
he wrote for diversion, and thus became a great poet. Much of 
his success was due to the tender care and judicious counsel of 
two excellent women, — Mary Unwin and Lady Austin. 

Cowper is distinguished for his poems and his letters. ^Imong 
the best of the former are — Lines on My Mother^ 5 Picture^ The 
l^ask (a long poem in 6 books), his Hymns^ and the humorous 
Dallad of yohn Gilpin, His letters are among the finest sped- 
mens of epistolary style in the language. They have fitly bee» 
called "talking letters.' 



)* 



AGE OF JOHNSON. 29 

EXTRACTS. 

1. 

God made the country and man made the town. 

The Task, Bk, I 
II. 

Variety *s the very spice of life, 

That gives it all its flavor. The Task, Bk, JL 

III. 

Domestic happiness ! thou only bliss 
Of Paradise, Uiat has survived the fall. 

The Task, Bk, III, 

IV. 

He is the freeman whom the truth makes free, 
And all are slaves beside. The Task, Bk, V, 

V. 

God moves in a mysterious way 

His wonders to perform ; 
He plants his footsteps in the sea, 

And rides upon the storm. — Hymn, 



OTHER POETS OF THIS AGE. 

Jkues Bbattib (1735-1803), Prof. ofMoral Philosophy at Aberdeen, author 
of The Minstrel, apd a celebrated prose work, Elssay on Truth. 

Thomas Chatterton (1752-1770), the boy poet, who deceived nearly all 
the scholars of his age by his imitations of Old English Poetry. 



n. Prose Writers of the Age of Johnson. 



JOHNSON. 1 709-1 784. 

Samuel Johnson was bom at Litchfield in 1709, and died in 
1784. He attended Oxford, but left for want of money; married 
a woman old enough to be his mother ; opened a school, but failed 
for want of pupils ; and finally went to London, without money 
or friends, to seek employment for his pen. After untold hard- 
vhips he succeeded in raising himself above want, and ^lacini^ 
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himself at the head of the English writers of the uge. Notv^nth- 
standing a repulsive exterior and disgusting habits, he deservedly 
enjoyed the friendship and admiration of the greatest men and 
women of the kingdom. His conversational powers were of the 
highest order, and he is as much distinguished for his sayings, re- 
corded by his biographer, Boswell, as for his writings. 

Johnson had a great fondness for long, sonorous words, and 
balanced sentences. Indeed, so marked was his style in these 
respects, that it has been called "Johnsonese," or "Johnsonian 
style." (See Boswell's Life of Johi.son.) 

He wrote both poetry and prose. His principal poems are 
London^ The Vanity of Human Wishes^ and his tragedy of 
Irene, His chief prose works are his contributions to The Ram- 
bler , Rasselas (a romance). Lives of the Poets, and an English 
Dictionary, The latter was a prodigious work for one man, and 
forms an enduring monument to his learning and industry. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

Knowledge is of two kinds : we know a subject ourselves, of 
we know where we can find information upon it. 

II. 

Whoever wishes to attain an English style familiar but not 
coarse, and elegant but not ostentatious, must give his days and 
nights to the volumes of Addison. 

III. 

This mournful truth is everywhere confessed, 

Slow rises worth by poverty depressed. London, 

IV. 

Each change of many-colored life he drew. 
Exhausted worlds and then imagined new; 
Existence saw him spurn her bounded reign. 
And panting time toiled after him in vain.* 

Prologue spoken by Garrick at the opening oj 
Drury Lane Theatre, 

* Of course the reference is to Shakspeare. 
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BURKE. 1 730-1 797. 

Among the friends of Dr. Johnson was tie great orator, Ed- 
mund Burke. He was a man of fine culture, and genius of the 
highest order. 

His most celebrated works are — An Essay on the Sublime and 
Beautiful^ Reflections on the French Revolutiony Letter to a Noble 
Lord (the Duke of Bedford), and his great Speech on the Im^ 
peachment of Warren Hastings, 

EXTRACTS. 
I. 
Early and provident fear is the mother of safety. 

ir. 
To read without reflecting is like eating without digesting. 

III. 
There is, however, a limit at which forbearance ceases to be a 
virtue. 

HUME. 1711-1776. 

David Hume was born in Scotland in 171 1 and educated at 
the university of Edinburgh. He attempted the study of law and 
afterwards entered business, but they were abandoned for literature. 
His chief title to fame rests upon his great History of Eng- 
land, in six volumes, from the invasion of Julius Caesar to the 
expulsion of James II., known as the Revolution of 1688. 
Upon its completion, in 1762, it was universally recognized as 
the greatest historical work that had ever been written in the 
English language. In ease and naturalness of style, in clear 
analysis of characters, in philosophical insight into causes and 
effects, and in orderly arrangement and luminous presentation 
of events, it has rarely if ever been surpassed. Hume's chief 
faults as an historian are, first, that he is content to take his facts 
at second hand, so that on disputed points he is not thoroughly 
reliable ; and secondly, that he dwells too fondly on the doings of 
kings and conquerors, and does not sufficiently sympathize with 
the people in their struggles for liberty and justice. But, with all 
his faults, he stands in the front rank of philosophical historians. 
He died, unmarried, in 1776. 
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GIBBON. 1 737-1 794. 

Edward Gibbon, author of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire^ was born in Sussex, of a good family, in 1 737. He 
attended Oxford, but being of a delicate constitution, did not com- 
plete the course. I lis father tlien sent him to Lausanne, in 
Switzerland, where he regained his health, and spent a great part 
of his life. 

The first volume of his immortal history came out in 1776, and 
the last in 1787 — after an interval of eleven years. Its success 
was immediate and immense, and for more than a hundred years it 
has retained its popularity, and still stands unrivalled in its field. 

Gibbon was a man of profound learning and wide research, 
and his work is therefore exhaustive ; but it is never dry or dififuse. 
On the contrary, it is written in a style remarkable no less for its 
strength and clearness, than for a certain organ-like harmony and 
magnificence of tone. 

After the publication of his great work, he wrote a Memoir of 
his life and writings, which is a model of autobiographical writing ; 
and in 1897 a collection of his private letters was published. He 
remained single till his death, which occurred in London in 1794, 
at the age of fifty-seven. 

OTHER PROSE WRITERS OF THIS AGE. 

HISTORICAL. 

William Robertson (1721-1793), a Scotchman, author of History of 
Scotland, History of Charles V. of Germany, and History of America. In 
his day Robertson ranked with his great contemporaries, Hume and Gibbon, 
but he now occupies a much lower rank. Probably his best work is Charles 
v., which was edited, with considerable additions, by the American historian, 
W. H. Prescott. 

fictitious. 

Samuel Richardson (1689-1761), author of Pamela, Clarissa Hariowe, 
and Sir Charles Grandison. 

Hbnrt Fielding (1707-1754'), author of Joseph Andrews, Tom Jones, and 
Amelia. 

T0BIA.5 George Smollett (1721-1771), author of Roderick Randoai 
Peregrine Pickle, and Humphrey Clinker. 

Lawrence Sterne (i 713-1 768), an irreligious parson, author of Tristraai 
Shandy and Sentimental Journey. 
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Hannah Morb (x 745-1833), author of The Inflexible Captive and othei 
dramas ; The Shepherd of Salisbury Plain, Codebs in Search of a Wife, and 
other tales ; and some very useful works on Education. She was a great 
fiivorite of Dr. Johnson's. 

FOUTICAL AND MISCBIXANBOUS. 

Junius, supposed to be Sir Philip Francis (x74o-x8z8), author of the cele- 
brated Letters of Junius. • 

Richard Brinslby Sheridan (z7Sz-z8z6), a great orator, and author of 
School for ScandaL 

Horace Walpolb (1717-Z797), author of Castle of Otranto (a romance), 
and celebrated for his letters, which have been published in nine volumes. 

theological and metaphysical. 

Thomas Reid, D. D. (i 710-1796), a distinguished Scotch metaphysician, 
author of An Inquiry into the Human Mind, etc. 

Wm. Paley, D. D. (1743-1805), author of Natural Theology, Ho: 
RuilinsB, etc 



American Contemporaries. 

Benj. Franklin, Thos. Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, and other writers of 
the Period of the Revolution. 



PERIOD VIII.— AGE OF SCOTT. 

1800-1837. 

(Part of the reign of Geo. III., and the reigns of Geo. IV. and William IV.) 

THE Age of Scott, sometimes called the Age of Romantic 
Poetry, extends from the beginning of the present century to 
the death of George IV., in 1830. The reaction from the correct 
and artificial school of poetry, which had been begun nearly a 
century earlier by Thomson, and carried on by Bums and Cow- 
per, was now complete, and reached its culmination in the metri- 
cal romances of Scott and the impassioned outbursts of Byron and 
Shelley. Much of the romantic character of the literature of the 
age is probably due to the influence of the collection of folk-songs 
or ballads, published a little earlier (1765) by Bishop Percy. "We 
know that Scott was powerfully influenced by them, and their ef 
3 
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f ects can be distinctly traced in all subsequent poetiy, even to the 
present day, (See Lockhart*s Life of Scott.) 

The principal historical events of the age were the downfall of 
Napoleon and the war of 1 812. 

The authors will be divided into two classes : — 

I. The Poets, represented by Byron, Shelley, Moore, Keats, 
Campbell, and Wordsworth. 

II. The Prose Writers, represented by Scott, Southey, Cole- 
ridge, De Quincey, Lamb, and Hallam. 

Scott, Southey, Coleridge, and Campbell were distinguished 
both in poetry and prose. 



I. Poets of the Age of Scott. 



LORD BYRON. 1788-1824. 

George Gordon Noel Byron, the most splendid genius of the 
age, was born in London in 1788. He graduated at Cambridge, 
and then travelled for about two years. On his return he mar- 
ried Miss Milbanke, who left him in about a year, soon after the 
birth of their daughter, Ada. He then quitted England forever, 
and passed the rest of his life, in the grossest dissipation, on the 
Continent, mostly in Switzerland and Italy. In 1824 he went to 
Missolonghi to assist the Greeks in their struggle for liberty, where 
he died in the same year, at the age of thirty-six, thus gloriously 
ending an inglorious and wretched life. 

Byron was a great genius, but not in the best sense a great poet. 
He was great in a small way. Instead of giving voice to the 
healthful impulses and aspirations of the universal heart, he filled 
the universe with the scoffs and sneers and fancied woes of Lord 
Byron. His works contain some magnificent descriptions, fine 
imagery, and noble sentiments; but their general tone is misan- 
thropic, irreligious, immoral, and therefore unhealthful. 

His finest poem — and, indeed, one of the grandest poems of 
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the century — ^is Childe Harold* Among the best of his othei 
works are — The Dream, The Prisoner of Chillon, Mazeppa, The 
Bride of Abydos, Parisina, The Giaour, and The Siege of 
Corinth, I lis longest and most brilliant poem is Don Juan, 
but 't is unfit to read, on account of its coarseness. Beside these 
he wrote Cain, Manfred, Marino Faliero, and several other 
dramas. These contain powerful passages, but are on the whole 
very defective on account of their want of variety in action and 
characters. (See " Life and Letters of Lord Byron," by Thomas 
Moore.) 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

Who would be free, themselves must strike the blow. 

II. 

The drying up a single tear has more 

Of honest fame than shedding seas of gore. 

III. 

All who joy would win, 
Must share it ; Happiness was bom a twin. 

IV. 

The sky is changed ! and such a change ! O night. 
And storm, and darkness ! ye are wondrous strong. 
Yet lovely in your strength as is the light 
Of a dark eye in woman I Far along 
From peak to peak, the rattling crags among. 
Leaps the live thunder I — not from one lone cloud. 
But every moimtain now has found a tongue. 
And Jura answers through her misty shroud 
Back to the joyous Alps, who call to her aloud. 

Childe Harold, C. III., Si. g2. 



SHELLEY. 1 792-1 822. 

Percy Bysshe Shelley, the most poetical of all poets, was b^m 
in 1792, and was drowned in the Bay of Spezzia, Italy, in 1822. 
He b the author of several powerful dramas and of some long nar- 
rative and descriptive poems, but he is essentially a lyric poet, 
and as such is unexcelled. The Skylark, The Sensitive Plawty, 
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and The Cloud are embodiments of the very spirit of poesy, and 
shine with *' the light that never was on sea or land." 

EXTRACT. 

I. Hail to thee, blithe spirit ! 

Bird thou never wert. 
That from heaven, or near it, 
Pourest thy full heart 
Is profuse strains of unpremeditated art. 

• ••••. 

3. In the golden lightning 

Of the sunken sun, 
0*er which clouds are brightening. 
Thou dost float and run 
Like an unbodied joy whose race is just begun. 

• • • • • 

6. All the earth and air 

With thy voice is loud, 
As, when night is bare. 
From one lonely cloud 
The moon rains out her beams, and heaven is overflowed. 

• • • • • 

13. Teach us, sprite or bird. 

What sweet thoughts are thine ; 
I have never heard 
Praise of love or wine 
That panted forth a flood of rapture so divine. 

• • . • • 

21. Teach me half the gladness 

That thy brain must know. 
Such harmonious madness 
From my lips would flow. 
The world should listen then, as I am listening now. 

The Skylark (selected stanzas). 



MOORE. 1 779-1 852. 

Thomas Moore, the great Irish song writer, was bom in Dnlv 
tin in 1779, and died in 1852. His principal poetical works are 
hb exquisite Oriental tale entitled Lalla Rookk, and his songs and 
hymns, many of which — such as The Last Rose of Summer, 
Those Evening Bells ^ Come ye Disconsolate^ etc. — ^are known and 
song wherever the English language is spoken. 
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EXTRACT. 

Let Fate do her worst, there are relics of joy. 
Bright dreams of the past, which she cannot destroy. 
They come in the night-time of sorrow and care. 
And bring back the features that joy used to wear. 

Long, long be my heart with such memories filled, 
Like the va.se in which roses have once been distilled ; 
You may break, you may shatter the vase if you will. 
But the scent of the roses will cling round it still. 

Farewell I but whenever^ etc 



KEATS. 1 795-1821. 

John Keats, a young poet of the highest promise, died in 1821, 

in his twenty-sixth year. His principal poems are Endymum, 

Hyperion, The Eve of St. Agnes^ Ode on a Grecian Um, and 

Ode to a Nightingale. They are characterized by a profusion of 

beautiful imagery, and great wealth of classical learning and 

allusion. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 
The poetry of earth is never dead. 

II. 
A thing of beauty is a joy forever. Endymum, 



CAMPBELL. 1 777-1844. 

Thomas Campbell was distinguished as a poet and a prosisL 
His principal poems are — Pleasures of I lope ^ Gertrude of Wyoming^ 
LochiePs tVaming, O'Connor's Child, and Hohenlinden* Hii 
principal prose work is his Lectures on Poetry. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

The world was sad, the garden was a wild. 
And man, the hermit, sighed till woman smiled. 

Pleasures of Hope* 

II. 

'Tis distance lends enchantment to the view. 
And robes the mountain in its azure hue. 

Pleasures ©J Ho^t* 
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III. 

To liye in hearts we leave behind. 

Is not to die. Hallowed Gnmmd. 

IV. 

Triumphal Arch, that filPst the sky 

When storms prepare to part, 
I ask not proud Philosophy 

To teach me what thou art. 

Still seem, as to my childhood's sight, 

A midway station given, 
For happy spirits to alight 

Betwixt the earth and heaven. 

To the Rainbcw. 



WORDSWORTH. 1770-1850. 

William Wordsworth, the principal of the " Lake Poets," wat 
bom in 1770, was educated at Cambridge, passed a tranquil and 
uneventful life, and died at Rydal Mount in 1850, — the Poet- 
Laureate of England, and loved and admired by all the world. 
In him poetry reached its completest emancipation from the arti- 
ficiality of the age of Quten Anne. The love of nature expressed 
in the lines, — 

" To me the meanest flower that blows can give 
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears," 

pervades all his works, and forms their leading characteristic. For 
this reason he may appropriately be called ** the English Bryant," 
just as Bryant may be called " the American Wordsworth." He 
is now, by common consent, placed next to Milton on the roll of 
great poets. 

Wordsworth's principal work is The Excursiotty a long philo- 
sophical poem in blank verse ; but most readers prefer his shorter 
poems, such as Ode on Immortality ^ Ode to Duty, Tintem Ahhey 
Lucy, We are Seven, etc. 

EXTRACTS. 
I. 

The child is father of the man. 

And I could wish my days to be 

Bound each to each by natural piety. The Rainbow, 
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II. 

O reader ! had you in your mind 

Such stores as silent thought can bring, 
O gentle reader I you would find 

A tale in everything. Simon Leg, 

III. 

Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting ; 
The soul that rises vrith us, our life's star, 

Hath had elsewhere its setting, 
And Cometh from afar : 

Not in entire forgetfulness, 

And not in utter nakedness, 
But trailing clouds of glory do we come 

From God, who is our home : 
Heaven lies about us in our infancy. 

Ode on Immortality, 



OTHER POETS OF THIS AGE. 

Bryan Waller Procter, " Barry Comwair* (i79o-i874),a fine lyric and 
dramatic poet, author of Dramatic Scenes, Mirandola (a tragedy), English 
Songs, Memoir of Charles Lamb, etc. 

R Bv. Wm. Lisle Bowles (1762-1850), author of some exquisite sonnets, etc 

John Keble (1792-1866), a fine sacred poet, author of The Christian 
Year, Lyra Innocentium. several Tracts for the Times, etc. 

Samuel Rogers (1763-1855), author of Pleasures of Memory, and Italy. 

Joanna Baillie (1762-1851), author of Plays on the Passions, Family Le- 
gend, and other dramas ; also some religious and miscellaneous works. 

Mrs. Felicia Hemans (1794-1835), author of Vespers of Palermo, a trage- 
dy ; and of Graves of the Household, Casablanca, Landing of the Pilgrims, 
Nid other popular poems. 

Letitia E. Landon, afterwards Mrs. McLean (1802-1838), author of The 
Lost Pleiad, The Improvisatrice, Crescentius, and many other poems ; also 
Romance and Reality, and other novels. 

Rev. George Crabbe (i754'i832), a vigorous and graphic narrative poet, 
author of The Library, The Village, The Parish Register, Sir Eustace Gray, 
etc. He is almost painfully realistic and truthful. 

Bishop Hbber (1783-1826), author of *'From Greenland's icy mountains," 
and other beautiful hymns. 

Robert Pollok (i 799-1827), authoi of The Course of Time, once very 
popular. 

TuoMAS Hood (z 798-18451, a great wit and humorist, also author of some 
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very touching serious poems, among them The Death-bed, The Bridge ol 
Sig^, Song of the Shirt, etc. 

Jambs Montgomsry (x77x-x854), author of Greenland, Pelican Island, 
Hymns, etc. 

J AS. Sheridan Knowlbs (1784-1869), a distinguished dramatist, author 
of Virginius, The Wife, The Hunchback, WiUiam TeU, etc 

Scott and several others uho are sometimes classed as poets, will be 1 
«i lered under the head of prose writers. 



Amsrican Contbmporaribs. 
kouert Treat Paine, Joseph Rodman Drake, and Fits-Greene Halleck. 



n. Prose Writers of the Age of Scx)tt. 



SCOTT. 1 771-1832. 

Sir Walter Scott, the great Scotch poet and novelist, was bom 
in Eklinburgh, in 1771. He was not a profound scholar, but 
being a great reader and having a wonderful memory, he ac- 
quired a vast amount of historical and legendary lore, which he 
poured forth in boundless profusion in his works. 

Scott was truly a great man. Great in poetry, great in prose^ 
great in character, — he was great also in misfortune. Having 
accumulated a large fortune, and built himself a fine mansion 
known as Abbotsford, he lost everything by the failure of a pub- 
lishing house, and was plunged in debt to the amount of over 
half a million dollars. Undismayed, he applied himself, though 
nearly sixty years old, to the payment of this immense sum, and 
succeeded, though at the expense of his life. In 1832, broken in 
mind and body, he died, amid the lamentations of all Scotland, 
a«d was buried in Dryburgh Abbey. 

Scott's works are of three classes: i. Poems, 2. Novels, 3. 
Miscellaneous. 

I lis principal poems are The Lay of the Last Minstrel^ Tht 
Lady of the Lake, and Marmion, 

His novels, known as the Waverley Novels, twenty- nine in 
number, are among the greatest creations of human genius. 
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Among the best of them are-^ WdverUy, Guy Mannering, Old 
Mortality, Heart of Mid- Lothian, Legend of Montrose, Ivan hoe, 
and JCenilworth. 

The most celebrated of his miscellaneous works are Tales of a 
Grandfather, Life of Napoleon, and History of Scotland, 

EXTRACIS. 

I. 

Tears are the softening showers which cause the seed of heaven 
to spring up in the human heart. 

II. 

When a man has not a good reason for doing a thmg, he hai 
one good reason for letting it alone. 

III. 

Oh, many a shaft at random sent, 
Finds mark the archer little meant ; 
And many a word at random spoken. 
May soothe or wound a heart that 's broken. 

Lord of the Isles* 

IV. 

In peace, Love tunes the shepherd's reed; 

In war^ he mounts the warrior's steed ; 

In halls, in gay attire is seen ; 

In hamlets, dances on the green. 

Love rules the court, the camp, the grove, 

And men below, and gods above ; 

For love is heaven, and heaven is love. 

Lay of the Last Minstrel. 



SOUTHEY. 1774-1843. 

Robert Southey is sometimes classed among the poets, but his 
best writings are in prose. He was one of the most industrious 
and prolific authors of the age. His best prose works are his 
Life of Nelson, Life of Cowper, and Life of Wesley, His best 
poems are ThaJada and Curse of Kehama, 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

Call not that man wretched who, whatever ills he suffers, has a 
child to loie. 
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n. 

How beautiful is night! 
A dewy freshness fills the silent air , 
No mist obscures, nor cloud nor speck nor stain 

Breaks the serene of heaven : 
In full-orbed glory yonder moon divine 
Rolls through the dark blue depths ; 

Beneath her steady ray 

The desert circle spreads 
Like the round ocean girdled with the sky. 

How beautiful is night ! Thalaba* 



COLERIDGE. 1772-1834. 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Southey, and Wordswortli were inti- 
mately associated, and belong to the group called the ''Lake 
Poets.** Coleridge, like Southey, is greater in prose than poetry, 
though great in both. He was one of the greatest thinkers and 
talkers that ever lived; but he lacked continuity of thought, 
hence he has left no works commensurate with his great genius. 

Among his best prose works are — Aids to Reflection^ The Friend^ 
Lectures on Shakspeare, Lay Sermons, Table Talk, and Biogra- 
pkia Literaria, Ilis chief poems are Rime of the Ancient Mari- 
ner and ChristabeL 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 
Religion is the most gentlemanly thing in the world* 

II. 

Cleverness is a sort of genius for instrumentality. It is the 
bram of the hand. 

III. 

Greatness and goodness are not means, but endsi ! 

Hath he not always treasures, always fnends. 

The good great man? — ^three treasures, — love, and light. 

And calm thoughts, regular as infants* breath ; 

And three firm friends, more sure than day and night, — 

Himself,^ his Maker, and the angel death. Refrot^f, 
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DE QUINCEY. 1785-1859. 

Thomas De Quincey, known as " The English Opium Eater," 
was one of the most brilliant writers of the age. He was a man 
of wonderful genius and learning, but, like Coleridge, lacked con- 
tinuity of purpose. Macaulay says of him that ** he finished 
nothing but his sentences." His style is unsurpassed by any Eng- 
lish writer. His chief works are his Confessions of an English 
Opium Eater and Essays. 



LAMB. 1 775-1834. 

Charles Lamb, who wrote under the name of " Elia," excelled 
as an essayist and a letter writer. The essays of Elia have a sub- 
tle and peculiar charm of style that can nowhere else be found, 
and that will always render Lamb a favorite among c^iltivated 
people. 



HALLAM. 1777-1859. 

The greatest histoiian of this age was Henry Hallam. He 
was bonf at Windsor, and educated at Eton and at Oxford. He 
practiced law for a time, but having a large income he left the 
profession and devoted himself to literature. Byron, in his 
English Bards and Scotch Reviewers, refers to him as — 

*' Classic Hallam, much renowned for Greek." 
The first fruit of his long and* careful study was a View of the 
State of Europe During the Middle Ages, in 2 volumes. About 
nine years later he published his Constitutional History of Eng- 
land, 2 vols., and after an interval of ten years brought out his 
Introduction to the Literature of Europe in the i^th, idth, and 
lyth Centuries, 4 vols. These works had a great influence on the 
thought of the time, and gave a great impetus to historical research. 
Hallam lacks the graces of style of Gil^bon and Macaulay, but in 
impartiality and strict regard for truth he surpasses both. He 
writes like a judge, not an advocate. He was a man of excellent 
character, and assisted in all schemes of social improvement. He 
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lived far into the Victorian age, dying in 1859, in the same year 
as Macaulay. Arthur Hallam, the son of the historian, was 
Tennyson's gifted friend, whose untimely death gave rise to the 
remarkable series of (xjems entitled In Memoriam. 



OTHER PROSE WRITERS OF THIS AGE. 

HISTOKICAU 

John Lingard (1771-1831), author of History of England, from a Re 
Catholic point of view, written with great candor, learning, and ability. 

Thos. Akmold, of Rugby (1795-1842), History of Rome, and Lectures oa 
Modem History. 

FICTlTlOire. 

Wm. Godwin (1756-1836), author of Caleb Williams, St. Leon, and other 
novels ; also of Life of Chaucer, Political Justice, etc. 

Maria Edgbworth (1767-1849), author of Early Lessons, Parent's Assist- 
ant, Castle Rackrent, etc. 

Janb Austbm (x775-i8i7), author of Pride and Prejudice, Sense and Sensi- 
bility, etc. 

John Galt (1779-1839), a prolific Scotch writer, author of Ayrshire Leg»- 
tees, Annals of a Parish, etc. 

Miss Mary Russbll Mitford (i 786-1 855), author of Our Village, Ameri- 
can Tales, etc. 

Capt. Marryatt (i 792-1848), author of Midshipman E^y, P^|er Simple, 
Jacob Faithful, etc. 

SCIENTIFIC. 

DuGALD Stewart ( 1 753-1 828), Prof, of Moral Philosophy in the University 
of Edinburgh, author of Elements of the Philosophy of the Human Mind, 
Outlines of Moral Philosophy, etc. 

Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832), a bold and original writer on legal and 
political science. 

CRITICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS, 

Wm. Gifford (1756-1826), a satirist and slashing reviewer, long editor ol 
Tk* London Quarterly, 

John Wilson (i 758-1854)— " Christopher (or Kit) North," editor oi Biack- 
woocTs Magazine^ and Prof, in the University of Edinburgh. He wrote 
poems and novels, but his fame rests chiefly upon his critical Essays and a 
brilliant series of papers entitled Noctes Ambrosianae (Ambrosial Nights). 

3» Jas. Mackintosh (1765-1832), a statesman, a college professor, and 
brilliant writrr on ethical, political, and historical subjects. 

Wm. Hazlitt (1778-1830), author of several volumes of critical Essays 

Sydney Smith (1771-1845), Canon of St. Paul's, one of the wittiest and 
aUest of the contributors to the Edinburgh Review, 



VICTORIAN AGE, 45 

LnwD Jkffrbt (1773-1850), a very able essayist, long editor of the Edin- 
burgh Review. 

Lord Brougham (1779*1868), a great scholar, orator, ■ tatwtman , ao4 
reviewer. 

J. G. LocKHART (1794-1854), son-in-law of Sir Walter Scott, author of Life 
of Scott, Gifford's successor as editor of the London QuarUrly Ranrw. 

Walter Savage Landor (x775-x864), author of Imaginary Conversations, 
and some very graceful Poems.- 

Leigh Hunt (1784-1859), a genial poet and critic, author of Rimini, The 
Palfrey, A Legend of Florence, efc 

Mrs. Anna Lbtitia Barbauld (1743-1835), a distinguished teacher, 
author of Early Lessons for Children, Hymns in Prose, etc. 

THEOLOGICAL. 

Dr. Thomas Chalmers (1780-1847), a powerful and learned preadier, 
leader of the Free Church of Scotland, Prof, of Theology in the University 
of Edinburgh, etc., and author of Astronomical Discourses, Natural Theology 
Christian Evidences and many other works. One of the greatest men that 
Scotland has ever produced. 



American Contemporaries. 
William Wirt, John James Audubon, Chancellor Kent, and Chief Justice 
lianhall. 



PERIOD IX.— VICTORIAN AGE. 

1837-18—. 

(Reign of Queen Victoria ) 

THE Victorian Age has been one of great productiveness in lit 
erature, science, and invention. Its poetry, which is both abun- 
dant and excellent, has a marked peculiarity, being of a more 
reflective and thoughtful character than formerly, and being pene- 
trated through and through with the scientific ideas of the period. 
In prose literature this deserves to rank as our golden age. More 
great works have been produced in history, in philosophy, in science, 
and above all in fiction, than in any other era of the world's his 
toiy. Indeed, so great have been the amount, variety, and excel' 
lence of its productions in the latter department, that it has by 
lome writers been denominated " the age pf prose fiction.' 
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The only historical event of this age that has affected the litera- 
ture of England is the Crimean war. 

The authors will be divided into two classes : — 

I. The Poets, represented by Tennyson, Mrs. Browning, 
Robert Browning, Jean Ingelow, Swinburne, William Morris, and 
Matthew Arnold. 

II. The Prose Writers, represented by Macaulay, Grote, 
Froude, Dickens, Thackeray, Lord Lytton, George Eliot, Sir 
William Hamilton, Darwin, Carlyle, and Ruskin. 



I. Poets of the Victorian Age. 



TENNYSON. 1810-1892. 

The truest representative and complctest embodiment of the 
poetic genius of the Victorian age is Alfred Tennyson, Poet-Lau- 
reate of England. Its fine culture ; its analyzing, inquiring, doubt- 
ing spirit ; its subtlety of thought and daintiness of phrase, — are 
all shown in their highest perfection in the works of this great 
poet. He was bom in 1810, educated at Cambfridge, and resided 
for many years at Aid worth, in Sussex, with a summer residence 
at Farringford, on the Isle of Wight. He was a man of refined 
tastes, wide culture, profound thought, and studious and retired 
habits. In 1884 he was raised to the peerage, as Baron D'Eyne- 
court. Lord Tennyson, by which title he has since been known. 

The following are among his finest poems: The May Queen^ 
Locksley Hall, the Princess, In Memoriam, The Talking Oak, 
Maud, Enoch Arden, and Idyls of the King, 

Of those named, probably the greatest are In Memoriam and 
Tlie Idyls of the King, The former is a lament for the untimely 
death of his bosom-friend, Arthur Hallam, son of the historian; 
the latter is a sort of metrical romance, celebrating the lives and 
adventures of the mythical King Arthur and his Knights of the 
Round Table.* The Princess also is a great poem. It is a 

*See Bulfinch's ** Age of Chivalry," where the romances of Aithur are 
given in detail. 
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poetical discussion of the nature of woman, and her relation to 
man and to society ; and it serves as a setting for a number of 
exquisite songs, such as Sweet and Low, The Bugle Sang, etc 
Tennyson has published two dramas — Queen Mary and Harold 
They are interesting historical studies, but not great dramas ; and 
thoy add nothing to the author's fame. 

His death, which occurred at Aid worth, Oct. 6, 1892, was marked 
by a solemn grandeur in keeping with the loftiness of the great soul 
tliat was then " Crossing the Bar." * 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

I hold it true, whatever befall, 
I feel it when I sorrow most, — 
*T is better to have loved and lost 
Than never to have loved at all. 

In Memoriam,2rj , 
II. 

Howe'er it be, it seems to me, 
*T is only noble to be good ; 
Kind hearts are more than coronets. 
And simple faith than Norman blood. 

Lady Clara Vere de Vere, 
III. 

I sometimes hold it half a sin 
To put in words the grief I feel, 
For words, like nature, half reveal 

And half conceal the soul within. 

In Memo? tarn, 5. 

IV. 

Ah God, for a man with heart, head, hand, 
Like some of the simple great ones gone 

Forever and ever by ; 
One still strong man in a blatant land, 

Whatever they call him, what care I ? — 
Aristocrat, autocrat, democrat— one 

Who can rule, and dare not lie. Maud, X,, 5. 



* See his last poem, ** Crossing the Bar," page 162. 
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MRS. BROWNING. 1809-1861. 

In the opinion of a very competent critic,* Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning was not only *Hhe greatest female poet that England has 
produced, but more than this, the most inspired woman, so far as 
known, of all who have composed in ancient or modem tongues, 
or flourished in any land or clime/' Elizabeth Barrett was born 
in 1809, received a fine classical education, married the poet 
Robt. Browning, and died in Italy in 186 1. She was a woman 
of delicate health, much of the time an invalid, — a fact that must 
be borne in mind in estimating her genius. Had her physical 
strength been equal to her mental, she might have equalled, if not 
surpassed, the Poet-Laureate himself. 

Her greatest poem is Aurora Leigh, Among the best of her 
other poems are — Lady Geraldinis Courtship^ Casa Guidi Win" 
dowSf Bertha in the Lane, Cowper^s Grave, The Cry of the Hu- 
man, The Cry of the Children, A Child Asleep, He Giveth Hii 
Beloved Sleep, and her Sonnets. 

EXTRACTS. 

1. 

A happy life means prudent compromise. 

Aurora Leigh, 

II. 

All actual heroes are essential men. 

And all men possible heroes. Aurora Leigh. 

III. 

It takes a soul 
To move a body ; it takes a high-souled man 
To move the masses. Aurora Leigh, 

IV. 

Of all the thoughts of God that are 
Borne inward unto souls afar, 

Along the Psalmist's music deep. 
Now tell me if that any is 
For gift of grace surpassing this — 

"He giveth His beloved sleep.' 



») 



* Edmund aarence Stedmaa ("Victorian Poet*,'* p. xi5>. 
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ROBERT BROWNING. 1812-1889. 

Robert Browning, husband of Mrs. E. B. Browning, is by many 
regarded as one of the greatest poets of the age. Most of his 
works are dramatic, his finest dramas being Pippa Passes, A Blot 
on the Scutcheon, and Colombo s Birthday, Of his other works, 
The Ring and the Book is the longest, and it is also one of the 
greatest, both in its faults and its merits. All his works exhibit 
great power, but the style of most of them is so elliptical and ob- 
scure as to baffle and repel ordinary readers. His only popular 
poems are his shorter ones, most of which are among the very best 
of their class. Among these are — Evelyn Hope, RatisboHy The 
Pied Piper of Ilamelin, How They Brought the Good News from 
Ghent to Aix, My Lost Duchess, and Herve Riel. 

Mr. Browning never catered to popular taste, but by patient 
effort and loyalty to his own ideals of his art, he gradually rose in 
public estimation until he ranked, in the minds of many thought- 
ful readers, scarcely if any inferior to his great contemporary, Lord 
Tennyson. He died at Venice, December 15, 1889. 

MEETING. 
The gray sea, and the long, black land, 
And the yellow half-moon large and low, 
And the startled little waves, Siat leap 
In fiery ringlets from their sleep. 
As I gain the cove with pushing prow, 
And quench its speed in the slushy sand. 

Then a mile of warm, sea -scented beach, 

Three fields to cross, till a farm appears, 

A tap at the pane, the quick sharp scratch 

And blue spurt of a lighted match. 

And a voice less loud, through its joys and fean. 

Than the two hearts beating each to each. 



JEAN INGELOW. 1820-1897. 

Jean Ingelow, on the death of Mrs. Browning, became " by 
divine right " the queen of English song. She is a true lyric poet. 
Her poems are the spontaneous, soulful utterances of one who, bird- 
4 
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like, sings because she '* cannot choose but sing." Among her 
most beautiful poems are — Songs of Seven, The Letter Z., Songi 
of the Night Watches , Songs with Preludes , Songs on the Voices 
of Birds, and High Tide on the Coast of Lincolnshire. She has 
also written Off the Skelligs, and one or two other novels ; and 
several volumes of stories for children, of which Mopsa the Fairy 
is the best. All her works have an immense sale, both in England 
and America. Miss Ingelow died July 20, 1897. 

EXTRACT. 

Ileigh ho ! daisies and buttercups, 

Fair yellow-daffodils stately and tall ! 
A sunshiny wDrld full of laughter and leisure. 

And fresh hearts unconscious of sorrow and thrall 1 
Send down on their pleasure smiles passing its measure, 
God that is over us all ! 

Seven Times Four, Maternity, 



SWINBURNE. 1843- 

Algemon Charles Swinburne is the most distinguished of the 
younger English poets. One of his chief merits is his absolute 
mastery of all the resources of the English language, both as to 
vocabulary and rhythm. His chief defects are mysticism or ob- 
scurity of style, and sensuousness of tone amounting in his earliei 
poems {Laus Veneris, for example) to sensuality. 

His principal works are — Atalanta in Calydon, Chastelard, A 
Song of Italy, Bothwell, and The Tale of Balen, ' 

EXTRACT. 

O fair green-girdled mother of mine. 

Sea, that art clothed with the sun and the rain. 
Thy sweet, hard kisses are strong like wine. 

Thy large embraces are keen like pain! 
Save me and hide me with all thy waves. 

Find me one grave of thy thousand graves. 
Those pure, cold, populous graves of thine. 

Wrought without hand in a world without stain. 

Atalanta in Calydmi, 
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MORRIS. 1834-1896. 

William Morris is the greatest narrative poet we have had since 
Chaucer, whose disciple he is, and whom in his simplicity and 
antique manner he greatly resembles. His principal works are 
The Life and Death of Jason and The Earthly Paradise. He 
was at the head of the firm of " Morris & G).," which devoted 
itself to the improvement of household decoration and furniture, 
in the manufacture of stained glass, tapestries, etc., after artistic 
designs. He also established the Kelmscott Press for the printing 
of fine editions of books with type specially designed for the pur- 
pose. He died in 1896. 

EXTRACT. 

(Description of PygmalioL*s meeting with the statue with which he had 
fidlen in love, after Venus had made it a living woman.) 

Yet while he stood and knew not what to do. 
With yean.ing, a strange thrill of hope there came, 
A shaft of new desire now pierced him through. 
And therewithal a soft voice called his name ; 
And when he turned, with eager eyes aflame, 
He saw betwixt him and the setting sun 
The lively image of his lov^d one. 

The Earthly Paradise, 



MATTHEW ARNOLD. 1822-1888. 

Matthew Arnold, the celebrated son of a celebrated father, 
Thomas Arnold, head master of Rugby, holds a high place among 
the poets, though most of his writings were in prose. Saturated 
with ancient and modern learning, he appeals chiefly to the cul- 
tivated class of readers, but some of his poems, such as The 
Strayed Reveller and Faded Leaves, are simple and beautiful. 
Among his finest poems are The Scholar Gipsy, Thyrsis, an 
elegy on his poet-friend Arthur Hugh Clough, one of the finest 
since Shelley's Adonais, Balder Dead, Sohrab and Rustum, 
Philomela, Urania, and the series entitled Switzerland, addressed 
to a certain Marguerite. What he calls " the eternal note of sad- 
ness " runs through all his poems as a sort of undertone. His 
prose works are chiefly essays, and in originality of thought^ 
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clear analysis, and excellence of style they surpass those of any 
contemporary writer. The principal of these are Essays in Criti- 
cism, two series, Culture and Anarchy, Literature and Dogma, 
God and the Bible, and Discourses in America, lectures delivered 
during a visit to this country. Mr. Arnold was inspector of 
schools in England, and Professor of Poetry in Oxford University. 
He died in 1888. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

As the chiefs rule, my son, the people are. 

Unhappy people, where the chiefs themselves 

Are, like the mob, vicious and ignorant ! Merope, 

11. 
Come to the window ; sweet is the night air ! 
Only, from the long line of spray 
Where the sea meets the moon-blanched land, 
Listen ! you hear the grating roar 
Of pebbles that the waves draw back, and fling. 
At their return, up the high strand, 
Begin, and cease, and then again begin. 
With tremulous cadence slow, and bring 
The eternal note of sadness in. Dover Beach, 



OTHER POETS OF THIS AGE. 

Rbv. F. W. Fabbr (1815-1863), distinguished equally in poetry and prose; 
author ofCherwell Water- Lily, Styrian Lake, Sir Lancelot, etc., poems ; and 
of All for Jesus, Growth in Holiness, Ethel's Book,and other prose works. 

Mrs. C E. S. Norton (180&-Z877), granddaughter of R. B. Sheridan, 
author of The Undying One, The Child of the Islands, Aunt Carry's Ballads, 
Stuart of Dunleith (a romance), and many other works. 

Adblaidb a. Procter, the *' golden-tressed Adelaide" (1835-1864), daugh- 
ter of B. W. Procter, author of One by One, Words, A New Mother, and 
many other exquisite poems. 

Coventry Patmore (1823-1896), author of the Angel in the House, etc. 

Frederick Lockek-Lampson, formerly Locker (1821-1895), a most ar- 
tistic writer of society verse — London Lyrics, Lyra Elegantiarum, etc. 

Charles Mackay, LL. D. (1814- ), author of Voices from the Crowd, 
Town Lyrics, and other poems ; also many prose works. 

" Owen Meredith," Robert, Earl of Lytton (1831-1891), son of the great 
novelist, author of Lucille, and Fables in Verse. 



VICTORIAN AGE, 63 

RoBSRT Buchanan (1841- ), aiithoi of Idyls and Legends of Inverburn, 
London Poems, etc. 

Sydney Dobbll (1824-1874), author of How's the Boy, The Milkmaid'p 
Song, Home Wounded, Tommy's Dead, etc. A young poet of striking anrf 
original genius. 

Arthur Hugh Clough (1819-61), poet, author of Amours de Voyage, etc. 



American Contemporaries. 
Bryant, Longfellow, Whittier, Lowell, Holmes, Taylor, Stedman, Aldrich, 
Alice Cary, etc., etc. 



II. Prose Writers of the Victorian Age. 



MACAULAY. 1800-1859. 

Thomas Babington Macaulay, the most brilliant critical and 
historical writer of the Victorian age, was born in 1800. lie 
graduated at Cambridge, where he distinguished himself in 
scholarship and literature, and afterwards studied law. He was 
many years a member of Parliament, filled several important posi- 
tions under the government, was raised to the peerage in 1857, as 
Baron Macaulay, and died in 1859. Every position he filled with 
honor and ability, but his chief distinction was achieved by his 
writings, the principal of which are his Lays of Ancient Rome, 
Essays, and History of England, His ballads, Horatius at the 
Bridge, The Battle of Ivry, etc., are full of life and vigor; his 
essays are the most magnificent productions of their kind in the 
whole range of English literature; and his History of England is 
the most popular history that ever was written. The aggregate 
sale of the third and fourth volumes of the latter, in the first four 
weeks after their publication, was over I50,cxx> copies ! 

Macaulay is the finest rhetorician, both as to diction and styie, 
of all English writers. His language is pure, and his sentences 
dear, harmonious, and strong, and so varied, as to length and 
structure, as to give the utmost ease and pleasure to the reader. 
Indeed it may be questioned whether in some cases he is not too 
oratorical ; whether he does not sometimes forget the force of bis 
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words, and overstate a fact for the sake of a sonorous period or a 
fine antithesis. After making every deduction, however, we may 
safely pronounce him one of the greatest of English prose writers. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

There is only one cure for the evils which newly acquixeJ 
freedom produces, and that ciure is freedom ! 

Essay on Milton. 
II. 

Then out spake brave Horatius, the captain of the gate : 
To every man upon the earth death conieth soon or late ; 
And how can man die better than facing fearful odds 
For the ashes of his fathers and the temples of his gods ? 

Horatius : Lays of Ancient Rottu. 



GROTE. 1 794- 1 87 1. 

George Grote, born in 1794, was a banker and man of affairs, 
and lacked the advantages of a university training ; and yet he 
made himself a master of everything pertaining to ancient Greece, 
its history, thought, philosophy, art, and culture, and wrote the 
most complete and comprehensive work in the English language 
on that most wonderful nation of antiquity. He sat for some 
years as a Liberal member of Parliament, and the knowledge thus 
obtained of parties and factions was a valuable training for his 
work in portraying the political life of Greece. The first volume 
of his great History of Greece came out in 1846, and it was com- 
pleted in 12 vols.,* ten years later. He afterwards published 
Plato and Other Companions of Socrates^ and left unfinished at 
his death, in 1876, a work on Aristotle, It is worthy of note 
that another great history of Greece was being written at the same 
time as Grote's, by Connop Thirlwall, Bishop of St. Davids, 
neither author being aware that the other was engaged on the 
work. 

* There is a cheaper edition of Grote's History published in this country. 
In 4 volumes. 
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FROUDE. 1818-1894. 

Among historians the most brilliant and popular since Macaulay 
was James Anthony Froude, who wrote a History of England 
from the Fall of Wolsey to the Death of Elizabeth^ in 12 vol- 
umes. The first volume came out in 1856 and the last in 
1874. Besides this great work he published a series of essays 
entitled Short Stzidies of Great Subjects, The English in Ireland, 
Life of Carlyle, Julius Ccesar, and various other works. His 
style is most fascinating and brilliant, but he is accused of writing 
too much as a partisan. 

'Mr. Froude was lx)rn in 1818, was educated at Oxford, was 

chosen a fellow of Exeter College, and took a deacon's orders 

in the Church of England, but did not assume clerical duties. 

He died in 1894. 

EXTRACT. 

The moral law is written on .the tablets of eternity. For every 
false word or unrighteous deed, for cruelty and oppression, for 
lust or vanity, the price has to be paid at last. 

Science of History (in Short Studies). 

DICKENS. 1812-1870. 

Charles Dickens, one of the greatest novelists of all time, was 
bom in 18 12. When of proper age he began to study law, but 
abandoned it, and became a reporter for a London newspaper. 
While thus employed he began writing " Sketches of Life and- 
Character," which were afterwards collected as Sketches by Boz, 
They were well received, and thus encouraged he went on pro- 
ducing novel after novel, winning fortune and fame, until 1870, 
when he died. 

It was Dickens's mission to portray the lives of the poor and 
lowly ; to delineate their wrongs and wretchedness ; to show that 
purity, goodness, and true nobility may dwell in the hovel as well 
as in the palace, and thus to preach humanity to man. For this 
his genius was admirably fitted ; and it is impossible to estimate 
the amount of good his writings have done, the number of tears 
th^y have wiped away, the amount of innocent and healthy amuse* 
qifB^: they have given. 
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Among the best of his novels (for all are good, though in dif- 
lerent degrees) are — Pickwick Papers^ Nicholas Nickleby^ David 
Copperfieldy Dombey and Son^ Our Mutual Friend^ Tlu Ola 
Curiosity Shop, Great Expectations^ and Christmas Stories, 

EXTRACTS. 
I. 

There is no substitute for thorough -going, ardent, sincere eam- 
pstness. 

II. 

1 love these little people ; and it is not a slight thing when they, 
who are so fresh from God, love us. 



THACKERAY. 1811-1863. 

William Makepeace Thackeray, another great novelist, was 
ix)m in 181 1. He received a good education, and afterwards 
studied painting for some years, intending to make himself an 
artist. He did become an artist, and a great one, too, but not in 
the way he intended. Instead of an artist of the pencil he became 
an artist of the pen. 

If we compare Thackeray and Dickens, it is impossible to say 
which was the greater. Probably they were equally great, though 
in different ways. Thackeray had the wider culture; Dickens, 
the greater genius. The former held up to ridicule the follies of 
the higher classes of society ; the latter reached the same result 
by describing the miseries of the lower. Thus both labored for 
the good of society and placed themselves among the benefactors 
of the race. 

Among the greatest of Thackeray*s novels are — Vanity Fair, 
^endennis^ Henry Esmond^ The Virginians (a sequel to Esmond), 
and The Newcomes, Besides these he is the author of two ad- 
mirable courses of lectures on The Four Georges and The Eng- 
glish Humorists i which contain some of the finest criticism in the 
language. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 
If fuD i» good, truth is better, and love best of all. 
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II. 

Might I give counsel to any young hearer, I would say to him, 
Try to frequent the company of your betters. In books and life, 
that is the most wholesome society ; learn to admire rightly ; the 
great pleasure of life is that. Note what great men admired ; 
they admired great things : narrow spirits admire basely, and wor- 
ship meanly. English Humorists, Lecture IV, 



LORD LYTTON. 1805-1873. 

Sir Edward George Bulwer-Lytton (formerly Bulwer), who was 
bom in 1805, and died in 1873, ^^ another novelist of the first class. 
Indeed, Dickens, Thackeray, and Bulwer-Lytton may Le said to 
form the great triumvirate of Victorian novelists, legitimate and 
worthy successors of the great " Wizard"* of the preceding age. 
Which is the greatest is a matter of opinion, some preferring one, 
some another. Lord Lytton is more learned and metaphysical 
than the others, and seems to delight in the region of tlie magical 
and supernatural, as in Zanoni and A Strange Story, Most of 
his characters are drawn from high life, with which he was most 
familiar, and he particularly excels in the delineation of love. 

His principal works are — Pelham, Eugene Aram, The Last 
Days of Pompeii^ Rienzi, The Caxtons, and Kenelm Chillingly — 
the latter published since his death. He is also author of two 
excellent dramas, Richelieu and The Lady of Lyons, and a num- 
ber of poems and poetical translations. 

EXTRACTS. 
I. 

There is no policy like politeness ; and a good manner is the 
best thmg in the world, either to get a good name or to supply the 
want of it. 

II. 

Reading without purpose is sauntering, not exercise. More is 
go^. from one book on which the thought settles for a definite end 
in knowledge, than from libraries skimmed over by a wandering 
eye. A cottage flower gives honey to the bee, — a king's garden 
none to the butterfly. 



* Scott U often called " The Wizard of the North." 
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GEORGE ELIOT. 1820-1880. 

•* George Eliot" (Miss Mary Ann C. Evans, Mi-s. Lewes, Mrs. 
Cross) was the greatest female novelist that England has pro- 
duced, and the gpreatest, probably (unless George Sand be an ex- 
ception), that ever lived. She was as supreme in fiction as Mrs. 
Somerville in science and Mrs. Browning in poetry. 

Her principal novels are — Scenes of Clerical Life, Silas Mar- 
ner, Adam Bede, The Mill on the FlosSf Romola, Felix Holt the 
Radical^ Middlemarch, and Daniel Deronda, She also publish- 
ed a number of poems, of which The Spanish Gypsy y a drama, 
is the best. 

George Eliot was the reputed wife for many years of George 
H. Lewes, author of a History of Philosophy and. other works. 
After his death, which occurred in 1878, she was married to 
Mr. John Walter Cross, and soon after died (in 1880). 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

Our deeds determine us as much as we determine our deeds. 

Adam Bede, 
II. 

O the anguish of that thought that we can never atone to our 
dead for the stinted affection we gave them, for the light answers 
we returned to their plaints or their pleadings, for the little rev 
erence we showed to that sacred human soul that lived so close 
to us, and was the divinest thing God has given us to know 1 

Adam Bede» 



CHARLES READE. 1814-1884. 

Among the great novelists of this age, a place in the front rank 
must be assigned to Charles Reade, who was born in 1 8 14, edu- 
cated at Oxford, studied law, then turned his attention to liter- 
ature, and after a brilliant career as a writer of fiction, died in 1884. 
His first novel, and one of his best, was Peg Woffington, which was 
followed by Chi-istie Johnstone^ Never Too Late to Mend^ exposing 
the abuses of the prison system of England, White Lies^ Love Me 
Little Love Me Long, The Cloister and the Hearth, one of the best 
historical novels ever written, Put Yourself in His Place, showing 
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the cruelty practiced in trade unions, Griffith Gaunt, and many 
others. The last named provoked a great deal of censure, because 
it presented a dark social picture, involving jealousy and infidelity, 
in too vivid colors — an example that has since been followed by 
Hardy and other popular novelists. Reade has never been sur- 
passed in portrayal of character. He makes his men and women 
not mere lay figures, but real flesh and blood. He is especially 
successful in his delineation of female characters, in which he 
surpasses even Dickens and Thackeray. His dialogue is animated, 
his plots well managed, and his style easy and attractive. 



SIR WM. HAMILTON. 1 788-1856. 

Sir William Hamilton was bom in 1788, educated at Oxfori, 
afterwards studied law, was for thirty-five years a professor in 
the University of Edinburgh, and died in 1856. He was the 
greatest mental philosopher of his age, probably the greatest of all 
time. Not that he was a greater thinker or added more to the 
science of mind than Aristotle or Locke or even than Reid, of 
whom he was a disciple ; but that he knew more, possessing as 
he did the accumulated learning of all the others, increased by 
the results of his own leasoning. And great as was his command 
over all the stores of learning, ancient and modem, his mastery 
over the power of expression was scarcely less remarkable. His 
style^has been pronounced "a model of philosophical writing.'* 

His principal works are his Essays from the Edinburgh Re- 
view, his Edition of Reid's Works , and his Lectures, 



DARWIN. 1809-1882. 

Charles Darwin, F. R. S., an eminent naturalist and the 
chief advocate of the ** Darwinian (or evolution) Theory,'* was 
horn in 1809, and died in 1882. His principal works are — 77ie 
Variation of Animals and Plants, The Origin of Species, The 
Descent of Alan, and Expression in Man and Animals, 
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CARLYLE. 179S-1881. 
Thomas Carlyle, one of the most original and vigorous writers 
of the age, was born in Scotland in 1795, ^^^ ^^^^ educated at 
the University of Edinburgh. He was a worshipper of power, 
whether mental, physical, or political ; and his chief heroes were 
Mohammed, Cromwell, Napoleon, and Frederick the Great. He 
was very eccentric, both in thought and style, ha\ing been influ- 
enced in both these respects by his study of Germar. literature. 

His greatest works are — Sartor Resartus^ Hero Worships Thi 
French Revolution, Life of Frederick the Great, and several vol- 
umes of Essays. (See Froude's Life of Carlyle.) 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

Elamestness alone makes life eternity. 

II. 

Cast forth thy act, thy word, into the ever-living, ever- working 
universe: it is a seed-grain that cannot die; unnoticed to-day, it 
will be found flourishing as a banyan grove — perhaps, alas ! as a 
hemlock forest — after a thousand years. 

III. 

Most true is it, as a wise man teaches us, that "doubt of any 
sort cannot be removed except by action." On which ground, 
too, let him who gropes painfully in darkness or uncertain light, 
and prays vehemently that the dawn may ripen into day, lay this 
other precept well to heart, which to me was of invaluable service : 
** Do the duty which lies nearest thee" which thou knowest to be 
a duty ! Thy second duty will already have become clearer. 



RUSKIN. 1819- 

John Ruskin is the greatest art-critic of his time. He was born 
in 1 81 9, was educated at Oxford, and was long a Professor in 
that University. He is one of the greatest masters of prose com- 
position. In beauty of style he is unequalled by any author of 
the century except De Quincey and Macaulay. 

His most celebrated works are Modern Painters, Seven Lamps 
of Architecture, and Stones of Venice^ 
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EXTRACTS. 

I. 
I believe the fiist test of a tnily great man is his humility. 

u. 

Every great man is always being helped by everybody, for hit 
gift is to get good out of all things and all persons. 

III. 

In some far-away and yet undreamt-of hour, I can even 
imagine that England may cast all thoughts of possessive wealth 
back to the barbaric nations among whom they first arose ; and 
that, while the sands of the Indus and adamant of Golconda may 
yet stiffen the housings of the charger, and flash from the turban 
of the slave, she, as a Christian mother, may at last attain to the 
virtues and the treasures of a heathen one, and be able to lead 
forth her sons, saying, " These are my Jewels." 



OTHER PROSE WRITERS OF THIS AGE. 

HISTORICAL. 

CoNNOP Thirlwall (1797-1876,, author of History of Greece. 

SiK Archibald Alison (1792-1867), author of History of Europe from tho 
t^ommencement of the French Revolution to the Accession of Napoleon, ifl 
vols.; and Life of Marlborough. 

Hbnrt Hart Milman (1791-1868), author of History of Christianity, His- 
tory of Latin Christianity, etc. 

Rkv. Charlbs Mbrivalb (1608-1874), author of History of the Romans, 
Conversion of the Roman Empire, Conversion of the Northern Nations. 

Arthur Hblps (1818-1875), author of Friends in Council, Companions of 
My Solitude, Social Pressure, Conquerors of the New World, etc. 

John Forstbr (1813-1876), author of Essays, Life of Landor, Lives of the 
Statesmen of tne Commonwealth, Life of Goldsmith, Life of Dickens, etc. 

Miss Agnbs Strickland (1806-1874), author of Queens of England, Queens 
of Scotland, Bachelor Kings of England. Assisted by her sister Elizabeth. 

fictitious. 

Rt. Hon. Bbnjamin Disrabli, Earl of Beaconsfield (1805-1881), a distin 
giiished statesman, many years Premier of England ; author of Vivian Grey 
The Young Duke, Henrietta Temple, Contarini Fleming, Coningsby, Sibyl, 
Lothair, and several otlier novels ; also Life of Lord Bentinck. 

Anthony Trollopb (1815-1832), author of La Vendee, Orley Farm, Bar 
Chester Towers, Framley Parsonage, The Bertrams, Ralph the Heir, etc. ; 
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also the West Indies and the Spanish Main, Travels in North America, 
Travels in Australia, etc (Mrs. Trollope, his mother, was also a novelist; 
BO is his brother, T. Adolphus TroUope.) 

Rbv. Charlbs Kingslby (x8i9>x875), author of Alton Locke, Westward 
He, Yeast, Uypatia, etc 

Charles Lbvbr(i8o6-i873), author of Harry Lorrequer, Charles 0*Ma!Iey, 
Jack Hinton, etc. Unequalled in his delineations of Irish life and character. 

Samuel Lover (i 797-1868), Irish, author of Rory O'More, Haudy Andy, 
novels ; and Angels Whisper, Molly Bawn, and other popular songs. 

Samuel Warren, LL.D. (i 807-1 877), author of Ten Thousand a Year (a 
very amusing novel), and some law treatises. 

G. P. R. Jambs (x8oi-i86o), author of Edward the Black Prince, Riche- 
lieu, and many other novels ; also several biographical works. 

Charlotte Brontb (1816-1855), author of Jane Eyre, Shirley, and Vil- 
lette, three excellent novels. 

WiLKiB Collins (1824-1889), author of Life of William Collins (his fiither); 
also of The Dead Secret, No Name, Woman in White, and other novels. 

Mrs. Craik, formerly Dinah Maria Mulock(x8'^6-i887), author of John Hal- 
ifax,Gentleman ; The Ogilvies ; The Woman's Kingdom ; A Brave Lady, and 
various other novels. 

Thomas Hughes (x833-i896), author of School Days at Rugby, Tom Brown 
at Oxford; also Life of King Alfred, and Memorials of a Brother. 

Gerald Griffin (1803-1840), an Irish novelist and poet of rare genius, 
author of Holland Tide, The Collegians, and other tales; also of Gille 
Machree and other popular poems. 

George Macdonald (1824 ), a fine Scotch novelist. Among his best 

novels are — Annals of a Quiet Neighborhood, David Elginbrod, Malcolm, 
Robert Falconer, and Wilfred Cumbermede. Also a poet. 

R. D. Blackmorb (1825 ^), author of the remarkable semi-historical 

novel, Lorna Doone ; also of Mary Anesley, Perlycross, Springhaven, Dariel 
(1897), and others. 

Edmund Yates, G. A. Sala, Mrs. Wood, Miss Yongb, and many 
others, have also written novels of great popularity. 

philosophical and scientific. 

John Stuart Mill (1806-1873), a profound thinker and great writer; 
author of System of Logic, Political Economy, Essay on Liberty, etc. 

Henry Thomas Buckle (x8aa 1862), author of History of Civilization 

Herbert Spencer (1820- ), one of the greatest of the Darwinian pliilos- 
ophers, author of Social Sutics, Principles of Psychology, Education, etc 

Sir David Brewster (i 781-1868). author of Natural Magic, More Worlds 
than One, Lives of Newton, (^ileo, Kepler, etc. 

Sir Charlbs Lyell (X797-X875), author of Elements of (Oology, Travels ii 
North America, Antiquity of Man, etc 
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Hugh Millbr (1802-1856), self-educated geologist, author of Old Red 
Sandstone, Footprints of the Creator, Testimony of the Rocks, My Schools 
and Schoolmasters, etc. 

Wm. Whbwbll, D. D. (1795-1866), a writer of wonderful attainments, 
author of History of the Inductive Sciences, Philosophy of the Inductive 
Sciences, The Plurality of Worlds, etc. 

John Tyndall (1820-1894), author of Heat a Mode of Motion, On Sound, 
Fragments of Science, Hours of Exercise, etc. 

Thos. Henry Huxley, F. R. S. (1825-1895), author of Man's Place in 
Nature, Comparative Anatomy, Protoplasm, Lay Sermons, etc. 

Prop. Max Muller (1823- ), author of Science of Language, 2 vols. 
Chips from a German Workshop, 4 vols. 

CRITICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

Rt. Hon. Wm. E. Gladstone (1809- ), the leading Liberal statesman 
of England, author of Juventus Mundi, Homeric Studies, etc. 

Earl op Derby, E. G. S. Stanley (1799-1869), an English statesman, and 
author of a fine Translation of Homer. 

Mrs. Anna Jameson (1797-1860), the ablest female prosist of the age, 
author of Characteristics of Women, Poetry of Sacred and Legendary Art, etc. 



LATER VICTORIAN LITERATURE. 

Since 1876. 

Many changes have occurred in the literary as well as the 
political world since the publication of the first edition of this 
manual, and it has seemed proper to continue the survey down to 
the present time. Only a few of the more prominent authors can 
be noticed, and they will be presented under the following heads : 
I. Poets, 2. Novelists, 3. Historians, 4. Critical and Miscellaneous 
Writers. 

Later Poets. 

The death of Tennyson, in 1892, left a dreadful void in the 
ranks of English poets, and made still more apparent his immense 
superiority to all the other singers of the Victorian age. No one 
was left worthy to bear the poet's mantle. Though he had im- 
pressed himself strongly upon the younger poets, he had in fact no 
imitators, for the reason that he was inimitable. His maj\\Nft\ ^^^ 
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with him — that idyllic sweetness, that love of common life musi- 
cally expressed, which so powerfully appealed to the heart of the 
people. In one respect the younger poets resemble him — in the 
pensive, doubting, meditative character of their verse — a charac- 
teristic of the latter part of the period. 



Sir Edwin Arnold (1832 ) is a distinguished scholar, 

poet, and journalist. On quitting college he taught for a time in 
Birmingham, and afterwards became Principal of the Sanscrit Col- 
lege at Poona, India, and Fellow of the Univereity of Bombay. 
His familiarity with the literature of India led to the production 
of some of his finest poems. He is a most voluminous writer in 
prose as well as verse. His most popular poems are — He who 
Died at Azan^ He and She, The Light of Asia, treating of the 
life and teachings of Buddha, and The Light of the World. Mr, 
Arnold is somewhat closely related to America, as he married an 
American lady, who died some years ago. To her are addressed 
these lines from the Introduction to The Light of Asia : 

** You ask me, denr, what perfect thing 
I find in all this wandering 
These ancient Sanscrit scrolls amid. 
Where India's deepest heart is hid. 
Nothing. I answer, half so wise 
As one glance from your gentle eyes I 
Nothing so tender or so true 
As one word interchanged with you I 
Because conjoined two souls can see 
More than the best philosophy." 

Sir Lewis Morris (1834 ) is a Welshman, a college 

graduate, and is prominent in the educational movement in 
Wales. Some of his most prominent poems are — Songs of Two 
Worlds, The Epic of Hades, The Ode of Life (consisting of eleven 
separate odes on Creation, Infancy, Childhood, etc.), and A Song 
of Empire (written for the Queen's jubilee, 1887). The Epic of 
Hades takes the reader to the gruesome regions of Tartarus, 
Hades, and Olympus, where Tantalus, Eurydice, Endymion, and 
other fabled characters are made to tell their tales. The Song 
of Empire is really a strong and magnificent ode that would have 
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done no discredit to Tennyson himself. The following lines are 
from one of the Songs of Two Worlds : 

** Nay, song and love and lofty aims 
May never be where faith is not ; 
Strong souls within the present live ; 
The future veiled, the past forgot : 
Grasping what is, with hands of steel, 

They Dend what shall be, to their will ; 
And, blind alike to doubt and dread, 
The end for which they are, fulfil." 

The Treasure of Hope. 

Alfred Austin (1835 ), a cultivated gentleman — lawyer, 

journalist, and poet — was in 1896 appointed Poet Laureate of 
England. Among his works are — Tlu Human Tragedy ^ Ma- 
donna^ s Child, Interludes ; also Won by a Head, a novel. The 
Garden that I Love, and various other prose works. A collected 
edition of his poems in six volumes was published in 1862, and he 
has since published Fortunatus the Pessimist, and England s Dar- 
ling, a drama of King Alfred. He has vigor, animation, and much 
descriptive power, but he somehow fails to touch the popular 
heart. The lines quoted below are from the last-named work : 

** 'Twas barely dawn, and herding night had not 
Yet folded all her stars." 

'* Truth is the free man's weapon, and a lie 
Makes hiih unfree and sinks him to the serf." 

** 'Tis not for length of days. 
No, but for breadth of days that we should crave. 
Life is God's gift for godlike purposes." 



OTHER LATER POETS, 

Austin Dobson (1840 ), a very graceful and artistic poet, author of 

The Sick Man and the Birds, The Young Musician, Proverbs in Porcelain, 
At the Sign of the Lyre, etc. Especially noted as a writer of witty and ele- 
gant society verse. He has also written some excellent essays, and Lives of 
Goldsmith, Fielding, Hogarth, and Steele. 

William Watson (1856 ) has shown a richer poetical faculty than 

any other of the younger poets of England. His finest poems thus far are — 
Wordsworth's Crave, Lachryma Musaiiim (on the death of Tennyson), 
Shelley's Centenary, a collection of Epigrams, and a series of magnificent 
Sonnets on the Armenian massacres. 

John Davidson (1857 ) >s, next to Watson, perhaps, the strongest of 

the younger poets of England to-day. He has written Fleet Street Eclogues, 

5 
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Ballads and Songs, New Ballads (1897), and several plays. He abounds in 
a tropical luxuriance of imagery, and has great descriptive power, but his 
poetry is somewhat morbid, doubting, unsatisfied in tone, and therefore 
depressing rather than inspiring to the reader. 

Francis Thompson ( ) is a young poet of much power but great 

eccentricity, especially in his use of language. In his daring imagination 
and a certain wild luxuriance of imagery he reminds one of Keats. A vol- 
ume of his poems published in 1893 has passed through several editions, and 
a new volume was issued in 1897. The Hound of Heaven is a weird and 
powerful poem ; Dream-Tryst and Daisy are simple and beautiful. 

" The fairest things have fleetest f nd ; 
Their scent survives their close ; 
But the rose's scent is bitterness 
To him that loved the rose I **— Daisy. 



Later Novelists. 



The present age continues to justify the description of it as " the 
age of prose fiction." Lately the tendency of fiction has been 
towards realism, depending less on plot and dramatic incidents 
than formerly, and more on the delineation of character and the 
portrayal of real life with all its complex relations and passions. 
There has also been a sociological movement in fiction as well as 
poetry, as shown in the numerous novels dealing with the relations 
of capital and labor, the relation of the sexes, the condition of 
woman, etc. Lately, however, there are signs of a returning taste 
for romantic fiction, some novels of this kind having had phe- 
nomenal success. Novels of locality also form a large class, 
recalling Miss Mitford's charming pictures of Our Village. 



Thomas Hardy (1840 ) stands by common consent at 

the head of the English novelists of the day. His pleasant home, 
which he calls Max Gate, is near Dorchester, in the region known 
as Wessex, comprising several counties of the West of England. 
His first great success was achieved in 1874 by the publication of 
Far from the Madding Crowds which retains its popularity. Since 
then his books have had a large sale on both sides of the ocean. 
Among the most celebrated are — The Return of the Native^ The 
IVoodlanderSf The Mayor of Casterbridge, A Fair of Blue Eyesy 
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Tess of the LP UrbervilleSy and a collection of short stories entitled 
Wessex Tales, Mr. Hardy is a realist of the most pronounced type, 
portraying life and character as it actually exists. For his free 
handling of social questions relating to the sexes he has been 
much censured ; but though there is much plainness in his books, 
there is nothing of an immoral tendency. 

William Black (1841 ) was born in Scotland, but lives 

in England. His publication, in 1 87 1, of A Daughter of Heth^ 
showed that a new star had arisen in the literary firmament. 
Since then he has been a most prolific writer. Probably his best 
novels, besides the one named above, are — The Princess of Thule, 
Macleod of Dare, Madcap Violet, Shandon Bells, Strange Adven- 
tures of a Phaeton, and Green Pastures and Piccadilly, 

Mr. Black has much inventive power, conceives and discrimi- 
nates characters well, and surpasses in graphic and beautiful de- 
scriptions of Nature, of which he is a great lover. He has been 
twice married, and lives pleasantly at Brighton. 

Sir Walter Besant (1838 ) both in a personal and lit- 
erary sense is a striking figure in the literature of England. His 
first works were concerned with French histoiy and literature, 
among them the lives of Coligny and Rabelais, In 1871 he 
formed a literary partnership with James Rice, and collaborated 
with him in several novels, among them The Golden Butterfly. 
The celebrated novel, All Sorts and Conditions of Men, was 
nominally one of these partnerehip books, but was really written 
by Mr. Besant. Among his other books are — For Faith and 
Freedom, Dorothy Forten, and The World Went Very Well Then, 
historical novels. The Holy Rose, and Children of Gibeon, He 
also wrote lives of Capt. Cook and Sir Richard Whittington, 
and several other biographical and miscellaneous works. Mr. 
Besant has had the good fortune to see — ^what seldom happens to 
writers — a practical result from one of his novels, the crystallization 
of an idea. The publication of All Sorts and Conditions of Men 
led to the establishment of the People's Palace in East London, 
and did much for the regeneration of that comparatively little 
known and neglected quarter of the great city. 
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Mrs. M. O. W. Oliphant (1828-1897) holds an honored place 
among literary workers both on account of her novels, some forty 
in number, all pure and good, though perhaps not so brilliant or 
sensational as some, but also on account of her biographical, his- 
torical, and critical labors. The Perpetual Curate^ Chronicles 
of Carlittgfordf Zaidee, Harry yocelyn. Son of the Soil, Lady 
yane. The Little Pilgrim, The Primrose Path, and A House in 
Bloomsbury may be named among her best novels. Of her numer- 
ous miscellaneous works. The Makers of Florence, The Makers 
of Venice, The lAterary History of England, The Reign of Queen 
Anne, and The Victorian Age of English Literature are the most 
important. 

Robert Louis Stevenson (i 850-1 894), who died recently 
on the lonely island of Samoa, whither he had gone in a vain at- 
tempt to shake off a pulmonary disease, was in some respects the 
most gifted of recent Victorian writers. His style is pure, simple, 
and yet vigorous, his imagination powerful, his insight and analysis 
of character clear and sure. One of his most remarkable novels 
is Dr, Jekyl and Mr. Hyde, a psychological study worthy of Haw- 
thorne, wherein he pictures a man with a dual nature, one good, 
the other bad — a sort of combination of angel and devil. Among 
his other works are — Treasure Island, Kidnapped, David Balfour 
(a sequel). The Master of Ballantrae, Prince Otto. Among his 
miscellaneous works are — Familiar Studies on Men and Books, 
Memories and Portraits, charming volumes of essays ; A Child's 
Garden of Verses, Ballads, and Underwoods, poetical works ; and 
several volumes of travel. He lies buried on the summit of Pala 
Mountain, 1300 feet high, a fit grave for him who wrote : 

** Under the wide and starry sky, 
Dig the grave, and let me lie ; 
Glad did I live, and gladly die. 

And I laid me down with a will. 
This be the verse you grave for me : 
* Here he lies where he longed to be; 
Home is the sailor, home from the sea. 

And the hunter home from the hill.' " 

James M. Barrie (i860 ) is a young novelist of Kirrie- 
muir, Scotland, who has done some excellent work. He belongs 
to a group of novelists who find their materials right at home. 
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throwing over them the spell of imagination and working them 
up into surprising and beautiful creations with the fidelity of an 
old Dutch painting. Mr. Barrie's best works are — Auld Licht 
Idyls (pictures of country life), A Window in Thrums^ My Lady 
Nicotine ^ and Sentimental Tommy. Margaret Ogilvy is a sym- 
pathetic biography of his mother. The " Thrums " of his stories 
is the village of Kirriemuir, where the author lives. 

Thomas Henry Hall Caine (1853 ),a man of Norse 

and Celtic ancestry, has, after a varied career as surveyor, archi- 
tect, teacher, journalist, and lecturer, placed himself almost at the 
head of living novelists. He has lived much in England, but his 
home is in the picturesque Isle of Man, and that is the scene of 
his greatest novels. He is a very careful and conscientious artist, 
who " toils terribly " at his work, studying his subject in all its 
details, and filling himself full of it. In the long list of his novels 
these are considered the best — The Deemster, The Bondman (Ice- 
landic), The Manxman, and The Christian (1897). 

RuDYARD Kipling (1865 ) is a young author of astonish- 
ing versatility and power. He is an Englishman, born in Bom- 
bay. He married an American lady. Miss Baleslier, and has a 
home in Brattleboro, Vermont. He is classed here as a novelist, 
but he has equal claim to be classed as a poet. Mr. Stedman 
calls him " the true laureate of Greater Britain " — not of England, 
but of the Empire. His greatest successes have been achieved 
in representing life in India, particularly army life. There is a 
certain roughness in these army stories and poems, but they are 
fresh and strong and breezy. Some of his stories are — Plain 
Tales from the Hills, Soldiers Three, The Jungle Book, and Cap- 
tains Courageous — an American story, the scene being laid on the 
fishing banks off Cape Cod. Some of his poems are — Barrack- 
Room Ballads and The Seven Seas (1897). The following will 
serve to illustrate the style of his verse ; 

" Oh, east is east, and west is west, and never the two shall meet. 
Till earth and sky stand presently at God's great Judgment Seat ; 
But there is neither east nor west, border or hound or birth. 
When two strong men stand face to face, though they come from the 
ends of the earth."— £<m/ and IVest, a ballad. 
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Mrs. Humphrey Ward (1851 ), daughter of Thomas 

Arnold, granddaughter of Arnold of Rugby, and niece of Matthew 
Arnold, could hardly help being an intellectual and literary woman. 
She is probably the most popular female novelist since George 
Eliot, though not her equal in literary art and intellectual power. 
She has a purpose in her writings, her object being to present and 
discuss certain social and religious problems. Her chief works 
are — Robert Elsmere, David Grieve, Marcella, Sir George Tres- 
sady, and the charming though sad little Story of Bessie CostrelL 

George Meredith (1828 ). Here is an author who in 

a sense is too great to be popular. Though regarded by many 
able critics as at the very head of English novelists, he has never 
won wide appreciation. Readers are repelled by his difficulty 
of style and subtlety of thought. He is a sort of Browning among 
novelists. He is also a poet of much originality and power. His 
chief novels are — Diana of the Crosstuays, Ordeal of Richard 
Feverely The Egoist, and Lord Ormont and His Aminta, His 
poetry is embraced in Ballads and Poems of Tragic Life, and 
some of it is charming. Witness these lines : 

•* Happy, happy time, when the gray star twinkles 
Over the nelds all fresh with bloomy dew ; 
When the cold-cheeked dawn grows ruddy up the twilight. 

And the gold sun wakes, and weds her in the blue. 
Then when my darling tempts the early breezes. 

She the only star that dies not in the dark ! 
Powerless to speak all the ardor of my passion, 
I catch her little hand as we listen to the lark/' 

— Love in the Valley, 



OTHER LATER NOVELISTS. 

Dr. Arthur Conan Doylk (1859 '), bom in Scotland, won great 

popularity some years ago by a series of detective stories entitled The Adven- 
tures of Sherlock Holmes. Since then he has published The White Com- 
pany, Micah Clarke, Rodney Stone, and some others. These last are his- 
torical novels, dealing with English life some hundred years ago. 

S. R. Crockett (Rev.) is one of the new school of Scotch novelists. His 
books have had an immense sale. The principal are — The Stickit Minister, 
The Play Actress, The Raiders, The Lilac Sunbonnet, The Grey Man, The 
Men of the Moss-Hags. 

John Watson (Rev.), "Ian Maclaren," formerly of Logiealmond, 
Scotland (the " Drumtochty " of his stories), is a clergyman of Liverpool. 
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His works are very popular on both sides of the ocean. They are — Beside 
the Bonny Briar Bush, The Days of Auld Lang Syne, Kate Carnegie, and 
a religious book. The Mind of the Master. 

• Anthony^Hopk Hawkins (1863 ), who writes under the name of An- 
thony Hope, is the author of some very lively romances, the chief of which 
are — The Prisoner of Zenda, The Heart of the Princess Osra, and Phroso. 

Stanley J. Wevman (1855 ) chooses French subjects, and catches the 

very spirit of the time. His best stories are — The House of the Wolf, A 
Gentleman of France, Under the Red Robe, and The Red Cockade. 

A. T. QuiLLKR-CoucH, " Q " (1863 ), of Cornwall, is a writer of ro- 
mantic fiction, the scene being laid in the West of England. Author of Dead 
Man's Rock, The Blue Pavilions, The Splendid Spur, A Delectable Duchy, 
etc. ; also of a volume of Essays. 

Gborgb Du Maurier, a distinguished artist, surprised the world in 1891 
by the publication of Peter Ibbetson, a remarkably ingenious and interesting 
romance. This was followed by Trilby, which created almost a Trilby craze. 
He died in 1896, leaving a novel entitled The Martian, which was published 
in Harper's Magazine. 

William Clark Russell (1844 ), a spirited and entertaining writer 

of sea stories— A Sea Queen, The Wreck of the Grosvenor, Jack's Courtship, 
and many others. 

Jambs Patn (1830 — — ), a brilliant and versatile novelist and miscellaneous 
writer. His best novels are Lost Sir Massingberd and By Proxy. 

L Zangwill, author of Children of the Ghetto, The King of Schnorrers, 
and other novels of Jewish life. 

Amelia B. Edwards, L. H. D. (1831 ), author of My Brother's Wife, 

Debenham's Vow, and Lord Brackenbury ; also a learned Egyptologist. 

John Strange Winter (Mrs. Stannard) has written Every Inch a Soldier, 
The Other Man's Wife, Booties' Baby, Mrs. Bob. etc. 

Sarah Grand (Mrs. McFall), Maxwell Gray (Miss Mary E. Tuttiett), 
John Oliver Hobbbs (Mrs. Pearl Craigie), Edna Lyall (Miss Ada Ellen 
Bayley), and Marie Corblli (Miss Mackay) have also obtained great popu- 
larity as novelists. 



Later Historical Writers. 

Many excellent historical works have been written within the 
last two or three decades, and though history may have lost some- 
thing in picturesqueness, it has gained much in accuracy. Authors 
have been more painstaking, have dived deeper into the hidden 
sources of history, than in the time of Hume. Only a few of the 
many historians can here be noticed, and some of these more prop- 
erly belong in the first part of this age. 
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John Richard Greene (1837-1883) did the world a great 
service by the publication, in 1874, of his Shoii History of the 
English People. It has the advantage over Hume and Macaulay 
that in a single volume it covers the entire ground. And the 
method is different from that of former historians ; as indicated by 
the title, it is a history, not so much of kings and courts, as of 
the people themselves, the very groundwork of the nation. The 
style, notwithstanding the condensation of the narrative, is clear 
and graphic, and at times even poetical. The work, since the 
author's death, has been illustrated and published in four volumes. 
He also published The Making of England and The Conqtust 
of England, 

William Edward Hartpole Lecky (1838 ) is a philo- 
sophical historian, treating not so much of events as of the causes 
of events, the influences that mould life and character and make 
history in its widest sense. His great works are — History of 
European Morals in the Middle Ages^ History of England in the 
i8th Century y History of Ireland in the 28th Century ^ and Democ- 
racy and Liberty (1897). 

Justin McCarthy (1830 ), a very versatile writer, leader, 

since the death of Parnell, of the Irish party in Parliament. He 
wrote — A History of Our Own TimeSy in 2 vols., whicluhas had 
great jwpularity (also in l vol.) and The French Revolution, 2 
vols. ; also several novels, among which are — Dear Lady Disdain 
and The Dictator. A continuation of the History of Our Own 
Times, in I vol., was published in 1897. 



OTHER LATER HISTORIANS. 

Edward Augustus Freeman (1823-1892) published more than thirty vol- 
umes, but liis greatest work is The Norman Conquest, which is exhaustive 
of the subject. Among the others may be named The Reign of William Rufus 
and The English People in Its Three Homes. 

Dr. William Stubbs (1825 ), Bishop of Oxford, and twenty years 

Professor of History at that University, stands very high among historians. 
His greatest works are — Elarly Plantagenets and Constitutional History of 
England. 

Samuel Gardiner (1829 ) is the author of The History of England 



LATER VICTORIAN LITERATURE. 73 

from the Accession of James I. to the Outbreak of the Civil War, and two 
volumes of the " Epochs of History" series — The Thirty Years' War and 
The First Two Stuarts and the Puritan Revolution, also Student's History 
of England. 

Jambs Brycb (1838 ), Oxford professor, statesman, traveller, histo- 
rian, is the author of I'he Holy Roman Empire and The American Common- 
wealth — a thorough analysis of American institutions. 



Later Critical and Miscellaneous Writers. 

Some writers who belong here are noticed under another head. 
For Sxample, Matthew Arnold is classed as a poet, and yet he 
was one of the finest critics of the age. Stevenson was a novelist 
and also a critic. And, on the contrary, some who are under this 
head are also poets or novelists. So numerous are the authors 
embraced under this comprehensive heading that we can give 
little more than the names of a few of the best. 



John Morley (1838 ) is author of 3 vols, of Miscellaniesy 

Studies in Literature^ and a long list of biographies in the English 
Men of Letters series, all excellent, and a First Sketch of English 
Literature. 

Andrew Lang (1844 — — ), one of the most active literary 

men in England, author of Books and Bookmen^ Letters to Dead 

Authors^ Letters on Literature^ etc., also several volumes of 

poems, among them Ballads on Blue China, Ballads and Verses 

Vain, Helen of Troy. 

Edmund W. Gosse (1849 )» poet and critic. Very pro- 
lific, yet graceful and accurate. Some of his best volumes of 
essays are — Gossip in a Library , Questions at Issue y The Jaco- 
bean Poets, and Critical Kit-Kats. He also wrote an excellent 
History of English Literature in the 28th Century, and charming 
lives of Gray, Congreve, and other men of letters. Among his 
poetical works are — Viol and Flute, King Erik, and New Poems, 

Leslie Stephen (1832 ) is the author of the delightful 

Hours in a Library, three series; also of History of English 
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Thought in the i8th Century ^ Science of Ethics y and lives of Pope, 
Johnson, and Swift. 

Edward Dowden (1843 ) is one of England's best 

Shaksperian scholars, also a poet and essayist. Among his best 
works are — Introduction to Shakspere ; Shakspere — His Mind and 
Arty and Studies in Literature, He has also published a very 
popular Primer of English Literature , and a life of Southey. 



OTHER CRITICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS WRITERS. 

Walter H. Patbr (1838-1894) was one of the best of recent essayists. 
He wrote Appreciations (essays on Coleridge, Lamb, and others), Greek 
Studies, The Renaissance, Miscellaneous Studies, published since his death. 
Child in the House, a poem. 

Geokgb W. Saintsbuky (1845 ) has published, among many other 

books, Elizabethan Literature, Essays in English Literature, Miscellaneous 
Essays, and lives of Dry den and Marlborough, all excellent. 

John C. Shairp (1819 ) is the author of Critical and Literary Essays, 

5 vols., including Aspects of Poetry, Culture and Religion, Poetic Interpre- 
tation of Nature, etc. 

St. George Mivart (1827 ) is a voluminous writer on Nature and 

literature. Among his works are — Essays and Criticisms, 2 vols.. Lessons 
from Nature, Man and Apes, On the Genesis of Species, and American 
Types of Animal Life. 

John Addington Symonds (1840 ), critic and poet, author of In the 

Key of Blue and other Prose Essays, Shakespeare's Predecessors in the Eng- 
lish Drama, Sketches and Studies in Southern Europe, and two vols, of 
poems entitled New and Old, and Many Moods. 

Sir John Lubbock (1834 ), a naturalist and essayist. Author of Fifty 

Years of Science, Scientific Lectures, The Beauties of Nature ; also of The 
Pleasures of Life, The Uses of Life, etc. — delightful essays. 

F. Anstby (Thomas Anstey Guthrie) has published some very bright and 
amusing stories, the principal of which are — Vice Versa, The Tinted Venus, 
Tourmaline's Time Checks, and Lyre and Lancet. 

Jerome K. Jerome (1862 ) has been called "the English Mark 

Twain." He has written some delightful nonsense, mixed with much 
sense. His most popular books are — Idle Thoughts of an Idle Fellow and 
Three Men in a Boat. 



PART II. 
THE LITERATURE OF AMERICA. 



INTRODUCnON. 

ORIGIN. — American Literature may be said to have begun in 
1640, the year in which the first book was printed in this 
country. 

This was the Bay Psalm Book, Most of the books produced in America 
before this time may be regarded as English books, as they were not only 
printed in England, but were also intended mainly for English circulation. 

Periods. — American Literature is divided, in this work, into 
three Periods : — 

1. The Colonial Age, 164CK1760. 

IL The Revolutionary Age, 1760-1830. 

III. The National Age, 1330-1876. 

Later American Literature, since 1876. 



PERIOD I ^THE COLONIAL AGE. 

I 640-1 760. 

[Embraang, in English history, the last nine years of the reign of Charles I., 
the Commonwealth and Protectorate, and the reigns of Cfcarles II., James II., 
William and Mary, Queen Anne, George I., and George II.J 

THIS age was unfavorable to literary production. It was an 
age of fighting rather than writing. The colonists, engaged 
in a constant struggle for existence, had but little time to devote 
to literary pursuits ; hence they left us but few works of perma- 
nent and universal interest. 
Most of the literature of this age is theologicaL This is owin^ 

(75\ 



76 COMMON-SCHOOL LITERATURE. 

to two causes : I . That learning was mostly confined to the clergy, 
and 2. That the mingling of various sects, in a time of strong relig- 
ious feeling, naturally provoked much theological discussion. 

Its chief literary representatives are Cotton Mather and Jona^ 
khan Edwards. 



COTTON MATHER. 1663-1728. 

Rev. Cotton Mather was one of the most learned and remarka- 
ble men that New England has ever produced. He was bom in 
1663, graduated at Harvard at the age of fifteeif, taught for some 
years, was ordained at twenty-one, and from that time till Lis 
death, in 1728, devoted himself with unflagging zeal to preaching 
and authorship. Like many other great men of that day, he was 
a firm believer in witchcraft, and assisted in the persecution of the 
poor wretches accused of it ; but this was an error of the head, 
not of the heart ; and he was, take him for all and all, one of the 
greatest and best men of hb age. 

His principal work is a history entitled Magnalia CkrisH 
Americana, from which we derive much of our knowledge of 
those times. The most celebrated of his other works are Memor^ 
able Providences delating to Witchcraft^ and The Wonders of 
the Invisible World , which is an account of several witch trials* 

EXTRACT. 

You are young and have the world before you ; stoop as yon 
go through it, and you will miss many a hard thump.* 



EDWARDS. 1 703-1 758. 

Rev. Jonathan Edwards, an eloquent preacher and profound 
metaphysician, was bom in Connecticut in 1703, and died at 
Princeton, N. J., in 1758. He was for two years a tutor in Yale 
College, and at the time of his death was President of the College 
of New Jersey, but most of kis life was spent in preaching. Hu 

* This advice was given to Benjamin Franklin after he had bumped hit 
head against a beam that extended across a passage-way in Mather's hoaa«. 
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great work, An Inquiry into the Freedom of the Will^ is one of 
the profoundest metaphysical works ever written, and insures the 
Author a permanent place among the great thinkers of the world. 
Said Robert Hall, " I consider Jonathan Edwards the greatest of 
the suns of men." 

EXTRACT. 

Surely there is something in the unruffled calm of natui^e thalil 
overawes our little anxieties and doubts : the sight of the ieep* 
blue sky and the clustering stars above seems to impart a quiet to 
the mind. 



OTHER AUTHORS OF THIS AGE. 

» 

John Eliot (1604-1690), " the apostle to the Indians/' who translated the 
Bible into an Indian dialect. This was the first Bible printed in America. 

Mrs. Akn Braostrert (1612-1672), wife of Gov. Bradstreet, the first 
American poetess, author of The Four Elements. 

Rsv. Ikcreasb Mather (1635-1733), father of Cotton Mather, and author of 
Remarkable Providences, etc. He was a very learned man, and was for 
some years President of Harvard College. 

John Woolman (1720-1773}, a noted Quaker preacher. His principad 
work is his Joiumal, which has been edited by the poet Whittier. 



English Contemporaries. 
This age is nearly coextensive with the ages of Milton, Dryden, and 
Pope. (See English Literature, pp. 17, 20, 21.) 



PERIOD II REVOLUTIONARY AGE. 

1 760-1830. 

(Embracing, in English history, the reigns of George III. and George IV.) 

IN this age was fought, with tongue and pen and sword, the great 
battle of political independence. During all this period, before 
and during and after the Revolution, till our liberties were fully 
secured and established, the chief subjects of thought and discus- 
sion were the rights of man and the principles of government. As 
ft consequence, the literature of the age, both in prose and poetiy, 
is almost exclusively of a political and patriotic character 
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The authors of this age will be divided into two classes :— 

I. The Poets, represented by Drake and Halleck. 

II. The Prose Writers, represented by Franklin, Jefferson 
I laniilton, Dwight, and Audubon. 



I. Poets of the Revolutionary Age. 



DRAKE. 1 795-1820. 

Joseph Ro<lman Drake was a young poet of brilliant promise, 
who died in 1820, at the early age of twenty-five. lie was the 
author of two celebrated poems, 77u American Flag and The 
Culprit Fay. The latter, which was written on a wager, in three 
days, is a fairy tale, the scene of which is laid on the banks of the 
Hudson. 

EXTRACT 

When Freedom, from her mountain height, 

Unfurled her standard to the air, 
She tore the azure robe of night, 

And set the stars of glory there ! 
She mingled with its gorgeous dyes 
The milky baldric of the skies, 
And striped its pure celestial white 
With streakings of the morning light; 
Then, from his mansion in the sun. 
She called her eagle-bearer down. 
And gave into his mighty hand 
The symbol of her chosen land. 

TTie American Flag. 

NoTB.— The last four lines of this poem, as written by Drake, were as fol- 
0W8 :— 

'*And fixed as yonder orb divine 

That saw thy bannered blaze unfurled. 
Shall ihy proud stars resplendent shine, 
The gusird and glory ot the world." 

These were rejected, and the following, by Fitz-Greene Halleck, which are 
inferior to theia, both in poetic beauty and clearness, were sut«tituted:— 

'* Forever float that standard sheet t 

Where breathes the foe but falls before us, 
With Freedom's soil beneath our feet. 
And Freedom's banner streaming o er usT" 
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HALLECK. 1795-1867. 

Fitz Greene Halleck, though he lived till a recent date, won all 
his literary celebrity before 1830, and therefore belongs in this age. 
He was an intimate friend of Drake's, and wrote some beautiful 
lines on his death. He was for many years confidential adviser 
to John Jacob Astor, and died in New York in 1867. 

Halleck's poems are few, but of great excellence— clear, manly, 
and spirited. His principal poem, Marco Bosszaris, is one of the 
very finest heroic odes in the English language. 

EXTRACTS. 
I. 

Green be the turf above thee, 

Friend of my better days ! 
None knew thee but to love thee. 

None named thee but to praise. 

Lines on the Death of Drake, 

II. 

For thou art Freedom's now, and Fame's, 
One of the few, the immortal names. 
That were not born to die. 

Marco Bozzaris, 



OTHER POETS OF THIS AGE. 

Philip Frbmbau (i 752-1832), author of many political and miscellaneous 
poems. 

JuDGB Francis Hopkinson (1737-1791), author of a once celebrated hu- 
morous poem. The Battle of the Kegs. 

JuDGB Joseph Hopkinson (1770-1842), son of the preceding, and author of 
Hail Columbia. 

RouBRT Trbat Painb(i773-i8ii), author of the poem Adams and Liberty. 

Francis Scott Kby (1779-1843), author of The Star-Spangled Banner. 

Clbmbnt C. Moorb (1779-1863), author of A Visit from St. Nicholas 
(1' was the night before Christmas,*' etc.); also of a Hebrew and Greek Lexi* 
con, etc 

Samubl Woodworth (1785-1842), author of The Old Oaken Bucket. 

Mrs. Maria Brooks (1795-1845), sumamed by Southey '* Maria del 0'X» 
dente" (Maria of the West), author of Zophiel and other poems. 
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II. Prose Writers of the Revolutionary Aoe. 



FRANKLIN. 1 706-1 790. 

Benjamin Franklin, one of the finest examples of a self-made 
man that history affords, was bom in Boston in 1706. Beginning 
life as a tallow-chandler's boy, he rose step by step until he be- 
came one of the greatest philosophers and statesmen of his age; 
and, having filled many high offices of profit and trust, and con- 
tributed powerfully to the establishment of our government and 
the improvement of mankind, he died in Philadelphia, full of 
honors as of years, in 1 790. 

His works fill several large volumes. They consist of his Au- 
tobiography, his moral, political, and philosophical Essays, and 
his Correspondence, Some of his short pieces, such as The Whis- 
tle, The Grindstone, and the Dialogue with the Gout, have found 
their way into a large number of school readers ; and his wise 
sayings known as Poor Richard* s Maxims, are as familiar as the 
Proverbs of Solomon. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 
God helps them that help themselves. 

If you would not be forgotten as soon as you are dead, either 
write things worth reading or do things worth writing. 

III. 

If you would learn the value of money, go and try to borrow 
some, for he that goes a-borrowing goes a-sorrowing, 

IV. 

There are two ways of being happy, — we may either diminish 
jur wants or increase our means : eiUier will do—the result is the 
same. 

V. 

Pride is as loud a beggar as Want, and a great deal more saucy. 
When you have bought one fine thing, you must buy ten more, 
that your appearance may be all of a piece ; but it is easier to sup* 
piess the first desire than to satisfy all that follow it 
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JEFFERSON. 1743-1826. 

Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia, third President of the United 
States, was a fine scholar, a wise statesman, and a good and great 
man. He was bom in 1743, and died on July 4, 1826* — the fif 
tieth anniversary of American independence. 

Jefferson is the author of Notes on Virginia and other valuable 
works; but his greatest work is the Declaration of Independence, 
Of all our great men, he is the truest representative of republican 
ideas, and he probably did more than any other to shape the des- 
tinies of our country. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident : that all men are crea^ 
ted equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator with certaiv 
unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness. 

II. — ^A DECALOGUE. 

1. Never put off till to-morrow what you can do to-day. 

2. Never trouble another for what you can do yourself. 

3. Never spend your money before you have it. 

4. Never buy what you do not want, because it is cheap ; it 
will be dear to you. 

5. Pride costs us more than hunger, thirst, and cold. 

6. We never repent of having eaten too little. 

7. Nothing is troublesome that we do willingly. 

8. How much pain have cost us the evils that have never hap- 
pened! 

9. Take things always by the smooth handle. 

10. When angry, count ten before you speak; if very angry, a 
hundred. 



HAMILTON. 1757-1804. 

Alexander Hamilton, who was killed in a duel by Aaron Biur, 

n 1804, was distinguished as a soldier, a statesman, and a writer. 

He was Secretary of the Treasury under Washington, and to hin> 

is due the honoi of bringing order out of chaos, and establishing 

* By a wonderful coincidence, John Adams, another of thr great founders 
of our nation, died on the same day 
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the finances of the country upon a firm basis. His fame as « 
writer rests chiefly upon his contributions to llie Federalist^ ill 
which are expounded the principles of the G>nstitution. 

EXTRACT. 

The native brilliancy of the diamond needs not the polish of 
art ; the conspicuous features of preeminent merit need not the 
coloring pencil of imagination, nor the florid decorations of 
rhetoric. Eulogium on Gen, Greene, 



DWIGHT. 1752-1817. 

Dr. Timothy Dwight, one of the most distinguished presidents 
of Yale College, was also distinguished as an author. In prose his 
principal work is Theology Explained and Defended, In poetry 
his best works are Columbia^ Greenfield Hilly and some versions 
of the Psalms, among which the most popular is that beginning,^ 

** I love thy kii^dom, Lord, 
The house of thy abode, 
The church our bless'd Redeemer saved 
With his own precious blood." 

EXTRACT. 

Columbia, Columbia, to glory arise. 

The queen of the world and the child of the skies! 

Thy genius commands thee ; with rapture behold 

While ages on ages thy splendors unfold. 

Thy reign is the last, and the noblest of time ; 

Most fruitful thy soil, most inviting thy clime ; 

Let the crimes of the East ne'er encrimson thy name, 

Be freedom and science and virtue thy fame. 

Columbia, 



AUDUBON. 1780-1851. 

John James Audubon is celebrated in literature for his great 
work entitled The Birds of America^ in four volumes, folio, 
magnificently illustrated by four hundred and thirty-five colored 
plates, the whole costing originally one thousand dollars a copy- 
He ard his sons subsequently published a work entitled Quadru- 
peds of America, His ornithology is celebrated for the truth and 
beauty of its descriptions and the excellence of its illustrations. 
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EXTRACT. 

Where is the person who, on observing this glittering fragmenX 
of the rainbow^ would not pause, admire, and instantly turn his 
mind with reverence towards the Almighty Creator, the wonders 
of w hose hand we at every step discover, and of whose sublime 
conceptions we everywhere observe the manifestations in his admi- 
rable system of creation ? 



OTHER PROSE WRITERS OF THIS AGE. 

John Adams (17 35-1826), second President of the United States, author of 
many political papers. His Letters to his Wife are much admired. 

Jambs Madison (1751-1836), fourth President of the United States, cele* 
brated for his papers in The Federalist, etc. 

John Witherspoon, D. D., L.L. D. (1729-1794), President of Princeton 
College, signer of the Declaration, and a prolific and able writer. 

Charles Brockdbn Brown (1771-1810), first American Novelist; author 
of Wieland, Ormond, Arthur Mervyn (descriptive of the yellow fever in 
Philadelphia in 1793), Edgar Huntly, etc. ; also a number of political papers 
and miscellanies. Style vivid, sometimes inflated, but never dull. An edition 
de luxe erf* his novels was published in Philada., in 1893. Brown, like his 
poet contemporary Drake, was a lifelong sufferer — a victim of consumption. 

Wm. Ellbry Channing, D. D. (1780-X843X an eloquent preacher and 
refined writer, authorof Evidences of Chnstianity, Self-Culture, Sermons, etc 

Dr. David Ramsay (1749-1815), bom in Lancaster Co., Pa., but most of 
his life a resident of South Carolina. He wrote History of South Carolina, 
History of the United States, Universal History, Life of Washington, etc 

Washington Allston (1779-1843), artist, poet, and prosist ; author of The 
Sylphs of the Seasons, Romance of Monaldi, Lectiu-es on Art, etc 

Wm. Wirt (i 772-1834), a great lawyer, and author of The British Spy and 
Life of Patrick Henry. 

Albx. Wilson (1766-1813), a great ornithologist, little inferior to Audubon. 

Judge Kent (1763-1847), author of Commentaries on American Law. 

Judge Story (1779-1845), author of a Commentary on the Constitutioii of 
the United States, and various other legal treatises. 

Chief Justice Marshall (1755-1835), author of a Life of Washington. 



English Contemporaries. 
This age in American Literature is nearly co-extensive with the ages of 
Johnson and Scott, in English Literature. (See pages 35, 33.) 

* The humming-bird. 
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PERIOD ni— NATIONAL AGE. 
I 830-1 876. 

(Embracing, in English historyf the reigns of Wm. IV. and Victoria.) 

WE have called this period " The National Age," because 
now for the first time our literature began to assume a 
national importance and to show signs of a distinct national lite. 
In the preceding ages it had been, apart from works of local and 
temporary interest, insignificant in amount and imitative in char- 
acter ; but with the advent of Cooper, Irving, Bryant, and Em- 
erson, it began to challenge the attention of the world, and to 

show the results of American thought and culture. The unex- 
ampled material prosperity of the nation has been accompanied 
by a corresponding intellectual development ; and there has been 
great literary activity in poetry, history, biography, travels, fiction, 
and especially in the various departments of scientific inquiry. 
And with our enormous material growth there has come greater in- 
dependence of thought and judgment, less dependence on foreign 
opinion. We no longer ask with fear and trembling, as formerly, 
what does England think of this or that ; we have set up literary 
standards equally high, of our own, and our authors are judged 
by these standards, on their own intrinsic merits. 

The authors of this period being numerous, will be divided 
into two classes : — 

I. The Poets, represented by Bryant, Longfellow, Whittier, 
Lowell, Holmes, Poe, Saxe, Read, Boker, Taylor, Alice Gary, 
Celia Thaxter, Aldrich, Stedman, Holland, Harte, Miller, Stod- 
dard, Hayne, and Timrod. 

n. The Prose Writers, represented by Irving, Prescott, 
Bancroft, Motley, Cooper, Hawthorne, Stowe, Everett, Webster, 
Agassiz, Emerson, Whipple, White, Simms, Parkman, Howells, 
E. E. Hale, Henry James, and ** Mark Twain." 

Note. — This classification is necessarily imperfect, as most poets are also 
prose writers, and many prose writers are also poets ; but some authors are 
chiefly noted for their verse, others for their prose, and they are classed 
accordingly. 
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I. Poets of the National Age. 



BRYANT. 1 794-1 878. 

William Cullen Bryant, who may almost be called the fatxier 
of American poetry, was bom at Cummington, Mass., in 1794. 
After receiving a thorough education and devoting himself for 
some years to the study and practice of law, he connected him- 
self, in 1826, with the New York Evening Post, which he edited 
during the rest of his life. He died in 1878, at the ripe age of 
eighty-four, universally loved and lamented. 

Among his finest poems are the following : Thartatopsis, Death 
of the Flowers, Forest Hymn, Green River, The Evening Wind, 
Song of the Stars, Song of the Sower, The Planting of the 
Appletree, Waiting at the Gate, and The Flood of Years, The 
first of these was written at the age of eighteen, the last at the age 
of eighty-two. These two points mark the extremes of a literary 
career remarkable no less for its brilliancy than its extent. 

Besides his original poems, he has published an excellent Trans- 
lation of Homer, and several books of travel. 

Bryant may appropriately be called the American Wordsworth, 
being characterized by the same minute and reverent observation 
of nature, and the same deep religious feeling, that appear in the 
works of that great poet ; but in classic dignity of style and purity 
of diction he is Wordsworth's superior. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

Truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again ; 

The eternal years of God are hers ; 
But Error, wounded, writhes in pain, 

And dies amid his worshippers. The Battlefield, 

II. 

The groves were God's first temples. Ere man learned 
To hew the shaft and lay the architrave, 
Aud spread the itx>f above them ; ere he framed 
The lofty vault, to gather and roll back 



86 COMMON-SCHOOL UTERATURB, 

The sound of anthems ; in the darkling wood, 

Amid the cool and silence, he knelt down. 

And offered to the Mightiest solemn thanks 

And supplication. Forest Hymn. 

III. 

Spirit that breathest through my lattice, thou 

That cool'st the twilight of the sultry day, ^ 

Gratefully flows thy fresh'hess round my brow ; 
Thou hast been out upon the deep at play, 

Riding all day the wild blue waves till now. 

Roughening their crests, and scattering high their spray, 

And swelling the white sail. I welcome thee 

To the scorched land, thou wanderer of the sea. 

The Evening Wind. 
IV. 

So live that, when thy summons comes to join 
The innumerable caravan that moves 
To that mysterious realm where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death, — 
Thou go, not like the quarry-slave at night. 
Scourged to his dungeon, but sustained and soothed 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams. 

Thanatopsis^ 



LONGFELLOW. 1 807-1 882. 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, the most popular of our poets, 
fras bom at Portland, Maine, in 1807. He graduated at Bowdoin 
College in the class of 1825, and afterwards, at various times, 
further enriched his mind by European study and travel. For 
twenty-five years (1829 to 1854) he filled a professorship in col- 
lege, six years in Bowdoin, and nineteen years in Harvard. 

He lived at Cambridge, Mass., in an old house once occupied 
by Creneral Washington as his headquarters. To this fact he al* 
ludes in his pcem, To a Child, in which he says, — 

" Once, ah, once within these walls, 
One whom memory oft recalls. 
The father of his country dwelt." 

Professot Longfellow was twice married. His first wife 
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died at Rotterdam, Holland, in 1835 ; his second wife was burned 
to death in 186 1, her clothes having accidentally taken fire while 
sealing an envelope at the flame of a taper. 

The following are some of Mr. Longfellow's most popular 
poems: Evangeline^ Tales of a Wayside Inn ^ Courtship of MUes 
Slandish, The Building of the Ship, The Old Clock on the Stairs, 
Santa Filomena, The Bridge, The Builders, Resignation, The 
Day is Done^ The Hanging of the Crane, and Morituri Saluta- 
mus. 

He also published three popular prose works — Outre Mer^ 
Hyperion, and Kavanagh — and an excellent poetical Transla- 
tion of Dante, with copious notes and commentaries. 

Longfellow's chief characteristics are simplicity, g^ace, and 
refinement. Of imagination and passion he has but little. 
He does not often startle his readers by the utterance of a new 
and striking thought, but he perpetually charms them by present- 
ing the ordinary sentiments of humanity in a new and more at- 
tractive garb. He died March 24, 1882. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

All are architects of fate. 

Working in these walls of time ; 

Some with massive deeds and great. 
Some with ornaments of rhyme. 

Nothing useless is or low ; 

Each thing in its place is best ; 
And what seems but idle show 

Strengthens and supports the rest. 

For the structure that we raise 

Time is with materials filled ; 
Our to-days and yesterdays 

Are the blocks with which we build. 

Truly shape and fashion these ; 

Leave no yawning gaps between ; 
Think not, t>ecause no man sees, 

Such things will remain unseen. 

The Bmlden. 



i^ 
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II. 

There is no death ; what seems so is transition ; 

This life of mortal breath 
Is but a suburb of the life elysian 

Whose portal we call death. Resignation. 

III. 

Be not like a stream that brawls 

Loud with shallow waterfalls, 

But in quiet self-control 

Link together soul and soul. Songo River, 

IV. 

Alike are life and death, 

When life in death survives. 
And the uninterrupted breath 

Inspires a thousand lives. 

On Charles Sumnet, 

V. 

Up soared the lark into the air, 
A shaft of song, a winged prayer. 
As if a soul, released from pain. 
Were flying back to heaven again. 

The Sermon of St, Franris. 

VI. 

The talent of success is nothing more than doing what you can 
do well, and doing well whatever you do, without a thought of 
fame. 

WHITTIER. 1 807-1 892. 

John Greenleaf Whittier was bom at Haverhill, Mass., in 1807. 
While a boy he worked with his father on a farm, sometimes 
assisting, during the winter months, in making shoes. His edu- 
cation was obtained in the schools of his native village. On be- 
coming of age he became editor of a paper, and has ever since 
devoted himself to literature. He never married. His residence, 
during the greater part of his life, was at Amesbury, Mass., where 
he died in 1893, in the enjoyment of the love and veneration of all 
his countrymen. 

Whittier has written much both in prose and poetry, but if 
chiefly distinguished as a poet Among his most popular poems 
Bxe^-'Maud Muller, Barbara Frtetchie, My Psaltn^ My Ph^maie, 
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SnoTthBound, Among the Hilh^ A Tent on the Beach^ Mabel 
Martin (The Witch's Daughter revised), and Centennial Hymn. 
His principal prose works are Old Portraits and Modem Sketihes, 
and Literary Recreations, 

In Whittier's poems we find masculine vigor combined with 
womanly tenderness; a fierce hatred of wrong, with an all- 
embracing charity and love. In his anti-slavery and patriotic 
lyrics, "he seems," as Whipple says, "to pour out his blood with 
his lines," so terrible is his energy ; but in most of his poems, 
especially his later ones, we find only the calm earnestness of the 
inquirer after truth, combined with the sublime faith and prayerful 
resignation of the true dristian. He lacks Ix)ngfellow's wide 
and el^[ant culture, but surpasses him in real poetic genius, and 
ranks next to him in popularity. 

EXTRACTS. 
I. 

I pray the prayer of Plato old, — 

God make thee beautiful within. 
And let thine eyes the good behold 

In everything save sin. My Namesake 

II. 

The riches of a commonwealth 

Are free, strong minds and hearts of health ; 
And more to her than gold or grain. 
The cunning hand and cultured brain. 

Our State, 
III. 

For still in mutual sufferance lies 

The secret of true living ; 
Love scarce is love, that never knows 

The sweetness of forgiving. Among /fie Hills 

IV. 

The clouds which rise with thunder, slake 

Our thirsty souls with rain ; 
The blow most dreaded falls to break 

From off our limbs a chain ; 
And wrongs of man to man but make 

The love of God more plain ; 
As, through the shadowy lens of even, 
The eye looks farthest into heaven. 
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On gleams of star and depths of blue 

The glaring sunshme never knew. AU^s WelL 



LOWELL. 1819-1891. 

James Russell Lowell, poet, essayist, and critic, was bom at 
Cambridge, Mass., in 18 19, graduated at Harvard, and was for 
many years Professor of Belles-Lettres in that institution. He was 
appointed by President Hayes Minister to Spain, and was afterward 
transferred to the Court of St. James, where he greatly distinguished 
himself, not only by his diplomatic abilities, but still more by the 
dignity and affability of his deportment and the marvellous learning 
and eloquence of his public addresses. He died in 1 89 1. 

Prof. Lowell is about equally distinguished in poetry and prose. 
Among the best of his poems are — The Biglow Papers^ Tht 
Present Crisis^ Sir Launfal^ A Glance Behind the Curtain^ 
Under the Willows, Commemoration Ode, The First Snowfall, 
Longing, and The Changeling, 

His principal prose works are his three volumes of essays and 
reviews, two of which are entitled Among My Books, and the other 
Aly Study Window, 

Lowell excels in so many things that it is difficult to say what 
is his leading characteristic. Probably nowhere else in the whole 
range of contemporary literature can be found such versatility 
combined with such excellence. In some of his poems we most 
admire his wit, in others his delicacy and pathos, in others his 
6ne descriptive power, in others his airy fancy, in others the dar- 
ing sweep of his imagination and the terrible energy of his passion; 
and always and everywhere there is an ease and facility of move- 
ment that makes us feel that be is not putting forth half his strength. 
But with all his excellence he is not a popular poet, like Long- 
fellow. He is too subtle and profound ; requires too much thought 
on the part of the reader. This is particidarly the case in his later 
poems. These are not only difficult but obscure, so that reading 
them is to ordinary minds not a pleasure but a task. His great 
learning and his thought-power seem to have got the better of his 
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poedc sensibility, and to have spoiled a great poet to make a great 

critic. His latest works are a volume of poems entitled Nfarts- 

ease end Rue^ and a prose volume of Political and Literary 

Essays, As an essayist and reviewer he had no superior. His 

knowledge was extensive, his judgment sound, and his style both 

brilliant and forcible. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

And what is so rare as a day in June ? 

Then if ever come perfect days ; 
Then Heaven tries the earth if it be in tune, 
And over it softly her warm ear lays. 

Sir Launfal, 
II. 

All that hath been majestical 

In life or death since time began. 

Is native in the simple heart of all, 
The angel-heart of man. 

Incident in a R. R. Car, 

III. 

He *s true to God who 's true to man ; wherever wrong is done, 
To the humblest and the weakest *neath the all-beholding sun. 
That wrong is also done to us ; and they are slaves most base 
Whose love of right is for themselves, and not for all the race. 

On the Capture of Certain Fugitive Slaves, 

IV. 

Of all the myriad moods of mind 

That through the soul come thronging. 
What one was e*er so dear, so kind, 

So beautiful, as longing? 
The thing we long for, that we are 

For one transcendent moment. 
Before the present, poor and bare. 

Can make its sneering comment. 

Still through our paltry stir and strife 

Glows down the wished ideal. 
And Longing moulds in clay what Life 

Carves in the marble real. 
To let the new life in, we know. 

Desire must ope the portal ; 
Perhaps the longing to be so 

Helps make the soul immortaL Lengin^, 
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VI. 

What a man pays for bread and butter is t* orth its market value, 
and no more; what he pays for love's sake is gold indeed, which 
has a lure for angels' eyes, and rings well upon God's touchstone. 



HOLMES. 1 809-1 894. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, one of the most witty, original, and 
brilliant writers of the present age, was born in 1809. He was a 
graduate of Harvard College, and was for many years a medical 
lecturer in that institution. He died in 1894. 

He was equally great in poetry and prose. His lyrics, such 
as Union and Liberty ^ Old Ironsides ^ Welcome to the Nations ^ etc., 
are among the most spirited and beautiful in the language ; and 
his humorous poems, such as The One-Hoss Shay, My Aunt, etc., 
have an irresistible quaintness and drollery, combined with that 
tender and kindly feeling which is always a characteristic of true 
humor. Some of his happiest efforts are the poems written for class 
reunions and other special occasions. Of these, The Boys and 
Bill and Joe are good examples. 

Dr. Holmes is not only one of the wittiest, but also one of the 
wisest of our writers. His works, particularly his prose works, 
present a succession of the most brilliant and original thoughts, 
which fill the mind of the reader with ever recurring wonder and 
delight. The best of his prose works is the series of papers con- 
tributed to the Atlantic Monthly, under the title of The Autocrat 
of the Breakfast Table, These were followed by The Professor 
at the Breakfast Table^ Elsie Venner{z. novel), The Guardian 
Angel (a novel), and The Poet at the Breakfast Table, 

EXTRACTS. 
I. 

We count the broken Ijrres that rest 

Where the sweet wailing singers slumber, 

But o'er their silent sister's breast 
The wild flowers, who will stoop to numbei ? 

A few can touch the magic string, 
And noisy fame is proud to win them ; 



NATIONAL AGS. 93 

iAlas if IT those that never sing, 
But die with all their music in them ! 

Tki Voiceless. 

i II. 

Day hath put on his jacket, and around 
His burning bosom buttoned it with stars. 

Evening — by a Tailor, 
III. 

By every hill whose stately pines 

Wave their dark arms above 
The home where some fair being shines, 

To warm the wilds with love, 
From barest rock to bleakest shore 

Where farthest sail unfurls, 
That stars and stripes are streaming o'er, — 

God bless our Yankee Girls ! 

Our Yankee Girls. 

IV. 

Put not your trust in money, but put your money in trust. 

V. 

Men, like peaches and pears, grow sweet a little while before 
they begin to decay. 

VI. 

The best part of our knowledge is that which teaches us where 
knowledge leaves off and ignorance begins. 



POE. 1809-1849. 

Edgar Allan Poe, a brilliant but erratic genius, was bom in 
Boston in 1 809. Left an orphan at an early age, he was adopted 
by Mr. Allan, a wealthy gentleman of Richmond, who gave him 
excellent opportunities of culture. He attended for a short time 
the University of Virginia, and afterwards entered the Academy 
at West Point, from which he was expelled. After that he led 
a wild and irregula- life, alienating his benefactor and bringing 
wretchedness and disgrace upon himself; and finally died in 
Baltimore, in 1849, ^^^"^ ^^ effects of intemperance and expo- 
sure. (See Gill's Life of Poe.) 

He was the author ol several weird and powerful romances— 
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among them 7^ Fall of the House of Usher, The Gold Bug, and 

T7u Murders of the Rue Morgue — and a number of poems, the 

most remarkable of which are The Raven and The Bells. Both 

of these poems are wonderful productions, — the first for its beauty 

of rhythm and its almost unearthly sadness ; the second for the 

perfection of its harmony, — ^its exquisite adaptation of sound U> 

tense. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered,weak and weary, 
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore, — 
While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping. 
As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door. 
•**T is some visitor," I muttered, "tapping at my chamber door ; 
Only this, and nothing more." The Raven, 

II. 

The Romans worshipped their standard, and the Roman stand- 
ard happened to be an eagle. Our standard is only one-tenth of 
an eagle, — a dollar, — and we make all even by loving it with ten- 
fold devotion. 



SAXE. 1816-1887. 

John Godfrey Saxe, one of the best of our humorous poets, was 
born in Vermont in 1816, and graduated at Middlebury College. 
He studied law, but devoted most of his life to literary pursuits. 
He died in Albany, N. Y., in 1887. 

As a humorist he resembles Hood, being remarkably quick in 
seeing the ludicrous side of things, and very felicitous in the use of 
puns and other oddities of speech. His wit is not of so high a kind 
as that of Lowell and Holmes, but it certainly is very excellent of 
its kind. 

As examples of his style we may mention The Briefless Bar' 
rister. The Proud Miss MacBride, and his travesties on Orpheus 
end Eurydice, Pyramus and Thisbe, etc. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 
In battle or business, whatever the game, 
In law or in love, it is ever the same ; 
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In the struggle for power, or the scramble for pelf. 
Let this be your motto : Rely on yourself t 
For whether the prize be a ribbon or tlirone. 
The victor is he who can " go it alone.*' 

The Game of Life. 

II. 

Depend upon it, my snobbish friend, 
Your family thread you can't ascend 
Without good reason to apprehend 
You'll find it waxed at the farther end 

By some plebeian vocation I 
Or, worse than that, your boasted line 
May end in a loop of stronger twine 

That plagued some worthy relation ! 

Froud Miss MacBride* 



READ. 1822-1872. 

Thomas Buchanan Read, poet and artist, was bom in Chester 
County, Pa., in 1822. At the age of fourteen he went to Cincin- 
nati to study sculpture, but soon turned his attention to painting and 
poetry, and won fame in both. Much of his life was spent in 
Italy. He died in New York in 1872, just after his return from 
Rome. 

Among his most important poems are — The New Pastoral^ The 
House by the Sea, The Wagoner of the Alleghenies, Drifting, and 
Sheridan* s Ride, Of these. Drifting is the most beautiful, Sheri^ 
datCs Ride the most popular. 

EXTRACT. 

The maid who binds her warrior's sash. 

With smile that well her pain dissembles. 
The while beneath her drooping lash 

One starry tear-drop hangs and trembles ; 
Though Heaven alone records the tear. 

And fame shall never know her story. 
Her heart has shed a drop as dear 

As e'er bedewed the field of glory ! 

The Brave at Home. 
(From the Wagoner of the Ail^hcnies.) 



96 COMMON-SCHOOL LITERATURE, 

BOKER. 1824-1890. 

George H. Boker, a dramatic and lyric poet of great excellence, 
was bom in Philadelphia in 1824, and spent most of his life in that 
city. In 187 1 he was appointed United States Minister to Con- 
Btantinople, and was afterwards transferred to St. Petersburg. 

Among his regular dramas are — Calaynos, Leonorde Guxman, 
Ann BoleyUy and The Betrothed, They are conceived in the 
highest style of dramatic art, and rise almost to the dignity of clas- 
sics. Among the best of his other works are — The Ivory Carver^ 
The Podesta's Daughter y The Black Regiment, and The Ballad of 
Sir John Franklin^ all of which are excellent of their kind. 

EXTRACT. 

Qose his eyes, his work is done ; 

What to him is friend or foeman, 
Rise of moon or set of sun, 

Hand of man or kiss of woman ? 
Lay him low, lay him low, 
In the clover or the snow. -• 

What cares he ? — ^he cannot know ; 

Lay him low. Dirge for a Soldier, 



TAYLOR. 1825-1878. 

Bayard Taylor, an eminent traveller, poet, and novelist, was 
bom at Kennet Square, Chester county. Pa., in 1825, and died 
in Berlin in 1878, while serving as United States Minister to 
Germany. At the age of nineteen he set out for a European 
tour with only ^^140 in his pocket. The result was a volume 
entitled Views Afoot. Subsequently he travelled in Africa, 
China, Japan, and many other countries, and published his 
observations in a long series of entertaining volumes. 

Not only was Mr. Taylor one of the greatest of modem trav- 
ellers, but he also attained a high rank as a poet and a novelist 
His principal poetical works are the following: Poems of 
Home and Travel, Poems of the Orient, The Picture of St, 
John, The Poefs Journal, Lars, The Masque of the Gods, 
Home Pastorals, and Prince Deukalion, To these original 
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works should be added his excellent translation of Goethe's 
Faust, His print ipal novels zx^— Hannah Thurston^ T%€ 
Story of Kennett^ John Godfreys Fortunes^ and Joseph and 
his Friend. 

Mr. Taylor achieved brilliant success in various lines of au- 
thorship; hut his fame will rest chiefly upon his poetry, some 
of which is of a high order. Perhaps the climax of his poet- 
ical career was reached in his Centennial Ode, which he re- 
cited in Philadelphia, July 4, 1876. It is certainly a noble 
production, honorable alike to his patriotism and to his genius. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 
Only a woman knows a woman's need. Lars, 

II. 

The healing of the world 
Is in its nameless saints. Each separate sUr 
Seems nothing ; but a myriad scattered stars 
Break up the night and make it beautiful. Lars, 

III. 

Sleep, soldiers ! still in honored rest 

Your truth and valor wearing; 
The bravest are the tenderest, — 

The loving are the daring. 

The Song of the Camp. 

ALICE GARY. 1820-1871. 

Miss Ali^e Gary, the best poetess that this country has produced, 
was bom near Cincinnati in 1820, and died at her home in New 
York city in 1871. She used her pen as a means of support ; and 
notwithstanding her delicate health, she made large and import- 
ant contributions to the literature of our country. Among her 
prose works are Clovemook, a volume of sketches ; Married^ not 
Mated, and Hollywood, novels; and Pictures of Country Life, 
Her poems, together with her sister Phoebe's, fill several volumes. 
Among the best of her separate poems are — Thanksgiving (a long 
poem not unworthy of Wordsworth), Pictures of Memoty, Order 
for a Picture, The Bridal Veil, Krumley, Here and There, The 
Poet to the Painter^ etc. 
7 
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Alice Gary is the Jean Ingelow of America. Her poeirs arc 
thoughtful, graceful, full of religious feeling, and everywhere 
sparkling with poetic beauties. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

*T is not a wild chorus of praises, 

Nor chance, nor yet fate ; 
'T is the greatness bom wiUi him and in him. 
That makes the man great. 

The Measure of Time, 
II. 

I hold that Christian grace abounds 

Where charity is seen ; that when 
We climb to Heaven, *t is on the rounds 

Of love to men. My Creed, 

III. 

Not what God gives, but what He takes, 

Uplifts us to the holiest height ; 
On truth's rough crags life's current breakii 

To diamond light. Faith and Works. 

IV. 

Do you hear the wild birds calling. 

Do you hear them, O my heart ? 
Do you see the blue air falling 

From their rushing wings apart ? 

With young mosses they are flockmg. 

For they hear the laughing breeze, 
With dewy fingers rocking 

Their light cradles in the trees. May Vemes. 



Phoebe Gary. — Phoebe Gary, who died a few months after 
her sister Alice, was also richly endowed with poetic genius. She 
was exceedingly witty, and loved to amuse herself by writing 
parodies and other amusing things. But she also wrote some 
beautiful serious pieces, among them Field Preaching, and the 
popular hymn beginning— 

** One sweetly solemn thought 
• Gomes to me o'er and o'er, 
That I 'm nearer my home to-day. 
Than I 've- ever been before." 
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CELTA THAXTER. 1835-1894. 

After the death of Alice Gary, Mrs. Celia Thaxter became our 
queen of song. Born in Portsmouth, N. H., in 1835, she spent 
most of her life in Appledoie, one of the Isles of Shpals. She 
was passionately fond of the sea, and from it drew her inspiration. 
She did not attempt much variety ; there was but one string to her 
lyre, but from it she drew strains of exquisite sweetness. In po- 
etic interpretation of Nature she has not been excelled even by 
our great masters of song. The flowers of her rocky isle, the rip- 
ple and war of the waves, the white-winged gulls, the distant 
sails flecking the deep, the overarching sky with its ever-shifting 
scenery, the glow of dawn and the glories of sunset, — were all 
made to express her sentiment and minister to her art. Her 
chief works are Poevis^ Driftweed, Poems for Children^ and a 
delightful prose volume. Among the Isles of Shoals. Of single 
poems A Summer Day, The Wreck of the Pocahontas^ Before 
Sunrise, and The Pimpernely are excellent examples. A volume 
of her letters has been published since her death, which occurred 
in 1894. 

EXTRACT. 

O Earth ! thy summer song of joy may soar 
Ringing to heaven in triumph. I but crave 
The sad caressing murmur of the wave 

That breaks in tender music on the shore. 

Land-Locked. 



ALDRICH. 1836- 

Thomas Bailey Aldrich, who was bom at Portsmouth, N. H., 
in 1836, has lately attained high rank as a lyric poet and a novel- 
Si. He has not attempted anything grand in poetry, but what he 
has tempted he has accomplished with the utmost beauty and 
perfection. Among his poems are Babie Bell, The Face Against 
the Pane, Friar Jeromes Beautiful Book, and others, which are 
delicate and charming productions. His principal novels are 
The Story of a Bcid Boy, Marjorie Daw and o<A«v People, "Wi^ 
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Prudence Palfrey, His latest poetical work {\%x)^))& Judith and 
Holofemes, based on the Bible narrative. 

EXTRACT. 
BEFORE THE RAIN. 

We knew it would rain, for all the mom, 

A spirit on slender ropes of mist 
Was lowering its golden buckets down 

Into the vapory amethyst 

Of marshes and swamps and dismal fens ; 

Scooping the dew that lay in the flowers. 
Dipping the jewels out of the sea, 

To scatter them over the land in showers. 

We knew it would rain, for the poplars showed 
The white of their leaves, and the amber grain 

Shrunk in the wind, — and the lightning now 
Is tangled in tremulous skeins of rain. 



STEDMAN. 1833- 

Edmund Qarence Stedman, son of a poetess (Mrs. E. C. Kin- 
ney), is a banker, a poet, and a critic. Some of his poems show 
a very high order of genius. Among the best are — 754^ Doorstep^ 
Pan in Wall Street^ At Twilight , John Brown of Ossawatomie^ 
The Blameless Prince^ and Alice of Monmouth^ included in the 
Household Edition of his poems. 

In his volume entitled The Victorian Poets, he has shown him- 
self to be a critic of fine discrimination, and a writer of excellent 
prose. This was followed by American Poets, and a fine critical 
and philosophical work entitled Nature and Elements of Poetry. 

EXTRACT. 
O heart of Nature, beating still 

With throbs her vernal passion taught her. 
Even here, as on the vine-clad hill. 

Or by the Arethusan water ! 
New forms may fold the speech, new lands 

Arise within these ocean portals, 
But Music waves eternal wands, — 

Enchantress of the souls of mortals. 

Pan in Wall Street, 
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HOLLAND. 1819-1881. 

Dr. J. G. Holland, late editor of Scribner's Monthly (after- 
wards " The Century "), was one of the most popular of American 
writers. His poems, though condemned by many critics, have 
had an immense sale. The principal ones are Bitter-Sweet, Kath- 
rina, and Mistress of the Manse, They are very faulty in construc- 
tion, but contain many exquisite lines. On the whole, his prose 
works are better than his poems. Some of the best are Gold Foil, 
lessons in Life, Plain Talks, Timothy Titcomi^s Letters, Ar- 
thur Bonnicastle, and Sevenoaks. He died in 1 88 1. 

EXTRACT. 

Life evermore is fed by death, 

In earth and sea and sky, 
And that a rose may breathe its braath, 

Something must die. Bitter-Sweet 



HARTE. 1837- 

Francls Bret Harte was bom at Albany, N. Y., in 1837. At 
the age ol seventeen he went to California, where he became sue- 
cessively a school-teacher, a miner, a printer, and an editor. In 
1878 he was appointed to a consulship in Europe, and has re- 
sided abroad ever since, chiefly in London. 

Mr. Harte won his great reputation by his poems and sketches 
descriptive of life among the California miners. Most of them 
are in the peculiar dialect of these miners, and represent the crime 
and the romance, the roughness and the tenderness, of this pecu- 
liar phase of American life, with a fidelity and skill which com- 
mand universal admiration. 

Of his dialect poems the following are excellent examples : 
TTie Heathen Chinee, The Society upon the Stanislaus, In the Tun- 
nel, Jim^ and Chiquita, Of those in pure English tliese are among 
the best : Dickens in Camp, The Mountain Heartsease, Concha, A 
Greyport Legend, and A Newport Romance, 

Among the best of his prose sketches are — The Luck of Roaring 
Camp, The Idyl of Red Gulch, Hie Outcasts of Poker BUl^%s^ 
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Tennesseis Partner. He has since published a long list of stories, 
at the rate of two or three stories a year, among them Gabriel 
Conroy, and In the Carquinez Woods ; but he has not lived up to 
his first promise, and his best work of late years has been mainly 
an imitation of his younger self. 

EXTRACT. 
"Which I wish to remark, 

And my language is plain. 
That for ways that are dark 

And for tricks that are vain, 
The heathen Chinee is peculiar, 

Which the same I would rise to explain. 

Plain Language from Truthful James, 



JOAQUIN MILLER. 1841- 

Cincinnatus Hiner Miller (lx}rn in Indiana in 1841), aftera 
romantic and adventurous life in California, Arizona, and else- 
where, made, in 1870, a great sensation on both sides of the 
ocean, by the publication of a volume of poems entitled Songs of 
the Sierras^ which was followed by Songs of the Sun Lands, 
Songs of Italy, etc. Later he wrote in prose a romance entitled 
The Building of the City Beautiful, and Shadows of Shasta. 
While the sensation lasted he was the hero of the hour, but it 
soon died away, and he is now living quietly on a ranch in Cali- 
fornia, and is seldom mentioned. 

Mr. Miller seems a distant echo of Byron and Swinburne. 

His poems are often unnatural and extravagant, but they contain 

some fine passages, and there is in them a certain wild freedom 

and passion in perfect keeping with the life and scenery with 

which he was familiar. 

EXTRACT. 

In men whom men condemn as ill 

I find so much of goodness still. 

In men whom men pronounce divine 

I find so much of sin and blot, 
I hesitate to draw a line 

Between the two, where God has not. 

Bums and Byron, 
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STODDARD. 1825- 

One of our most careful, conscientious, and industrious authors 
is Richard Henry Stoddard. He was bom in Hingham, Mass., 
in 1825, but has spent most of his life in New York city. Born 
to poverty, he made up by reading and study what he lacked in 
educational advantages, and made himself, in all literary matters, 
probably the best-informed man of his time. He has a congenial 
companion in his wife, Elizabeth Stoddard (n6e Barstow), 
a poet and novelist, and the home of " the Stoddards " is a charm- 
ing literary centre. He is usually spoken of as a poet, and he is 
one ; but the great bulk of his writings are in prose, mainly con- 
tributed to magazines. Among his poetical works are — The 
Kin^s Bellf Book of the Easty Abraham Lincoln^ Songs of Sum" 
mer^ and Never Again, Among his prose works are his lives 
of Longfellow and Poe, Laves and Heroines of the Poets ^ Around 
the Evening Lamp^ and several volumes of charming literary 
reminiscences and biographies entitled the Bric-d-Brac Series 
and Sans Souci Series, which show careful work and a familiar 
acquaintance with books and authors. He is at present (1897) 
literary editor of one of the great New York journals. 

SELECTION. 

There are gains for all our losses, 

There are balms for all our pain ; 
But when youth, the dream, departs, 
It takes something from our hearts, 
And it never comes again. 

We are stronger, and are better 

Under ma^ood's sterner reign ; 
Still we feel that something sweet 
Followed youth with flying feet, 

And will never come again. 

Something beautiful is vanished, 

And we sigh for it in vain ; 
We seek it everywhere, 
On the earth and in the air, 

But it never comes again. 

Never Again^ 
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PAUL H. HAYNE. 1831-1886. 

Paul Hamilton Hayne (nephew of Senator Hayne) was bom 
in Charleston, S. C, in 1 83 1. lie came of an ancient and dis- 
tinguished family, and shed new lustre by his character and 
genius on an already illustrious name. He died at "Copse 
Hill," near the city of Augusta, Georgia, in 1886. 

Mr. Hayne published several volumes of poetry, of which 
the best, probably, is the one entitled Legends and Lyrics, Of 
his separate poems the following are worthy of special mention : 
Ode to SleePt Avolio, Beyond the Potomac (a war-lyric), The Wife 
of Brittany i Daphles^ and Pre-Existence. His poems show him 
to be possessed of a lively fancy, a fine perception of natural 
beauty, great delicacy of feeling, and grace and fluency of ex- 
pression. 

EXTRACT. 

Ah me ! how regally the heavens look down. 
Overshadowing beautiful autumnal woods. 

And harvest-fields with hoarded incense browri. 
And deep-toned majesty of golden floods. 

That lift their solemn dirges to the sky, 

To swell the purple pomp that floateth by \^— October, 



HENRY TIMROD. 1831-1867. 

Henry Timrod was born in Charleston, S. C, in 183 1, and died 
in 1867, at the early age of thirty-six. Some of his martial 
lyrics, such as A Cry to Amis and Carolina^ are as terse and 
vehement as a Greek war-cry ; but it is in his idyllic poems, such 
as Spring in Carolina and Katie^ that his poetic genius appears 
in its finest form. He is exquisitely alive to the beauties or 
nature, and paints them with great delicacy and fine poetic ^p 
preciation. His longest poem is A Vision of Poesy, 

EXTRACT. 

Stoop, angels, hither from the skies ; 

There is no holier spot of ground 
Than where defeated valor lies. 

By mourning beauty crowned. — Decoration Od$, 
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OTHER POETS OF THIS AGE. 

Richard H. Dana (1787-1879), authoi of The Buccaneer, a poem, and 
Lectures on Shakspeare. 

John Pibrpont (i 785-1866), author of Airs of Palestine, Passing Away. 
E Pluribus Unum, and other lyrics. 

Jambs G. Pbrcival (1795-1856), a very learned man, author of three vol- 
umes of miscellanies entitled Clio. One of his most popular poems is To 
Seneca Lake. 

John Howard Patnb (Z793-X852), a dramatist ; author of Brutus and 
other plays, and of Home, Sweet Home. 

Charlbs Spragub (i 791-1875), a banker and poet, author of Ode on Shak- 
speare, The Family Meeting, The Winged Worshippers, etc. 

Gborgb p. Morris (1803-1864), an excellent song writer, long editor of 
TTie Home youmal, author of My Mother's Bible, Woodman, Spare that 
Tree, etc. 

N. P. Willis (1806-1867), editor, with Morris, of The Home younuU, and 
author of twenty-seven volumes of poetry and prose. Of his poetry The 
Death of Absalom, Hagar in the Wilderness, and other Scriptural Poems, are 
the best ; of his prose. Letters from under a Bridge, People I have Met, Life 
Here and There, Famous Persons and Places, etc 

Alfred B. Strbbt (i8ii-z88i), of Albany, N. Y., author of Frontenac, 
The Gray Forest Eagle, and other poems ; also of Forest Pictures in the Adi- 
rondacks, etc., in prose. 

Walt Whitman (1819-1S93), by some regarded as a great poet ; by others, 
as no poet at all. Most of his so-called poems are mere catalogues of things, 
without metre or rhyme, but in a few more regular poems and in lines here 
and there he is grandly poetical, as in *' O Captain I my Captain I " His 
complete works are embraced in a volume entitled Leaves of Grass. 

Julia Ward Howb (1819- ), author of a stirring war lyric, Battle 
Hymn of the Republic (embraced in Later Lyrics), Life of Margaret Fuller- 
Ossoli, Modern Society, etc. 



n. Prose Writers of the National Age. 



IRVING. 1 783-1 859. 

Washington Irving, the most popular of American prose writers, 
WAS bom in New York in 1783 ; studied law, but did not practice 
it; engaged in mercantile pursuits, but ¥rithout success; passed 
twenty-three years of his life in Europe, four of them as Minivtei 
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to Spain ; and spent his remaining years at Sunnyside, on the 
Hudson, where he died in 1859, universally loved and lamented. 

Among the most interesting of his works are — Knickerbocker 
(a humorous history of New York), Bracebridge Hall^ The Sketch 
Book (which contains Rip Van Winkle, The Broken Heart, Le- 
gend of Sleepy Hollow, and other popular sketches), Life of 
Goldsmith^ Life of Columbus^ The Life of Washington^ The 
Alhambra, and The Conquest of Grenada. 

Irving has been called ** The American Goldsmith," on account 
of the similarity of his style to that of Goldsmith ; and all tliat has 
been said in eulogy of the style of Addison, may be truthfully ap- 
plied to that of Irving. Not the least of his merits is the absolute 
purity of every word and thought. In this respect as well as 
others, his works are the image of the man. He was genial^ 
sympathetic, loving; and was worthily rewarded by the love and 
honor of his countrymen and of the whole civilized world. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

Little minds are tamed and subdued by misfortune, but great 
minds rise above it. 

II. 

How easy it is for one benevolent being to diffuse pleasure all 
around him ; and how truly is a kind heart a fountain of gladness, 
making everything in its vicinity to freshen into smiles ! 

III. 

Surely happiness is reflective, like the light of heaven; and 
every countenance bright with smiles, and glowing with innocent 
enjoyment, is a mirror transmitting to others the rays of a supreme 
and ever-shining benevolence. 



PRESCOTT. 1796-1859. 

William H. Prescott, one of our greatest historians, was bom at 
Salem, Mass., in 1796, graduated at Harvard, and though nearly 
blind, devoted himself to a literary life. 

His principal works axe~~Ferdinand and Isabella, Conquest oj 
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Mexico f Conquest of Peru, RobertsorCs Charles V. (with origina] 
matter), Philip JI.^ and a volume of Miscellanies. 

Prescott had the genius to invest the dry facts of history with 
the charms of fiction ; and yet he never sacrifices truth to the 
graces of style. He stands in the front rank of classical historians. 
(See Ticknor*s Life of Prescott.) 

EXTRACT. 

The triumphs of the warrior are bounded by the narrow theatre 
of his own age ; but those of a Scott or a Shakspeare will be re- 
newed with greater and greater lustre in ages yet unborn, when 
the victorious chieftain shall be forgotten, or live only in the song 
of the minstrel and the page of the chronicler. 



BANCROFT. 1800-1891. 

George 1 Bancroft, a great historian and statesman, was bom at 
Worcester, Mass., in 1800. He graduated at Harvard, and 
afterwards studied at Gdttingen, Germany. He filled various 
offices under the general government, — ^among them those of Sec- 
retary of the Navy, Minister to England, and Minister to Germany, 
— and always with dignity and ability. His great work is a 
History of the United States, a revised edition of which has been 
recently published in six volumes, octavo. He has exercised the 
most scrupulous care both as to facts and style, and his work will 
probably remain the standard history of our country. He resided 
during the latter part of his life in Washington, D. C, where he 

died in 1891. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

The charities of life are scattered everywhere,* enamelling the 
vales of human beings as the flowers paint the meadows. They 
are not the fruit of study, nor the privilege of refinement, but a 
natural instinct. 

u. 

The common mind is the true Parian marble, fit to be wrought 
into likeness to a god. 

* Compare Wordsworth's lines,— 

"The primal duties shine aloft like stars ; 
The charities, that soothe and heal and Uess. 
Are tcattend at the feet of man like flowers. 
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MOTLEY. 1814-1877. 

John Lothrop Motley, the third of our trio of great historians, 
was born at Dorchester, Mass., in 1 814, and graduated at Harvard 
College. Like Bancroft, he filled important diplomatic offices, 
L'Aving been Minister to Austria and Minister to England. 

His great works are — Rise of the Dutch Republic, History of 
the United Netherlands, and John of Bameveld, In vigor and 
brilliancy of style he is unsurpassed by any historian of the cen- 
tury except Macaulay. He died in 1877. 

EXTRACT. 

The orbit of civilization, so far as our perishing records enable 
us to tiace it, seems preordained from East to West. China, In- 
dia, Pa. estine, Egypt, Greece, Rome, are successively lighted up, 
as the n.ajestic orb of day moves over them; and as he advances 
still farther through his storied and mysterious zodiac, we behold 
the shadows of evening as surely falling on the lands which he 
leaves behind him. 



I 



COOPER. 1789-1851. 

James Fenimore Cooper, the first of our novelists who won a 
European reputation, was bom in New Jersey in 1789. He en- 
tered Yale College, but did not graduate ; served six years in the 
navy; then married and settled down to a life of literary labor. 
He died at Cooperstown, N. Y., in 1851. 

His novels number thirty-three. Nine of these are Sea Tales, 
and five others form the Leather Stocking Series. Probably the 
most popular novels are T^e Spy, The Prairie ^ The Last of the 
Mohicans, and The Pilot-wiht latter being, of course, one of the 
sea tales. Besides these works he published Naval History of 
the United States, Lives of American Naval Officers, and several 
books of travel. 

Cooper possessed great descriptive power ; and most of his de- 
scriptions were drawn from scenes with which he was familiar. 
Consequently his delineations of border life and character, and of 
life at sea, are extremely graphic and spirited. 
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EXTRACT. 

If you are about to strive for your life, take with you a st( ut heart 
and a clean conscience, and trust the rest to God. Tike Pilot, 



HAWTHORNE. 1804-1864. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne, probably the rarest genius that Amenca 
has produced, was bom at Salem, Mass., in 1804, and graduated 
at Bowdoin College in 1825, in the same class with the poet Long- 
fellow. He was for three years an officer in the Custom House 
at Salem, and for four years (during Pierce's administration) 
Consul at Liverpool. His home, for the last twenty years of his 
life, was at Concord, Mass., where he died in 1864. 

Of his many works, we name the following as among the best : 
Twice- Told Tales y Mosses from an Old Manse ^ The Scarlet Let- 
ter ^ The House of the Seven Gables ^ The Blithedale Romance^ and 
The Marble Faun. The first two are collections of sketches 
and tales, such as A Rill front the Town Pump, The Celestiat 
Railroad (an allegory). Little Annies Ramble, etc. 

We regard Th€ Scarlet Letter as his masterpiece. In keen and 
subtle analysis, in patient, almost insensible development of plot, 
as well as in beauty of description, and purity and elegance of 
diction, it stands alone in American fiction, unapproached except 
by other works of the same great master. Hawthorne's special 
characteristics are his power of analyzing and developing the 
weird and mysterious, and of breathing a living soul into every- 
thing that he touched with the magic wand of his genius. 

EXTRACTS. 
I. 

No fountain is so small but that heaven may be imaged in its 
bosom. 

II. 

All brave men love ; for he only is brave vho has afiections to 
fight for, whether in the daily battle of life 01 in physical contests. 

III. 

Thank heaven for breath — ^yes, for mere breath — ^when it is 
made up of a breeze like this ! It comes with a real kiss upon 
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our cheeks; it would linger fondly around us if it might; but 
since it must be gone, it embraces us with its whole kindly heart, 
and passes onward to embrace likewise the next thing that it 
meets. A blessing is flowing abroad and scattered far and wide 
over the earth, to be gathered up by all who choose. 



MRS. STOWE. 1812-1896. 

Mrs. Harriet fieecher Stowe, the greatest female novelist uf 

America, was bom at Litchfield, Conn., in 18 12. She is the 

daughter of Dr. Lyman Beecher, sister of Henry Ward Beecher 

and wife of Prof. Calvin E. Stowe. Her principal work, Uncie 

Tam*s Cabin, has had a larger sale than any other American 

novel. Over 1,000,000 copies were sold in the first nine months 

after its publication. The best of her other works are — The 

Minister's IVooing^ Oldtown Folks, Oldtown Fireside Stories, and 

My Wife and /. 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 

Composition is the flowering out of a man's mind. 

II. 

Every one who goes from us to the world of light, goes hold- 
ing an invisible chain of love by which to draw us there. 



EVERETT. 1 794-1865. 

Edward Everett, the most finished orator that this country has 
produced, was bom at Dorchester, Mass., in 1 794. He graduated 
at Cambridge, and still further cultivated his mind by several years 
of European study and travel. He held many high positions,^, 
among others, those of Governor of Massachusetts, U. S. Senator, 
Minister to England, President of Harvard College, and Secre- 
tary of State. 

His chief works are his orations, which are among tlie noblest 
ever written. Among his best efforts are his Address at the Dedi- 
cation of the Dudley Observatory, Albany, N. Y., and the Eulogy 
on Washington. 



I 
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EXTRACTS. 
I. 

Education is a better safeguard of liberty tlian a standing anny 
[f we retrench the wages of the schoolmaster, we must raise those 
of the recruiting sergeant 

I]. 

No arch nor column, in courtly English or courtlier Latin, sets 
forth the deeds and the worth of the Father of his Country; he 
needs them not ; the unwritten benedictions of millions cover all 
the walls.* No gilded dome swells from the lowly roof to catch 
the morning or evening beam; but the love and gratitude of united 
America settle upon it in one eternal sunshine. 

Eulogy on Washington, 



Webster. 1782-1852. 

Daniel Webster, the great Senator from Massachusetts, was bom 
at Salisbury, N. H., in 1782, and died at Marshfield, Mass., in 
1852. He was one of the intellectual giants of the age. While 
lacking Everett's rare culture and universal learning, he was in 
natural endowments Everett's superior. His fame rests upon his 
orations and speeches. Probably his master-pieces are his Ply- 
mouth Rock and Bunker Hill orations, his Eulogy on Adams and 
Jefferson, and his great speech in reply to Hayne. Some passages 
in these have never been surpassed by any orator of any age 01 
country. 

EXTRACTS. 
I. 
Liberty and union, now and forever, one and inseparable. 

n. 

One may live as a conqueror, a king, or a magistrate ; but be 
must die as a man. 

111. 

There is no evil which we cannot face or fly from, but the con- 
sciousness of duty disregarded. 

* Refernng to Mt. Vernon. A bnef extract torn from its connection can 
give no adequate idea of the splendid eloquence of a great orator like Everctti 
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AGASSIZ. 1807-1873. 

Louis J. R. Agassizy one of the most eminent natnralists ol 
modem times, was a Swiss by birth, but an adopted citizen of this 
country. He came to America in 1847, and from that time 
until his death was a professor in Harvard University. His sci- 
entific writings attained great pop«ilarity, on account of their excel- 
lence, both of matter and style. The principal of these are Meth- 
ods of Study in Natural History ^ Geological Sketches^ and A 
youmeyin Brazil (by himself and his wife). 

EXTRACT. 

There was a time when our earth was in a stateof igneous fusion j 
when no ocean bathed it, and no atmosphere surrounded it; 
when no wind blew over it, and no rain fell upon it ; but an in- 
tense heat held all its materials in solution. In those days the 
rocks which are now the very bones and sinews of our mother 
Earth — her granites, her porphyries, her basalts, her sienites — 
were melted into a liquid mass. Geological Sketches, 



EMERSON. 1803-1882. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, " the sage of Concord,'* was bom in 
Boston in 1803, graduated at Harvard, preached for a time, and 
then retired to Concord, Mass., where he died in 1882. He was 
the head of what is called the " transcendental school of philos- 
ophy " in this country ; was a profound and original thinker an 
idiomatic and vigorous writer, and made a more deep and last- 
ing impression on the thought and literature of his age than any 
contemporary author. 

His principal works are Representative Men^ English Tratfs, 
several volumes of Essays^ the last of which is entitled Letters 
and Social Aiffis, and a volume of Poents. 

EXTRACTS. 
I. 

By the wide bridge that arched the flood, 

Their flag to April breeze unfurled, 
Here once the embattled farmers stood. 

And fired the shot heard round the world. 

Concord Hymn, 
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U. 

Hope never spreads her golden wings but in unfathomable 
seas. 

III. 

Beauty is the mark God sets on virtue. Every natural action Is 
graceful. Every heroic action is also decent/ and causes the place 
and the bystanders to shine. 

nr. 

One of the illusions is that the present hour is not the critical, 
decisive hour. Write it on your heart that every day is the best 
day in the year. 



WHIPPLE. 1 819-1886. 
Edwin P. Whipple is one of the most popular and excellent of 
our critics and essayists. He is less learned than Lowell and less 
rhetorical than Macaulay; but he has good taste, a sound judg- 
ment, and an agreeable style, and is, on the whole, as reliable as 
either. He died in 1886. His chief works are — Literature of 
the Age of Elizabeth, Literature and Life, Character and Char' 
acteristic Men, Success and its Conditions , and Essays and Reviews, 

EXTRACTS. 

I. 
Books — lighthouses erected in the great sea of time. 

II. 
Felicity, not fluency, of language is a merit. 

III. 

The contemplation of beauty, in nature, in art, in literature, in 
human character, diffuses through our being a soothing and subtle 
joy, by which the heart's anxious and aching cares are softly smiled 
away. 

WHITE. 1822-1885. 
Richard Grant White, of New York, was an eminent Shakspearian 
scholar and critic. His chief works are an Edition of Shakspean^ 
in 12 vols., a Life of Shakspeare, and Words and Their Uses, 

EXTRACT. 

Whoever would learn to think naturally, clearly, logically, and 
to express himself intelligibly and earnestly, let hun give his days 
and nights to William Shakspeare. 

8 
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SIMMS. 1806-1870. 

William Gilmore Simms, one of the most prolific and versa 
tile authors that this country has produced, was bom in Charles- 
ton, S. C, in 1806, and died in 1870. Among the best of his 
works are the following : poems — Atalantis and King's Maun- 
tain; novels — Guy Rivers, The Yemassee, The Partisan , Milli- 
(hampe, and Eutaw ; historical and biographical — History of 
South Carolina^ Life of Marion, Life of Captain John Smith, Life 
of the Chevalier Bayard, and Life of General Greene, Several 
of his tales are based upon colonial and Revolutionary history. 

Simms has been called the Cooper of the South, his tales, 
like Cooper*s, being characterized by lively descriptions, thrilling 
adventures, and graphic delineation of characters, lie was a man 
of wealth and refinement, and his career was such as to reflect 
honor upon the literature of his country. 



PARKMAN. 1823-1893. 

Francis Parkman, born in Boston in 1823, occupies a place in 
the foremost rank of American historians. After graduating at 
Harvard and making a visit to Europe, he travelled in the far 
West, where he studied the habits, character, and some of the 
languages of the Indian tribes, and made himself familiar with 
everything relating to the settlement of the North-west. His first 
work was The Oregon Trail. Then followed, at long intervals, 
the various volumes of his great work, entitled ** France and 
England in North America," in seven parts, as follows: i. Pio- 
neers of France in the New World ; 2. The Jesuits in North 
America; 3. La Salle, or the Discovery of the Great West ; 
4. The Old Rigime in Canada; 5. Count Frontenac, or New 
France, under Louis XIV.; 6. A Half Century of Conflict; 
7. Montcalm and Wolfe. The Conspiracy of Pontiac, though 
his second book, properly comes last, forming the eighth of the 
series. These works abound in thrilling adventures, romantic 
episodes, and brilliant descriptions, and are no less distinguished 
for their fairness and accuracy. Mr. Parkman died in 1893, just 
after the completion of the great work of his life. 
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IIOWELLS. 1837- 

Wm. D. Ilowells, long known as a writer of pleasing poems 
and graceful sketches, has lately won a great reputation as an 
able and discriminating critic, and a novelist unsurpassed among 
living writers for freshness and sparkle of dialogue, subtle and 
refined discrimination of characters (especially female charac- 
ters), and skilful picturing of the humorous and sentimental 
phases of modem society. He was bom at Martinsville, Ohio, 
in 1837, and now lives in New York. Among his best works are 
the following: poems — No Love Lost^ Caprice ^ The Pilofs Story ; 
miscellaneous prose sketches — Venetian Life, Italian Journeys, 
Suburban Sketches; novels — Their Wedding Journey, A Chance 
Acquaintance, The Lady of the Aroostook, The Undiscovered 
Country, Dr. Breen's Practice, A Modem Instance, A PVbman's 
Reason, The Rise of Silas Lapham, Indilin Summer, and many 
others. He has also written several bright little parlor comedies 
or farces — The Elevator, The Mouse-trap, Five o' Clock Tea, etc., 
which are among his most charming productions. 



MARK TWAIN. 1835- 

Samuel L. Clemens (" Mark Twain ") was bom in Missouri 
in 1835. After an adventurous career in Califomia and else- 
where he " set the continent in a roar " by the publication, in 
1869, of Innocents Abroad, which was followed not long after 
by Roughing It, Mr. Clemens is probably the most successful 
and popular prose humorist of modem times. His humor is 
broad, but rarely coarse and never immoral. Much of its effect 
seems to be due to the most outrageous exaggerations made in 
the most serious way. Besides the works above mentioned he 
has written A Tramp Abroad, Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn, 
The Prince and the Pauper, A Yankee in King Arthur's Court y 
Pudd^n-Head Wilson, foan of Arg, Following the Equator, etc. 
Mr. Clemens is a humorist, but he is much more ; he is a fine 
descriptive writer, a novelist, a man of sound thought, of wide 
reading — in short, a man of broad and versatile genius. 
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EDWARD EVERETT HALE. 1822- 
One of the most prolific and popular writers of America is the 
Rev. Edward Everett Hale, who was bom in Boston in 1822, 
was educated at Harvard, and has for many years been pastor of 
the South Congregational Church of his native city. His works 
are chiefly fictitious and historical. Among the former may be 
named — In His Name, If, Yes, and Perhaps, TTie Ingham 
Papers, Ten Times One is Ten, Philip NolatCs Friends, etc. 
Some of these are collections of short stories, one of which, The 
Man Without a Country, is perhaps the most powerfully realistic 
story ever published in this country. " Ten Times One is Ten " 
led to the formation of the society called The King*s Daughters. 
The historical works include — Seven Spanish Cities, The Story of 
Spain, The Story of Massachusetts, etc. He has also written 
and edited many books for boys. Though serious in purpose, 
his stories are pervaded by a refined humor, which renders them 
a perpetual source of pleasure as well as profit. 



HENRY JAMES. 1843- 
Henry James, son of the theologian of the same name, was 
bom in New York in 1843, ^'^^ ^s therefore called an American, 
but he has resided nearly all his life in Europe. He ranks with 
Howells as novelist and critic, and is of the same school of fic- 
tion — the realistic, depending for the interest of the story, not on 
romantic situations or exciting incidents, but on minute portrayal 
of everyday life, bright conversations, and analysis of character 
and motives. Some of James's novels, like Crawford*s, have 
been called " international," because they deal with American 
life in Europe, or vice versd. Of these, The American, The 
European, Daisy Miller, and An International Episode, are ex- 
amples. Other stories are Roderick Hudson, The Portrait of a 
Lady, and The Bostonians, He also wrote a Life of Hawthorne 
for the American Men of Letters series, and some books of essays, 
among them Essays in London and Partial Portraits, As an 
essayist he stands very high. His judgments are sound and bis 
style clear, incisive, and every way charming. 
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OTHER PROSE WRITERS OF THIS AGS. 

HISTORICAU 

Jarsd Sparks (i 794-1 866), editor of American Biography, 25 volt., aod 
author of Life of Washington, Life of Franklin, and various other works. 

S. Austin Alubonb, LL. D. (idz6-z888), author of Dictionary of Authors, 
an immense and valuable work in three large volumes. Poetical Quotations, 
and Prose Quotations. 

Jambs Parton (iSaa-xSgz), a popular biographer and essayist, author of 
Life of Jackson, Life of Franklin, Life of Jefferson, Famous Americans, Peo- 
ple's Book of Biography, etc. 

Horace Grbblby (1811-1872), founder of the N. Y. Tribune, a great editor 
and reformer, and author of The American Conflict, 2 vols.. Recollections of 
a Busy Life, etc. 

Bbnson J. LossiNG (Z813-X891), author of Pictorial Field-Book of the 
Revolution, History of the War of zSia, Pictorial History of the Civil War, 
etc. 

Gborgb Ticknor (z 791-1871), a man of wide culture, Professor in Harvard 
College (Longfellow's predecessor), author of History of Spanish Literature, 
and of the Life of Prescott. 

John Gilmarv Shba, LL. D. (1824- ), author of History of Catholic 
Missions among the Indian Tribes, The Catholic Church in the United 
States, Legendary History of Ireland, etc. ; also translator, editor, and com^ . 
piler of many valuable works. 

Richard Hildrbth (1807-1865), author of a valuable History of th« 
United States, in 6 vols., 8vo. 

FICTITIOUS, 

Miss C. M. Sbdgwick (Z789-Z867), author of Hope Leslie, Redwood, and 
many other novels and tales. 

Mrs. Lydia Maria Child (1803-1880), aprolific and popular writer, author 
of Frugal Housewife, The Mother's Book, The Girl's Book, Lives of Madame 
de Stael, Madame Roland, etc.. Biography of Good Wives, Condition of 
Women in All Ages, Romance of the Republic, etc. 

Mrs. Emily Judson, "Fanny Forrester" (Z817-1854), third wife of Dr. 
Judson, the missionary, author of Alderbrook, Life of Sarah C. Judson, an 
Olio of Domestic Verses, and several stories for children. 

John Estbn Cookb (1830-1886), an eminent Southern writer, author of 
The Virginia Comedians, Heiuy St. John, Surry of Eagle's Nest, Lives of 
Generals Lee and Stonewall Jackson, etc 

RosB Tbrry Cookb (Z827-1892), writer of short stories portraying New 
England life— Stories, Somebody's Neighbors, Huckleberries Gathered from 
New England Hills, etc. Also author of The Two Villages and other poems. 
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T. S. Arthur (1809-1885), author of Ten Nights vn a Bar-Ro(in ; Sketches 
of Life and Character ; Lights and Shadows of Real Life ; Advice to Young 
Men ; Advice to Young Women : Maiden. Wife, and Mother, etc. 

Mrs. Sara J. LirpiNCOTT, " Grace Greenwood" (1823- ), alivdy news- 
paper correspondent, and a graceful story writer, author of Greeuwood Licaves, 
Record of Five Years, Haps and Mishaps of a Tour in Europe, Poems ^»c 

Mrs. Louise Chandler Moulton (1835- ), a vivacious and sparkling 
writer, author of This, That, and the Other, Bed-time Stories, Some Men's 
Wives, etc 

Miss Louisa M. Alcott (x83a-i888), a very popular story writer, author o< 
Little Women, Old-Fashioned Girl, Little Men, Work, Morning Glories, etc 
The sale of these books has been immense. 

Caroline Chbsbbro ( -1873), author of Dream of Land by Daylight, 
Victoria, The Foe in the Household, etc. 

Mrs. Mary J. Holmes has written many popular novels and tales, among 
them Lena Rivers, Darkness and Daylight, Tempest and Sunshine, etc 

Mrs. Terhune, '* Marion Harland," is the author of Alone, The Hidden 
Path, and other popular works. She is the wife of Rev. Dr. £. P. Terhune, 
of Newark, N. J. 

Mrs. Augusta Evans Wilson is a novelist of great power and originality. 
Her most popular works are Beulah, Macaria, St. Elmo, and Infelice. 

Mrs. a. D. T. Whitney (2824- ), a popular novelist and poetess, au- 
thor of Faith Gartney's Girlhood, The Gay worthys, We Girls, etc. 

Mrs. Mary Clbmmer Ames, a vivacious and interesting writer, author of 
Eirene, His Two Wives, Memorial of Alice and Phoebe Cary, Poems, etc. 
Having been divorced, she resumed her maiden name, Mary Clemmer > 
then married Mr. Hudson, and died soon after, in 1884. 

J. T. Trowbridge (1827- ), a novelist and poet, author of Brig^thope 
Series, Neighbor Jackwood, Coupon Bonds, and other stories, and Poems. 
Some of his poems, e. g., Darius Green and the Flying Machine, The Vaga- 
bonds, The Charcoal Man, and Farmer John, have been very popular. 

Edward Egglbston, D. D. (1837- ), is the author of four very popular 
stories,^The Hoosier Schoolmaster, The End of the World, Mystery of 
Metropolisville, and the Circuit Rider. 

Mrs. Mart A. Sadlibr (1820- ), a popular Catholic writer, author of 
many Sunday-school books and novels. Among the latter are Alice Riordan, 
Blakes and Flanagans, Red Hand of Ulster, Willie Burke, etc, etc 

Joel Chandler Harris (1846- ), a Southern journalist and story- 
writer, has won a unique place in our literature by his portrayal of negro 
life and character. The superstitions, folk-lore, humor, and pathos of the 
old plantation colored servants are rendered with wonderful fidelity in the 
negro dialect. Some of his volumes are — Little Mr. Thimblefinger and His 
Queer Country, Uncle Remus and His Friends, Nights with Uncle Remus, 
And Sister Jane, Her Friends and Acquaintances. 
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Harriet Prbscott Spofpord (1835- ), novelist and poet. Some of 
her best stories are— In a Cellar, Sir Rohan's Ghost, Amber Gods, Yet's 
Christmas Box, Among her best poems are — Hereafter, A Fouro'Clock, In 
Summer Nights, Listening. Her latest volume of poems is In Titian's Garden. 

Amelia £. Barr, a Scotch-American novelist, author of Border Shep> 
herdess. Daughter of Fife, Jan Vedder's Wife, A Knight of the Nets, and 
many other stories. 

Rebecca Harding Davis (1831- ), author of Life in the Iron Mills, 
Waiting for the Verdict, Margaret Howth, Doctor Warrick's Daughters, 
Frances Waldeaux (1897), etc. 

POLITICAL and scientific. 

(Charles Sumner (i8ix-i874),Iate Senator from Massachusetts, a profound 
scholar, pure statesman, great orator, and champion of freedom. Author of 
The True Grandeur of Nations, The Barbarism of Slavery, and other great 
orations and speeches. 

Dr. JniiN W. Draper (x8ii-x882). Prof, of Chemistryin the University of 
New York, author of History of the Intellectual Development of Europe, 
History of the American Civil War, The Conflict of Science and Religion, 
snd of many scientific works. 

Hon. George P. Marsh (x8oi-x882), author of Lectures on the English 
Language, History of the English Language, and Man and Nature. His 
works on Language are among the most valuable ever written. 

W. D. Whitney, LL.D. (1827-1894), Prof, in Yale College, one of the best 
oriental scholars of the age, author of Language and the Science of Language, 
A very valuable work. 

Alexander H. Evbrbtt (x 792-1847), brother of Edward Everett, a states- 
man and diplomatist, author of State of Europe, State of America, etc. 

Francis Watland, D. D., LL.D. (1796-1865), President of Brown Uni- 
versity, author of Moral Science, Intellectual Philosophy, Political Econ- 
omy, etc 

Jambs McCosh, D. D., LL.D. (x8xi-x894). President of Princeton Col 
lege, one of the greatest living metaphysicians, author of the Method o 
Divine Government, The Intuitions of the Mind, Mill's Philosophy, Logic, 
Christianity and Positivism, and other works. He is a Scotchman ; came to 
this country in x868. 

Horace Mann (i 796-1 859), a distinguished educator, author of Lectures 
on Education, Report of an Educational Tour in Germany, Great Britain, etc., 
A Few Thoughts for a Young Man on Entering Life, and other works. 

Philip Schapf, D. D. (1819-1893), author of America, Germany, History 
of the Christian Church, The Renaissance : the Revival of Learning in the 
X4th and 15th Centuries, Studies on the English Language, etc. 

Charles P. Krauth, D. D. (1823-1883), Prof, of Intellectual and Moral 
Philosophy in the University of Pennsylvania, author of. The Conservative 
Reformation, Sketch of the Thirty Years' War, etc. 
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CRITICAL AND MTSCBLLANBOUS. 

Margaret Fuller, Countess d*OssoIi (18x0x850), a brilliant writei on aft 
and literature. She was drowned, with husband and child, on her way home 
from Italy. 

Henry Reed, LL. D. (i 808-1 854), Professor in the Ui^Tersity of Pemisyl- 
▼ania, editor of Wordsworth's Works, etc., and author of four Tolumet of 
delightful lectures on English Poets, English Literature, and En^^ish History 
as Illustrated by Shakspeare's Historical Plays. 

RuFUS W. Griswold, D. D. (18x5-1857), author of Female Poets of Amer- 
ica, Prose Writers of America, and Poets and Poetry of America, 

DuYCKiNCK Brothers, (E. A., 1816-1878 ; G. L., X833-X863), authort of a 
very valuable work, Cyclopaedia of American Literature (recendj revised by 
Mr. Simon). 

Miss Mary Abigaii, Dodge, "Gail Hamilton" (1838-1897), a piquant and 
original writer, author .'>f A New Atmosphere, Gala Days, Country Living. 

Geo. W. Curtis (1B24-1892), the genial editor of Harper't Monthly and 
Harper's Weekly, author of Nile Notes of a Howadji, The Potiphar Papers, 
Frue and I, Trumps, etc. 

Mrs. Lvdia H. Sigoitrnby (1791-1865), a noble woman and excellent 
writer both of poetry and prose. Author of Letters to Young Ladies, Letters 
to My Pupils, Letters to Mothers, Past Meridian, Letters of Life, etc, prose 
works ; and Indian Names, Death of an Infant, etc., poems. 

Donald G. Miichbll, " Ik Marvel" (1822- ), a genial, graceful wfSi 
ter. author of Dream Life, Reveries of a Bachelor, My Farm at Edgewood, 
Seven Stories, etc. 

" Fanny Fern," Mrs. Jas. Parton (i8xx-i872),a witty and spicy writer of 
sketches and tales, author of Fern Leaves, Little Ferns, Folly as it Flies, 
Ginger Snaps, etc., made up of short sketches ; also two novels, Ruth Hall 
and Rose Clark. 

Orestes A. Brownson, LL. D. (1803-X876), a vigorous and brilliant Catho- 
lic writer, i^tov o{ Brownson* s Quarterly^ author of Charles Elwood, or the 
Infidel Converted ; The Covenant, or Leaves from My Experience, etc. 

Henry Ward Bbbchbr (1813-1887), author of Star Papers, Eyes and 
Ears, Yale Lectures on Preaching, and several volumes of Sermons. 

Henry D. Thokbau (1817-1862), a thoughtful recluse of Cambridge, 
Mass., who lived in close communion with Nature and wrote delightful de- 
scriptions of natural phenomena, interspersed with wise reflection and beau- 
tiful sentiments. His works fill eleven volumes — Walden, Excursions in 
Field and Forest, The Maine Woods, Cape Cod, etc. 

William Wetmore Story, D. C. L. (1819-1895), son of Justice Story, 
lawyer, poet, essayist, sculptor, author of several law treatises. Life and 
Letters of Joseph Story, Roba di Roma, Conversations in a Studio, Excur- 
sions in Art and Letters, and several volumes of poems. The dramatic 
poem, A Roman Lawyer in Jerusalem, is one of the strongest. 
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HUMOROUS. 

"Artkmus Ward," Chas. F. Browne (1836-1867), a rcry celebrated 
humorist, author of Artemus Ward, his Book, Artemus Ward Among the 
Mormons, Artemus Ward Among the Fenians, and Artemus Ward in Eng- 
land. 

" Mrs. Partington," Mr. B. P. Shillabcr (1814-1890), author of Ltfeand 
Sayings of Mrs. Partington, Knitting Work, etc. 

"Josh Billings," H.W.Shaw (1818-1887), author of Sayings of Josh 
Billings, Josh Billings on Icc,.Farmer's Alminax, etc Very witty and wise, 
but not always refined. 

Charles Duulbt Warner (1829- ), a genial and refined writer, author 
of My Summer in a Garden, Back-log Studies, Baddeck and that Sort of 
Thing, and joint author with Mark Twain of the Gilded Age, 

Charlus G. Lbland (Hans Breitmann), C. H. Webb (John Paul), Jambi 
M. Bailey (Danbury News Man), D. R. Lockb (Petroleum V. Nasby), 
Melvillb D. Landon (Elli Perkins), and R. H. Newell (Orpheus C Kerr 
•—office-seeker), are also noted humorists. 



English Contemporaries. 

This age in American Literature is coextensive with the Victorian age in 
English literature, represented by Tennyson, Macaulay, and others. 



LATER AMERICAN LITERATURE. 

Since 1876. 

Our literature seems to have taken a new impetus from the Civil 
War, and a new era may be said to have begun with the second 
century of our national life. Most of the great writers who had 
shed lustre upon the age had either passed away or had practically 
ceased to write, and a multitude of new writers came forward to 
contend for the laurel. Some, however, had already won some dis- 
tinction, and are treated of in the former part of this book. Others 
have entered the arena since or have lately, come into prominence, 
and some of these will now be briefly noticed. 



Our Later Poets. 



We have an abundance of poetry, perhaps more than ever 
before, but no poets of commanding genius like Longfellow, Whit- 
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tier, Iltjlmcs, and I^wcll. Probably the public voice would pro- 
claim Aid rich our laureate, with Stedman not far below him. 
Tiiese have been noticed elsewhere. A few younger poets remain 
to be noticed here. 



SiDNKY Lanikr (1842-1881). The life of this child of genius 
was a sad one, reminding us of Keats. It was a long and losing 
strujjgle with poverty and disease. No child of the Sunny South 
since Poe ever excited so much interest. He was first of all a 
musical enthusiast, and his poems are a sort of verbal music. 
Some of the most iKiautiful are — My Spnngs, Com, T7ie Song of 
the Chattahoochicy Sunrise^ and The Marshes of Glynn, (See 
Poems, 1884, with memoir by Dr. Ward.) He also wrote a 
novel, Tiger Lilit's, and a treatise on The Science of English 
Vcr5t\ based on musical ideas. In 1879 he became a lecturer on 
English Literature in Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, and 
some of his lectures were published in a volume entitled The 
English Novd. He died in 1 88 1. 

Lanier's love of nature amounted to a passion, and his poetry 
is full of it. Witness these lines : 

** The leaves that wave against my cheek, caress 
Like women's hands ; the embracing boughs express 
A subilety of mighty tenderness ; 
The copse depths Into little noises start. 
That sound anon like beatings of a heart. 
Anon like talk 'twixt lips not far apart." — Com. 

James Wiiitcomb Riley (1854 ), bom in Indiana and 

called the " Hoosier Poet," has written mostly in the dialect of 
the West. Most dialect poetry is poor and ephemeral, but Mr. 
Riley has thrown such a wealth of genuine sentiment, dry humor, 
and quaint wisdom into his verse as to give it a high and perma- 
nent value. Many of his poems represent child life, and he 
seems to see child nature, especially boy nature, right through. 
Witness The Raggedy Man and The Boy Lives on Our Farm, 
And such poems as Fessler^s Bees^ The Literary^ Tradin yoe^ 
etc., with their drollery and pathos, are inimitable. His only 
sustained effort is a dramatic poem entitled Flying Islands of the 
Night. Mr. Riley is the best of our dialect poets, but he is not 
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merely a dialect poet ; he has written many beautiful poems in 
correct English, of which Away^ Give Me the Baby and The 
Poet of the Future are examples. Some of his collections of 
poems are — Neighborly Poems, AfterwhileSy Pipes of Pan (prose 
and verse), Rhymes of Childhood y Green Fields and Running 
Brooks y and A Child- World. 

*' O the rain and the sun and the sun and the rain J 
When the tempest is done, then the sunshine again ; 
And in rapture we'll ride through the stormiest gales 
For God's hand 's on the helm and His breath in the sails. 
Then murmur no more. 
In lull or in roar. 
But smile and be brave till the voyage is o'er."— yi Songofihi Cruise. 

Eugene Field (1850-1895), credited to the West, though 
renred and educated in New England, was a miscellaneous writer, 
dashing off poems, sketches, short essays, squibs, etc., for the 
columns of a newspaper. Much of his work, therefore, was only 
for the day, and will perish, but some of it attained wide popular- 
ity, and bids fair to be lasting, especially his childhood poems, 
some of which are perhaps the best ever written in this country, 
by man or woman. Indeed, he has been called ** the laureate of 
childhood." He was a man of very lovable personality, which 
perhaps had something to do with the popularity of his writings. 
When, in 1895, he died, in the very flower of manhood, there was 
a universal outburst of love, admiration, and regret. Some of his 
verse, like Riley's, is in the Western dialect, but most of it is not. 
Little Boy Blue is generally considered his best child's poem. 
Speaking of the toys : 

** And they wonder, as waiting these long years through. 
In the dust of that little chair, 
What has become of our Little Boy Blue, 
Since he kissed them and put them there." 

The Rock-a-by Lady, Nexv-y ear's Eve, The Singing in God's Acre^ 
Ben Apfelgarten, The Bow-leg Boy, and many others, are also 
exquisite in their way. His works, Sabine edition, are published 
in 10 vols. Some of these are in prose. A few of the titles are — 
A Little Book of Western Verse, Love Songs of Childhood, With 
Trumpet and Drum, and Songs and Other Verse. His works 
abound in genuine humor — wit and pathos combined. 
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*' Out yonder in the moonlight, wherein God's Acre lies. 
Go walking angels to ami fro, singing their lullabies. 
Their radiant wings are folded, and their eyes are bended low, 
As they sing among the }>eds whereon the flowers delight to grow^^ 
Sleep, oh, sleep I 

The Sheuherd guardeth His sheep. 
Fast speedetli the night away. 
Soon cumeth the glorious day ; 
Sleep, weary ones, while ye may. 

Sleep, oh, sleep l"—7Vte SiM£in£^in GotTt Acre, 

John James Piait (1835 ) and his wife, S. M. B. Piatt 

(1836), are also from the Great West, though they have for 
many years lived in Washington. Mr. Piatt's poems are mainly 
idyllic and reflective, and he has been called " the laureate of 
prairie and homestead life " (Stedman). He began his literary 
career in i860, when he and Mr. Howells published a volume 
entitled Poems by Two Friends, Since then he has published 
several volumes, among them Landmarks^ and Idyb and Lyrics 
of the Ohio Valley. The Kests at Washington is the joint produc- 
tion of himself and wife. Mrs. Piatt has published A Woman^s 
Poems and A Voyage to the Fortunate Isles. Some of her poems 
are exquisite, among them The House beloiu the Hilly There 
Was a Pose, Enchanted, and The Gift of 7 ears. 

*' To the quick brow Fame grudges her be«;t wreath. 
While the quick heart to enjoy it throbs beneath ; 
On the dead torehead's sculptured marble shown, 
\jo, her choice crown, — its flowers arc also stone." 

The Guerdon, by J J. P. 

*' The legend says, in Paradise 

God g.ive the world to man. Ah me I 
The woman lifted up her eyes : 

' Woman, I have but tears for thee.* 
TJut tears? and she began to shed. 
Thereat, the tears that comforted," 

The Gift of Tears, by Mrs. P. 

Mrs. Helen Hunt Jackson, formerly Helen Fiske (1831- 
18S5) won a great reputation soon after the war by Poems and 
Bits of Travel, published under the initials " H. H." She after- 
wards published several other volumes, among them A Century 
of Dishonor (on the Indian question), and Ramona, a sort of 
Uncle Tom*s Cabin of the Indian. Her poetry was praised by 
Emerson, and it has been said that " Excepting Mrs. Browning 
it is doubtful whether any woman, at least in our day, has written 



LATER AMERICAN LITERATURE, 125 

poetry so informed with spiritual truth, so free from all extraneous 
elements, so glowing with the highest beauty" (Underwood). 
Some of the best are — Resurgarrty Gondoliedsy Thought^ and The 
Zone of Calms. Mrs. Jackson lived in Colorado for some years 
and died there in 1885. 

** The birds must know. Who wisely sings 
Will sing as they ; 
The common air has generous wings. 

Songs make their way." — The Way to Sing, 

Lucy Larcom (1826-1893) was successively a mill girl of 
Lowell, Mass., a teacher, an editress, and a poet. Her Hannah 
Binding Shoes made her famous at once, and her sudden fame 
was well sustained in A New England Girlhood^ Wild Roses of 
Cape Ann, Childhood Songs, At the Beautiful Gate, and several 
other excellent books of verse and prose. There is a " Household 
Edition " of her poems ; and a volume containing her Life, Letters, 
and Diary has been published since her death in 1893. ^^"^ 
poems resemble those of Alice Gary, being characterized by refined 
sentiment, lively fancy, and great felicity and beauty of expression. 
But there is in them, as in those of all our female poets, a lack 
of creative power. Among the best of Miss Larcom*s single 
poems, in addition to the one mentioned above, are — The Red 
School House, A Strip of Blue, and Skipper Ben. 

" How they went down 
Never was known in the still old town, 
Nobody guessed how the fisherman brown. 
With the look of despair that was half a frown. 
Faced his fate in the furious night. 
Faced the mad billows with hunger white. 
Just within hail of the beacon-light, 
That shone on a woman sweet and trim, 

Waiting for him."—Ski/per Ben. 

Mrs. Margaret J. Preston (1827- 1897), daughter of Dr. 
Junkin, founder of Lafayette College, Pa., and wife of Col. Pres- 
ton of Virginia, is generally considered the leading poetess of the 
South. Her chief works are — Beechenbrook, Old Songs and 
New, Aunt Dorothy, and Life of Paul H. Hayne. The first of 
these contains her two strongest lyrics — Stonewall Jackson^s 
Grave and Slain in Battle, 
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Richard Watson Gilder (1844 ), editor of the Century 

Magazine, has written some exquisite lyrical poetry — exquisite 
every way, in thought, style, and purity — which is published in 
Five Books of Song, His style is shown in his beautiful sonnet 
on the sonnet, which challenges compaiison with Wordsworth's. 
A few lines are here quoted : 

" What is a sonnet ? 'Tis the pearly shell 

That murmurs of the far-off murmuring sea ; 

A precious jewel carved most curiously ; 
It is a little picture painted well. 
What is a sonnet ? 'Tis the tear that fell 

From a great poet's hidden ecstasy ; 

A two-edged sword, a star, a song — ah me I 
Sometimes a heavy-tolling funeral bell.;' 

Christopher Pearse Cranch (1813-1891), a fine poet who 
has not received the attention due to his merits, was born in Vir- 
ginia, graduated at Columbian College, Washington, and studied 
divinity at Harvard. Afterward he turned his attention to land- 
scape painting, in which he gained some renown. But his chief 
distinction was won in another field of art — the art of poesy. 
His principal works are — Ariel and Caliban and Other PoemSy 
The Bird and the Bell and Other Poems y and an excellent trans- 
lation in blank verse of VirgiVs ^neid. His verse is charac- 
terized by a rare melody, fine imagery, clear spiritual insight, and 
a wealth of thought. Some of his sonnets have rarely been 
surpassed. 

" O not for fame the poet of to-day 

Should hunger. Though the world his music scorn. 
The after-time may hear, as motintains gray 
Echo from depths unseen the Alpine horn." 

77ie American Pantheon. 

** 'Tis not the strong alone sur%-ives ; 
Truth, beauty, virtue, scattered wide 
In humble soil, bear noble lives. 
Whose fruits forever must abide." — Survival of the Fittest, 

" Thought is deeper than all speech. 
Feeling deeper than all thought ; 
Souls to souls can never tench 
What unto themselves was taught." — Gnosis (knowing). 



OTHER POETS. 

Will Carlkton (1845 ), a poet of rural life, author of Betsy and I are 

Out, and similar poems, collected in 6 vols. — Farm Ballads, City Ballads, etc. 
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The poems are in popular style, but contain but little genuine poetry. Mr. 
Carlcton was born in Michigan, but lives in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Edgar Fawcktt (1847 )* po^t and novelist. Poems— Fantasy and 

Passion, Song and Story, Romance and Revery. Novels— An Ambitious 
Woman, Tinkling Cymbals, etc. Many of his poems, especially his sonnets, 
are exquisite. His novels are pictures of life in New York. 

John Hay (1839 ), author of a fine poem. Woman's Love, and of Pike 

County Ballads, including Jim Bludso and Little Breeches ; also of Castilian 
Days (prose), and jointly with John G. Nicolay, of a colossal life of Abraham 
Lincoln. Appointed in 1897 Ambassador to the Court of St. James. 

Edith M. Thomas (1854 ). author of In* Sunshine Land, Lyrics and 

Sonnets, etc. A sympathetic observer of Nature. " Her poetry," says Stod- 
dard, " is characterized by a sense of spiritual loveliness, of inborn melody, 
and of pensive sweetness." Born in Ohio. 

Frank Dbmpstbk Sherman (i860 ), a graceful lyric poet, author of 

Lyrics for a Lute, etc. Lecturer on Architecture, Columbia College, N. Y. 

Clinton Scollakd (i860 ), one of the best of our younger poets, 

author of With Reed and Lyre, Songs of Sunrise Lands, Under Summer 
Skies (prose), etc. Formerly Professor in Hamilton College, N. Y. 

Abram J. Ryan, " Father Ryan " (1839-1893), the poet-priest of the South 
during and after the war period, wrote many beautiful lyrics, among them 
Song of the Mystic, The Conquered Flag, Nocturne, Reunited, Song of the 
River, Better than Gold (ext. p. 166). A tone of sadness breathes through 
all his verse. Father Ryan was pastor of St. Mary's Church, Mobile, Ala. 

John Boyle O'Reilly (1844-1891), Irish-American poet, author of Songs 
of the Southern Seas, Legends and Ballads, In Bohemia, etc. 

Mrs. Margaret E. Sangster (1838 ) has written many beautiful 

poems and essays. Two of her volumes are— Poems of the Household, and 
Home Fairies and Heart Flowers. Are the Children at Home? is a popular 
poem. Since 1889 Mrs. Sangster has edited Harper's Bazar. 

Mrs. Ella Wheeler Wilcox is a popular poet and miscellaneous writer. 
Three of her volumes are— Poems of Passion, Poems of Pleasure, and Mau- 
rine. Men, Women, and Emotions is a book of essays. 

Miss Alice Brown and Miss Louise Imogen Guiney have shown re- 
markable talent both in verse and prose. Miss Brown has written Meadow 
Grass (stories), The Road to Castaly (poems), and a Life of Mercy Otis 
Warren. Miss Guiney has written A Roadside Harp (poems), and a book 
of essays entitled Pafrins. 

Bliss Carman is a young poet of very great promise, author of Low 
Tide on the Grand Pr6, Behind the Arras, and Ballads of Lost Haven, etc. 
(Ext. p. T78.) A Canadian now living in this country. 

John Vancb Ciiknby (1848 ), born in N. Y., now living in San 

Francisco, is one of the best of our younger poets. He has published 
Thistle- Drift, Wood Blooms, The Old Doctor (prose), and some excellent 
critical Essays. 
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Our Later Novelists. 

The demand for fictiun in these last years of the century shows 
no abatement, and the production of this literature has been enor- 
mous. Many good novels have been written, but very few that 
will l)ccome standard, like those of Scott, and Thackeray, and 
C'ooix:r. The romantic in fiction seems to have nearly passed 
away in this country, along with the historical. Most of our 
novels arc realistic and analytic, portraying characters rather than 
relating incidents and adventures ; and many of them are local, 
picturing the life of a certain place with great minuteness of detail 
and fidelity of coloring, as Barrie has done for " Thrums " in 
Scotland, and Hardy for Wessex in England. In one respect 
our writers of fiction have surpassed all others — in the production 
of short stories, a difficult kind of writing which, stimulated by the 
demands of journalism, has had an enormous development within 
the last two decades. Even a brief notice of our successful story- 
writers would fill a volume. We must here confine our attention 
to a few. 

F. Marion Crawford (1854 ), born in Italy of American 

parents, was liljcially educated at several universities, here and 
abroad, and after much travel settled at Sorrento, Italy, where he 
has since mainly resided. He has been a very prolific writer, 
l)r(Mlucing about two novels a year, most of them Italian in subject. 
Among the best are— ^/r. Isaacs, Dr. ClaudiuSy Lauderdale^ 
Sarachtesca, Sanf Jlario, A Rotfian Singer^ and The Ralstons. 
Mr. Crawford unites the real and ideal. He does not bother him- 
self or his readers about those terrible social questions that some 
of our realists have dealt with, but makes pure human love his 
central idea and mainspring. He has also written a critical work. 
The Novel, What Jt Is, 

George W. Cable (1844 ) was born and reared in New 

Orleans, -and served in the Confederate army, but now lives at 
Northampton, Mass. After some valuable experience in business 
and journalism, he began writing sketches of Creole life for Scrib- 
ner's Monthly, which were collected under the name of Old Cre- 
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ole Days, Other works followed in the same vein, the chief of 
which are — The Grandissimes, Madame Delphine^ Dr. Sevier ^ 
Bonaventurey and yohn March — Southerner. Mr. Cable thus 
opened a new field in fiction, and he made it his own. His 
novels take a high rank. He describes with great skill, preserves 
the true local color, and envelops his scenes with the warm atmo- 
sphere of romance. In his descriptions he catches the very spirit 
of the scene, and makes a living picture that imprints itself indel- 
ibly upon the mind. Witness this sentence, describing the scenery 
on a bayou : 

" Now and then, from out some hazy shadow, a heron, white or blue, takes 
silent flight, an alligator crossing the stream sends out long tinted bars of 
widening ripple, or on some high, fire-blackened tree a flock of roosting vul- 
tures, silhouetted on the sky, linger, with half-opened, unwilling wing, and 
flap away by ones and twos until the tree is bare." 

Julian Hawthorne (1846 ) is in some respects "the 

son of his father," being a novelist of considerable power, and 
inheriting a tendency toward the morbid and mysterious in human 
life. Most of his novels, like his father's, may be styled romances. 
The best are — Idolatry ^ Dust, Archibald Malmaison^ Garth, and 
Sebastian Strome, He recently won a prize of $10,000, over 
eleven hundred competitors, for a story entitled A Fool of Nature. 
He has also published Saxon Studies, English Sketches, and Na- 
thaniel Hawthorne and His Wife. 

Frank R. Stockton (1834 ) is a sort of humorous novel- 
ist — a writer of fictitious extravaganzas. He has a peculiar quaint 
charm of style, which makes even the most absurd and improbable 
things seem real. He transports the reader to an ideal world 
where all sorts of odd things are said and done in the most enter- 
taining fashion. Rudder Grange set everybody to laughing, and 
the laugh has been renewed pretty often by its successors — The 
Lady or the Tiger, The Late Mrs. Null, The Squirrel Inn, and 
others. The Adventures of Capt. Horn and its sequel, Mrs. 
Cliffs Yacht, are quite romantic and exciting in their way, and 
abound in Stocktonian humor. Mr. Stockton has also written 
many children's stories, A Jolly Fellowship, The Floating Prince^ 
Ting-a-Ling Tales^ etc. 
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Sarah Orne Jewett (1849 ) of South Berwick, Me., is 

iniimately acquainted with that region, and has pictured it in a 
succession of interesting short studies full of life and color. 
** Nothing more i)leasingly characteristic of rural life in New 
England has been written " (Lowell). ITiis is high praise, and 
leaves nothing more to be said. Some of her books are — Deep 
Haven, A Country Doctor, A Marsh Island^ Tales of New Eng- 
land, A Native of IVinby, 7'he Cotmtiy of the Pointed Firs, and 
The Life of Nancy, 

Elizabeth Stuart Thelps Ward (1844 ), a daughter 

of I'rof. Austin rheljDs of Andover, is one of our most successful 
literary women. Gates Ajar, her first book, created something 
of a sensation. In it she indulges in some rather bold speculations 
as to the future life. The thread of the story is very slight. She 
after wanls wrote — The Story of Avis, Dr. Zay, The Silent Fart' 
ner, A Singular Life, etc. Also The Captain of the Kiftiewink 
and other boys' stories. In 1897 she published a most interesting 
book of reminiscences entitled Chapters from a Life. Like Mrs. 
Jewett, she has achieved great success as a writer of short stories. 
^fen^ IVomcn, and Ghosts is a collection of some of them. A 
Madonna of the Tubs is one of the best. 

Mrs. Frances Hodgson Burnett (1849 )> a native of 

England, but a resident of Washington, won great reputation in 
1887 by the publication of that powerful novel of English mining 
life entitled That Lass d Lowrie's. Her novels of American life 
— Louisiana, Through One Administration, and others — were not 
so successful. In 1886 she published a juvenile story entitled 
Little Lord Fauntleroy, which achieved unbounded success on 
both sides of the Atlantic. Another popular child's story is Two 
Little Pilgrims' Progress. Her latest novel, A Lady of Quality, 
was not well received. 

Mary N. Murfree (1850 ), whose pen name is " Charles 

Egbert Craddock,'* has done for the mountain region of Tennes- 
see what Bret Harte did for the California mining camps — opened 
up a new world to the readers of fiction. She is thoroughly fa- 
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miliar with the life of the mountaineers, and portrays it with spirit 
and fidelity. The wild freedom of these unlettered but brave 
people, their labors, pastimes, loves and hates, religion, etc., are 
set forth in a graphic and picturesque way. The dialogue is in 
the peculiar dialect of that region, with which the author seems to 
be very familiar. Miss Murfree's first success was won by the 
publication, in the Atlantic Monthly, of The DancitC Party at 
Harrison's Cove. This was followed by A Flay in'' of Old Sledge 
at the Settlemint, The * Harnt ' that Walks Chilhowee, and others, 
afterwards collected in a volume entitled /;/ the Tennessee Moun^ 
tains. This was followed by The Prophet of the Great Smoky 
Mountains^ In the Clouds^ and others. The town of Murfrees- 
borough was named for Miss Murfree's grandfather. Her present 
residence is St. Louis. 



OTHER NOVELISTS. 

Lbw Wallace (1827 ), a distinguished general in the Union army, 

afterwards Minister to Turkey, author of Ben Hur, a Tale of the Christ, 
probably the most popular novel since Uncle Tom's Cabin ; also author of 
The Fair God, a tale of the conquest of Mexico, and The Prince of India, 
a historical romance. 

Richard Malcolm Johnston (1822 ),bom in Georgia, lives in Balti- 
more. Novelist and humorist. Author of Dukesborough Tales, Old Mark 
Langston, Widow Guthrie, Old Times in Middle Georgia (1897), etc. 

Jambs Lanb Allen (1849 ), a popular Southern novelist, author of 

A Kentucky Cardinal, Aftermath (a sequel), Flute and Violin, The Choir In- 
visible (1897), and other works. 

Thomas Nelson Page (1853 ), of Virginia, a successful portrayer 

of Southern life before the war, using the quaint negro dialect with great 
skill. Author of In Ole Virginia, Marse Chan and Other Stories, Pastime 
Stories, A Soldier of the Empire, etc. 

F. HoPKiNSON Smith ( ), story writer and artist, author of 

Colonel Carter of Carters ville, Tom Grogan, etc. 

Hamlin Garland (i860 ), a popular Western novelist, poet, and mis- 
cellaneous writer. Among his best novels are — Wayside Courtships, Prairie 
Folks, A Member of the Third House, Jason Edwards. A collection of 
poems is entitled Prairie Songs. 

Hjalmar Hjorth Boyesen (pronounced yahlmer yort boy'-e-son) (1848- 
'895), Professor in Columbia College, a Norwegian, author of Gunnar, A 
Norseman's Pilgrimage, Tales from Two Hemispheres, Falconberg, Social 
Strugglers, novels ; several volumes of boys' stories. Story of Norway, Essays 
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on German Literature, Lives of Goethe and Schiller, also A Norse Stev, and 
various other poems. 

CoNSTANCB Fenimorb Woolson (1848-1894), a grand-niece of Jas. Fcni- 
more Cooper, wrote Anne, one of the strongest novels written by an Amer- 
ican woman, For the Major, East Angels, Jupiter Lights, etc., also some 
fine poems, among them Pine Barrens. 

Miss Alice French, *' Octave Thanct" (1850 -^— ), of Davenport, Iowa, 
is one of the best of our female novelists, author of Knitters in the Sun, 
Expiation, Stories of a Western Town, The Day of the Cyclone, etc. 

Margaret Deland (1857 ) wrote a remarkable novel entitled John 

Ward — Preacher, also Sidney, Philip and His Wife, and several other stories, 
and a volume of poems entitled The Old Garden and Other Verses. 

Jane G. Austin (1831-1894) is particularly distinguished for her careful 
studies of New England Colonial life in A Nameless Nobleman, Betty Alden, 
Dr. LeBaron and His Daughters, and Standish of Standish. Dora Darling 
and its sequel, Outposts, are tales of the South at the time of the Civil War. 

Julia C. R. Dorr (1825 ), novelist and poet. Among her novels 

are — Farringdale, Lanmere, Expiation, Bride and Bridegroom. She pub- 
lished a volume of poems in 1871, and has since published Vermont, and 
Friar Anselmo and Other Poems. She excels in poetry. Treasure Ships 
is one of her best poems. 

Mary E. Wilkins (1862 ) portrays New England life and character 

with great truth and minuteness. Some of her best stories are — ^A New 
England Nun, Jane Field, Pembroke, Jerome— a Poor Man, and The Pot 
of Gold and other stories for children. 

Anna Katharine Green, Mrs. Rohlfs, has won great distinction as a 
writer of detective stories, of which The Leavenworth Case, the first, and 
That Affair Next Door, the last, are good examples. She has also published 
The Defense of the Bride and Other Poems. She lives in Buffalo, N. Y. 

Harold Frederic is the author of In the Valley, The Damnation of The- 
ron Ware, and March Hares. The second of these produced a great sensa- 
tion and has been very widely read. It is a very strong story. 

Henry B. Fuller, after writing some foreign stories, published two very 
careful studies of Chicago life— The Cliff Dwellers and With the Procession. 

Kate Douglas Wiggin, Mrs. Riggs, is a woman of remarkable versatility 
— kindergartner, musician, poet, and novelist. She does everything with ease 
and does it well. Among her stories are — A Summer in a Caiion, a Califor- 
nia story. The Birds' Christmas Carol, Timothy's Quest, and Marm Lisa. 

Arthur Sherburne Hardy (1847 )» Professor in Dartmouth College, 

and author of some works on higher mathematics, has published two remark- 
ably fine novels, But Yet a Woman and Passe Rose. 

S. Weir Mitchell (1829 ), a distinguished physician of Philadel- 
phia, has published some excellent novels, the best of which are. In War 
Time, Characteristics, and Hugh Wynne— Free Quaker (historical); also 
a volume of poems. 
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Mart Hartwbll Catherwood (1847 )> a successful Western novel- 
ist, has written some fine historical novels of the time and scene of Park- 
man's histories. Some of the best arc — The Romance of Dollard, The Lady 
of Fort St. John, and The White Islander. She has also written Dogberry 
r.unch and other popular children's stories. 

Richard Harding Davis (1864 ), son of Rebecca Harding Davis, 

is a young writer of astonishing talent, author of Gallegher and Other 
Stories, Van Bibber and Others, Soldiers of Fortune, etc. ; also Rulers of the 
Mediterranean, and other books of travel. 

A Group of Southern Women. — Miss Grace King, of Louisiana, author 
of Balcony Stories, History of New Orleans, etc. ; Mrs. Maud Wilder Good- 
win — ^A Colonial Cavalier, White Aprons, etc. ; Mrs. Elizabeth W. Bellamy, 
of Alabama— Old Man Gilbert, The Luck of the Pendennings, etc. ; Mrs. 
Ruth McEnery Stuart, of New Orleans— A Golden Wedding and Other 
Tales, Carlotta's Intended and Other Talcs, The Story of Barbette; Mrs. 
Burton Harrison, of Virginia and New York — The Anglomaniacs, Crow's 
Nest and Belhaven Tales, Sweet Bells Out of Tune, etc.<c Miss Julia Ma- 
gruder of Virginia — Across the Chasm, Miss Ayr of Virginia, etc. ; Molly E. 
Seawell, grand-niece of President Tyler, Washington, D. C— The Berke- 
leys and Their Neighbors, Maid Marian, etc. 



Later Historians, 

Much history has been written since 1876, but not many com- 
plete histories ; and some who have undertaken important histor- 
ical works have not yet completed their labors. Much of our 
historical writing has been local or fragmentary — histories of sepa- 
rate states or of limited periods. Some of these are in series, 
each book by a different author. They are too numerous for 
mention here. We can notice only those authors whose works 
are of wider scope, and promise to become standard histories. 



John Fiske (1842 ), Professor in Harvard, first won dis- 
tinction as a philosophical writer, author ©f Outlines of Cosmic 
Philosophy^ etc., then turned his attention to history, which he 
writes in a philosophical way. He has written The Afiterican 
Revolution^ 2 vols., The Beginnings of New England ^ The Crit- 
ical Period of American History (1783-89), also an admirable 
exposition of Civil Government in the United States. His style 
is clear, strong, and interesting, and he not only gives a vivid pic- 
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ture of events, but shows their interdependence and relations. In 
short, he is a philosophical historian. 

James Schouler (1839 ) of Boston, law lecturer and 

author of several legal treatises, has written a History of the 
United States under the Constitution^ and a Life of Jefferson, 
Mr. Schouler's history is a valuable study of the period from 1783 
to 1861. 

Prof. John Bach MacMaster (1852 ) of the University 

of Pennsylvania has written an interesting History of the People 
of the United States, writing from the bottom up rather than from 
the top down, after the manner of Greene in his Shorter History 
of the EngHsh People. The work begins at the close of the 
Revolution, and forms a good continuation of Bancroft. At this 
date (1897) 4 vols, have been published, and two more are to 
complete the work. 

OTHER HISTORIANS. 

Justin Winsor (1831-1897), Librarian of Harvard College— A Narrative 
and Critical History of Ameiica, 8 vols., with sources, maps, charts, etc. ; 
also Life of Christopher Columbus and Cartier to Frontenac. 

Henry Adams (1838 ), History of the United States, 9 vols, embra- 
cing the administrations of Madison and Jefferson, 1801 to 1807. Style dry 
and business-like. 

Edward Egglkston (1837 ), noticed elsewhere (p. 118) as a novelist, 

has published The Beginners of a Nation, it being the first volume of a com- 
prehensive work to be called a History of Life in the United States ; also a 
brief School History of the United States. 

James Ford Rhodes (1848 ), History of the United States from the 

Compromise of 1850. The third vol., published in 1895, brings the record 
down to 1862. 

E. Benjamin Andrews, President of Brown University — a good popular 
History of the United States, complete, 2 vols. ; also Institutes of Economics. 

Capt. a. T. Mahan — Life of Farragut, Life of Nelson, Influence of Sea 
Pv)wer upon History — works of very great merit. 

Moses Coit Tyler — History of American Literature. Two parts com- 
pleted—Colonial Period and Revolutionary Period. Also Life of Patrick 
Henry. 

John Clark Ridpath— a good popular one-volume History of the United 
States, complete. 
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Later Critical and Miscellaneous Writers. 

Under this head are noticed a few essayists and others not be- 
longing definitely to one of the above classes. The immense 
literatures of science and theology are not included, each of which 
would require a separate volume. 



Charles Dudley Warner (1829 ) is mentioned else- 
where (page 121) as a humorist, but he is so much more than a 
humorist as to require further notice. He is a man of great and 
varied activity, as novelist, essayist, traveller, etc. He has written 
three charming society novels — Their Pilgrimage^ A Little Jour' 
ney Through the Worlds and The Golden Iloitse ; Saunierings, 
A Roundabout yourney. On Horseback, and several other books 
of travel ; As We Go, As IVe were Saying, and other books of 
essays ; a Life of Irving, in the American Men-of- Letters Series, 
of which he was editor, etc. He is certainly one of the most ver- 
satile and charming of living writers. His latest book (1897) is 
IVie Relation of Literal iwe to Life. 

Thomas Wentworth Higginson (1823 ), of a fine old 

Massachusetts family, has done a great variety of literary work, 
and done it well. He wrote a romance, Malbone, Out-Door 
Papers, Atlantic Essays, Short Studies of American Authors, 
Concerning All of Us (essays), Young Folks' History of the 
United States, Larger History of the United States, and Memoir 
of Margaret Fuller- Ossoli. 

John Burroughs (1837 ) writes most delightful essays, 

chiefly on Nature. His works fill 9 volumes or more. Some of 
the titles are — Birds and Poets, Locusts and Wild Honey, Wake 
Robin, Winter Sunshine, A Year ifi the Fields (1897). In his 
essays on Nature he combines scientific accuracy with poetic sug- 
gestion — he humanizes and idealizes Nature. He also writes very 
charmingly about books and authors, as in Indoor Studies and 
elsewhere. His style is fresh, vigorous, clear, and in every way 
delightful. He lives at West Park, on the Hudson. 



i:ji; ( (K\f.\ft)x-scHooL literature, 

K\\^^\\r,\^. Wiii.iAM CiRTis (1S24-1892) belonged both to the 
aiiN - :i:i-l the ] t.-^t-l'tllum literature. He has been referred to 
•• ijo- as i!;c " V.\>\ Chair" of Harper's Monthly, the 
I ! Il.ir;i:s Wctkly, etc., but that does not do justice to 
II.- \\.i- L^Jc.iti r li.an his \v<irks. He exercised a powerful 
i :"..• :■ '■ I'll ills «;tiRiati )n, but llie great mass of his writings is 
1 ..n 1 ill tl;f laik luiMilicrs of the journals for which he wrote. 
'1 wi vv.hinus of Essays from the Easy Chair, and Literary and 
S.: id! Ei^ays have been ]>ublished, also three volumes of Ora- 
/ii'Ks .;;/./ .-l.i.insus. lie was the most Addisonian essayist of his 
tiii:f, but he greatly surpa-^sccl Addison both in style and concep- 
li'Mj. Ili^ fame, huwever, will jTobably rest chiefly on his ora- 
tions whiili ill tlieme, style, treatment, and all the higher attri- 
butes of oratory, have rarely been excelled. 



OTHKR CklTICWL AM) MISCELLANEOUS WRITERS. 

Pi'NAip ("i. MiKHir.i., tlscwhcrc mentioned (page 120) as author of 
UiiMiii l.if<-, «ti- , li.is l.iitly wriitin English I^inds, Letters, and Kings, 4 
v'. , :iiiil .1 siiiiil.ir wurk cntiil'.il Aincrii'an I^nds and Letters, from the 
M.i\ Ijiiwcr to Kip V.m Winkle. I'lc.tsant, discursive, and conversational 
in » t\I''. 

n.\Mir.Tr>N W. Mat.if, nnc of tlic tditors of the Outlook, New York, is one 
of the liest of livin;; <s^:»yist<;, author of My Study Fire, 2 series. Short 
StUfli'S in Litentture, Under the 'J'recs and Elsewhere, etc. 

Vhov. I5KANi)nK Matthf.ws, of Cohiml/1.1 College, literary and dramatic 
critic, biographer and novelist — Hours with Men and Books; Men, Places, 
and Thinj^s ; Wit and Humor, etc. 

Miss Ac;nks RKri'LiKK of Philadelphia has published several volumes 
of essays and criticisms — Points of View, Books and Men, In Dozy Hours 
and Other Papers, etc. 

Patrick F. Mitli.anv, " Brother A/arias" (1847-1893) — Development of 
English Literature, Philosophy of Literature, Phases of Thought and Criti- 
cism. 

Roiu'KT J. BiTKDKTTK, humorous and miscellaneous writer. He has writ- 
ten some good poems, among them Bartinucus, When My Ship Comes In, 
and Alone. 'I'he last is a touching elegy on the death of his wife. 

Euc.AK W. NvE, " Bill Nye" (1850-1S96), a noted humorist. His humor 
was of the quaint, dry kind, not extravagant, like Mark Twain's. Last book 
(posthumous), A Guest at the Ludlow. 



PART III. 
A CASKET OF THOUGHT-GEMS. 



MISCELLANEOUS EXTRACTS. 

AmertcaJ] I. 

Westward the course* of empire takes its way; 

The first four acts already past, 
A fifth shall close the drama with the day ; 

Time's noblest offspring is the last. 

Bp. Bbrkblxt. 

Truth,] II. 

I do not know what I may appear to the world, but to myself 
I seem to have been only like a boy playing on the sea-shore, and 
diverting myself in now and then finding a smoother pebble or a 
prettier shell than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all 
undiscovered before me. Sir Isaac Nbwton. 

O/^ortumty,] IIL 

There is a tide in the affairs of men. 
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; 
Omitted, all the voyage of their life 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries. 

SuAK.: ^iut Ouar, 

Education,] IV. 

A Bible and a newspaper in every house, a good school in every 
district, — all studied and appreciated as they merit, — are the priii 
cipal support of virtue, morality, and civil liberty. Frat %t3» 

^Virtu*,] V. 

Mortals that would follow me, 
Love Virtue; she alone is free; 
She can teach ye how to climb 
Higher than the sphery chime; 
Or if Virtue feeble were. 
Heaven itself would stoop to her, 

MiLTOv: Contus 

* Often quoted " star of empire.*' 

(137) 
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Independctue^ VI. 

These two things, contradictory as they may seem, ansl £o 

together, — manly dependence and manly independence, maoly 
reliance and manly self-reliance. Wordswoktii. 

DeMh.l VIL 

But whether on the scaffold high, 

Or in the battle's van, 
The fittest place where man can die 

Is where he dies for man. m. F. Bauit. 

Calumny.^ VIII. 

To persevere in one's duty and to be silent is the best answer 
to calumny. WASHUiGTOKi 

Tke Good Tinu Comiti^,] IX 

Then let us pray that come it may. 

As come it will for a' that, 
That sease and worth o'er a* the earth 
May bear the gree and a' that. 
• For a' that and a' that, 

It's coming yet, for a' that, 
"When man to man, the warld o'er. 

Shall brothers be for a* that. 

BuKNs: Honeti P<n>€r^m 

Schools.} X. 

School-houses are the republican line of fortifications, 

HoRACB Mamm; 

7mcAiV-] XI. 

Delightful task I to rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to shoot. 
To pour the fresh instruction o'er the mind, 
To breathe the enlivening spirit, and to fix 
The generous purpose in the glowing breast. 

Thomson: The Seasons, 

Teaching.} XII. 

If we work upon marble, it will perish ; if we work upon bras.% 
time will efface it ; if we rear temples, they will crumble into dust; 
but if we work upon immortal minds, if we imbue them with 
principles, with the just fear of God and love of our fellow-men, 
we engrave on those tablets something which will brighten to all 
eternity. Wsnsmu 

LeatMng^.} XIII. 

Do you covet learning's prize ? 

Climb her heights and take it. 
In ourselves our fortune lies ; 

Life is what we make it. j. w. w. 
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Ltfe.\ XIV. 

Life is a casket not precious in itself, but valuable in ^iroportiop 
to what fortune, or industry, or virtue has placed within it. 

Landoiu 

SetJ-reh'ance,'\ XV. 

The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars. 
But in ourselves, that we are underlings. 

Shak.: ykiius Ctrsar, 

Z«^. XVI. 

It is faith in something and enthusiasm for something that makes 
a life worth looking at. Holmes. 

Li^€.] XVII. 

We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breaths; 
In feelings, not in figures on a dial. 
We should count time by heart-throbs ; he most lives. 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best. 

P. J. Bailey : Festus, 

BemvoUnce,^ XVIII. 

An effort made for the happiness of others lifts us above ourselves. 

Mrs. L. M. Child. 
Stlf-itnprcvemeni.l XIX. 

I held it truth, with him who sings 
To one clear harp in divers tones, 
That men may rise on stepping-stones 

Of their dead selves to higher things. 

Tennyson: InMtmariam, 

Dgterminaium,'] XX. 

If there is an3rthing that ought to be said, say it; if there is any- 
thing that ought to l^ done, do it. What a man wills to do he 
will do. J. W. W. 

Trtttkjulfuss,'] XXI. 

Dare to be true ; nothing can need a lie ; 

A fault which needs it most grows two thereby. 

George Her best. 

Moral Courage,} XXII. 

Dare to say No, To refuse to do a bad thing is to do a good 
one. ^ J. w. w. 

Self-improvement^ XXII]^ 

Heaven is not gained at a single bound ; 
But we build the ladder by which we rise 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies. 
And we mount to its summit round by roui d. 
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I count this thing to be grandly true. 
That a noble deed is a step toward God» 
Lifting the soul from the common sod 

To purer air and a broader view. 

We rise by things that are 'neath our fed ; 

By what we have mastered of good and eain ; 

By the pride deposed and the passion slam. 
And the vanquished ills that we hourly meet. 

J. G. Holland. 

Man,\ XXIV. 

Man is the jewel of God, who has created this material world 
to keep his treasure in. Thbodorb PAnioau 

Seif-imprcvementJl XXV. 

The heights by great men reached and kept 

Were not attained by sudden flight ; 
But they, while their companions slept. 

Were toiling upwards in the night. 

LoNGFBLLOW : Ladder qf^, AtiguHku* 

Schawl*.] XXVI. 

Jails and state prisons are the complement of schools ; so many 
less as you have of the latter, so many more you must have of the 
former. Hosacb Mamn. 

Integrity,^ XXVII. 

The thing most specious cannot stead the true; 
Who would appear clean must be clean all through. 

AlicbCary: The Might qf Truik. 

Leisure and LasinessJ] XXVIII. 

Leisure is time for doing something useful; this leisure the 
diligent man will obtain, but the lazy man never ; so that, as Pool 
Richard says, a life of leisure and a life of laziness are two things. 

Framkliv 

All Gifod Costs:] XXIX. 

For strength is bom of struggle, faith of doubt. 
Of discord law, and freedom of oppression : 
We hail from Pisgah, with exulting shout. 
The promised land below us, bright with sun. 
And deem its pastures won. 
Ere toil and blood nave earned us the possession t 
Each aspiration of our human earth 
Becomes an act through keenest pangs of birth ; 
Each force, to bless, must cease to be a dream. 
And conquer life through agony supreme ; 
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Each inborn right must outwardly be tested 

By stem material weapons, ere it stand 

In the enduring fabric of the land, 
Secured for those who yielded it, and those who wrested, 

Bayaro Taylor : Gettysburg Odi, 

Hontes^ XXX, 

The strength of a nation, especially of a republican nation, ia 

in the intelligent and well-ordered homes of its people. 

Mrs, Sigouxmxy. 

Fl0W€rt,'\ XXXI. 

Your voiceless lips, O flowers, are living preachers. 
Each cup a pulpit and each leaf a book, 

Supplying to my fancy numerous teachers, 

From loneliest nook, Horacb Smith. 

FUnveri,\ XXXII. 

How the universal heart of man blesses flowers! They are 
wreathed round the cradle, the marriage altar, and the tomb. The 
Persian in the far East delights in their perfume, and writes his 
love in nosegays ; while the Indian child of the far West claps 
his hands with glee as he gathers the abundant blossoms, — the 
illuminated scriptures of the prairies. Mrs. L, M. Child. 

Beauiy.\ XXXIII. 

If you get simple beauty and nauglit else. 

You get about the best thing God invents ; 

That's somewhat, and you'll find the soul you have missed 

Within yourself, when you return him thanks. 

Robert Browning. 

Adaptation to Circumstances.] XXXIV. 

He is happy whose circumstances suit his temper; but he is 
more excellent who can suit his temper to any circumstances. 

Hume. 

God's L4WJ] XXXV. 

There 's not a flower that decks the vale. 

There *s not a beam that lights the mountaip. 
There *s not a shrub that scents the gale. 

There 's not a wind that stirs the fountain, 
There 's not a hue that paints the rose, 

There's not a leaf around us lying, 
But in its use or beauty shows 

True love to us, and love undying. Gerald Griffin. 
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Oaturt.] -XXXVI. 

Literary culture is mental horticulture : it joins beauty to utility, 
and gives fertility, harmony, and completeness to the mind of its 
possessor. J. W. W. 

Words,] XXXVII. 

Words are mighty, words are living ; 

Serpents with their venomous stings, 
Or bright angels crowding round us 

With heaven's light upon their wings ; 
Every word has its own spirit, 

True or false, that never dies ; 
Every word man's lips have uttered. 
Echoes in God's skies. 

Adbuuob Proctbr : IVprdt. 

Brnnty.l XXXVIII. 

If you would be pungent, be brief ; for it is with words as with 
sunbeams — the more they are condensed, the deeper they bum. 

SOUTUBY. 

IVords.^ XXXIX. 

But words are things ; and a small drop of ink, 

Falling like dew ujwn a thought, produces 

That which makes thousands, perhaps millions, think. 

Byron : Don yuan 

Falsehood,] XL. 

A lie which is all a lie may be met and fought with outright; 
But a lie which is half a truth is a harder matter to fight. 

Tennyson : The GrandmotJUr, 

Falsehood.} XLI. 

Sin has many tools, but a lie is the handle which fits them all. 

HOLMBS. 

yudging:\ XLii. 

Dear Lord, how little man's award 

The right or wrong attest I 
And he who judges least, I think. 

Is he who judges best. 

AlicbCart: Th4 Best yutfgmeui. 

Forgiveness.] XLIII. 

The accusing spirit which flew up to heaven's chancery with the 
oath, blushed as he gave it in ; and Ihe recording angel, as he 
wrote it down, dropped a tear upon the word, and blotted it out 
forever. Stbrnb: Tristram Shandy, 

ynsHce.] XLIV. 

Justice is the idea of God, the ideal of man, the rule of conduct 
9nit ID the nature of mankind. Thbodokb Parkbr. 
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Iniegrity.l XLV. 

Be just, and fear not. 
Let all the ends thou aimst at be thy country's. 
Thy God's, and truth's. 

Shak.: King Henry VUk, 

Mercy."] XLVl. 

The quality of mercy is not strained — 

It droppeth, as the gentle rain from heaven, 

Upon >he place beneath : it is twice blessed ; 

It blesseth him that gives and him^Jiat takes ; 

*Tis mightiest in the mightiest ; it becomes 

The throned monarch better than his crown. 

His sceptre shows the force of temporal power. 

The attribute to awe and majesty. 

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings; 

But mercy is above this sceptered sway, — 

It is enthroned in the hearts of kings ; 

It is an attribute to God himself; 

And earthly power doth then show likest God's, 

"When mercy seasons justice. 

Shakspbarb: The Merchant of Venici, 

Worth,-\ XLVII. 

In this world there is one godlike thing, the essence of all that 
ever was or ever will be of godlike in this world, — the veneration 
done to human worth by the hearts of men, Carlylb, 

Death,'\ XLVIII. 

They never fail who die 
In a great cause. The block may soak their gore ; 
Their heads may sodden in the sun ; their limbs 
Be strung to city gates or castle walls ; 
But still their spirit walks abroad. Though years 
Elapse, and others share as dark a doom, 
They but augment the great and sweeping thoughts 
That overspread all others, and conduct 
The world at last to freedom, 

Byron: Marino Faluro, 
Death."] XLIX. 

I look upon death to be as necessary to our constitution as sleepi 
We shall rise refreshed in the morning, Franklin. 

DemiK] L. 

Earth, let thy softest mantle rest 

On this worn child to thee returning. 
Whose youth was nurtured at thy breast, 

Who loved thee with such tender yearning. 
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He knew thy fields and woodland ways. 
And deemed thy humblest son his brother: 

Asleep, beyond our blame or praise , 
We yield him back, O gentle mother ! 

Stboman: On tk« Death qf Horac€ Greeley , 

DeaiJk.] LI. 

Life is rather a state of embryo, a preparation for life;. a mar. 
is not completely bom till he has passed through death. 



Kindness.^ LII. 

What is the real good ? I asked in musing mood. 
Order, said the law court; knowledge, said the school; 
Truth, said the wise man ; pleasure, said the fool ; 
Love, said the maiden ; beauty, said the page; 
Freedom, said the dreamer ; home, said the sage ; 
Fame, said the soldier; equity, the seer; — 
Spake my heart full sadly, " The answer is not here." 
Then within my bosom softly this I heard : 
Each heart holds the secret, kindness is the word. 

John BoYLB O'Reilly: Watchwords, 

Heaven.^ LIII. 

We are bom for a higher destiny than that of earth ; there is a 
realm where the rainbow never fades, where the stars will be 
spread before us like islands that slumber on the ocean, and where 
the beings that pass before us like shadows will stay in our pres- 
ence forever. BuLWER-Lrrroir. 

Im/rovemeni,'] LIV, 

Build thee more stately mansions, O my soul. 

As the swift seasons roll ! 

Leave the low-vaulted past; 
Let each new temple, nobler than the last, 
Shut thee from heaven with a dome more vast, 

Till thou at length art free. 
Leaving thine outgrown shell by life's unresting sea. 

O. W. HoLMBs: The Chambered Namiilus, 

Ufe.^ LV. 

Life, as we call it, is nothing but the edge of the boundless 
ocean of existence when it comes upon soundings. Houibs. 

TribulattoM,^ LVI. 

The brighest crowns that are worn in heaven have been tried 
and smelted and polished and glorified through the furnace of 
tribulation. Chapiv. 
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eatk/or Gmniry,} LVII. 

How sleep the brave who sink to rest, 
By all their country's wishes blessed I 
When Spring, with dewy fingers cold, 
Returns to deck their hallowed mould, 
She there shall dress a sweeter sod 
Than Fancy's feet have ever trod. 

By fairy hands their knell is rung; 

By forms unseen their dirge is sung : 

There Honor comes, a pilgrim gray, 

To bless the turf that wraps their clay; 

And Freedom shall awhile repair. 

To dwell, a weeping hermit, there. Collins. 

Sffrraws.] LVIII. 

Through Sorrow's vale, by weary pilgrims trod. 

The pathway lies that leads us up to God ; 

And Hope's bright bow most beautiful appears 

On clouded sky, beheld through falling tears. 

'T is life's great lesson, through the ages taught, , 

That wisdom's pearl is by experience bought; 

Sublimest joy is won through fiery trial. 

And sweetest rest by toil and self denial. j. w. W. 

Thought and Acium,] LIX. 

It is well to think well. It is divine to act well. 

HORACB MaMN. 

Patience.] LX. 

Learn patience from the lesson : 

Though the night be drear and long. 
To the darkest sorrow there comes a morrow, 

A right to every wrong. Trowbridgb. 

Lwy.} LXI. 

She dwelt among the untrodden ways 

Beside the springs of Dove, — 
A maid whom there were none to praise, 

And very few to love ; 

A violet by a mossy stone. 

Half hidden from the eye. 
Fair as a star wben only one 

Is shining in the sky. 

She lived unknown, and few could know 

When Lucy ceased to be ! 
But she is in her grave, and oh I 

The difference to me I \i cs«a«j«a«^v*.- 

10 
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Serenade. ^ LXII. 

Deep and sweet she sleeps. 

Because of her love for me ; 
And deep and sweet the peace that keeps 

My happy heart in fee ! 
Peace on the heights, in the deeps, 

Peace over hill and lea. 
Peace through the starlit steeps, 

Peace on the starlit sea. 
Because a simple maiden sleeps 

Dreaming a dream of me. 

John Davidson. 

C^m^titioM.^ LXIII. 

It is excellent discipline for an author to feel that he must say 
all he has to say in the fewest possible words, or his reader is sure 
to skip them ; and in the plainest possible words, or his reader 
will certainly misunderstand them. Generally, also, a downright 
fact may be told in a plain way ; and we want downright facts at 
the present more than anything else. Ruskim. 

Ho^^ L4we^ and FaitM.] LXI V. 

Hope, only Hope, of all that clings 
Around us, never spreads her wings ; 
Love, though he break his earthly chain, 
Still whispers he will come again ; 
But Faith, that soars to seek 3ie sky, 
Shall teach our half-fledged souls to fly, 
And find, beyond the smoke and flame. 
The cloudless azure whence they came ! 

Holmes : ji/ier the Firt^ 
Re^atioMj] LXV. 

And whatever you lend, let it be your money, and not youi 
name. Money you may get again, and, if not, you may contrive 
to do without it ; name once lost you cannot get again; and if yon 
contrive to do without it, you had better never have been bom. 

Bijx.wbr-Ltttoii* 
ConUniment.1 LXVI. 

My conscience is my crown. 

Contented thoughts my rest ; 
My heart is haj^y in itself. 

My bliss is in my breast, 

• • • • • 

I feel no care of coin. 

Well-doing is my wealth ; 
My mind to me an empire is. 

While grace affordeth health. 

SoirrHWBu.: Content and Rich. 
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6unsei.J LXVII. 

Sunset I a hush is in the air, — 

Their grey old heads the mountains bare. 

As if the winds were saying prayer. 

The woodland, with its broad, green wing, 
Shuts up the insect-whispering. 
And lo I the Sea gets up to sing. 

The last red splendor fades and dies. 
And shadows one by one arise 
To light the candles of the skies. 

O wild-flowers, wet with silver dew ! 
O woods, with starlight shining through! 
My heart is in the West with you, 

AucB Cakt : A Dream qf tht WttL 

Exatnpie.'l LXVIII. 

If you would convince a man that he does wrong, do right. 
But do not care to convince him. Men will believe what they 
see. Let them see. Hbnrv D. Thorbau. 

AFatk€f'» Tear.} LXIX. 

Some feelings are to mortals given. 

With less of earth in them than heaven ; 

And if there be a human tear 

From passion's dross refined and clear, 

A tear so limpid and so meek 

It would not stain an angel's cheek, — 

'T is that which pious fathers shed 

Upon a duteous daughter's head. 

Scott : Lady qftkeLaJU, 
Heaven and Earthy LXX. 

A wide, rich heaven hangs above you, but it hangs high. A 
wide, rough world is around you, and it lies very low. 

D. G. MircHBLL. 
Deed and T7tought,\ LXXI. 

Whene'er a noble deed is wrought, 
Whene'er is spoken a noble thought. 

Our hearts in glad surprise. 

To higher levels rise. 

LoifGFBixcw: Santa FUcmena, 

Mind.'] LXXII. 

Man carries under his hat a private theatre, wherein a greater 
drama is ac'ed than is ever performed on the mimic stage, begin- 
ning and ending in eternity. Carlylb. 
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Ufe.\ LXXIIL 

To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow, 

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day, 

To the last syllable of recorded time ; 

And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 

The way to dusty death. Shak : Macbeth, 

TTuHeari,^ LXXIV. 

A human heart can never grow old, if it takes a lively interest 
in the pairing of birds, the reproduction of flowers, and the 
changing tints of autumn leaves. Mrs. L. M. Child. 

l4/e.^ LXXV. 

The shortest life is longest, if 't is best ; 
*T is ours to work — to God belongs the rest. 
Our lives are measured by the deeds we do, 
The thoughts we think, the objects we pursue. 
A fair young life poured out upon the sod. 
In the high cause of freedom and of God, 
Though all too short his course and quickly run. 
Is full and glorious as the orbed sun ; 
While he who lives to hoary-headed age 

Oft dies an infant — dies and leaves no sign; 
For he has writ no deed on history's page. 

And unfulfilled is being's great design. j. w. W. 

Head and Heari,^ LXXVI. 

Nature is full of freaks, and now puts an old head on youpg 
shoulders, and then a young heart beating under fourscore winter's. 

Embksom 

Lire.\ LXXVII. 

Lives of great men all remind us. 
We may make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. 

Footprints that perhaps another. 

Sailing o'er life's solemn main, 
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother. 

Seeing, may take heart again. 

Let us, then, be up and doing, 

With a heart for any fate ; 
Still achieving, still pursuing. 

Learn to laTx)r and to wait. 

LoNGPBixow : Psalm of Life 
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Liberty,'\ LXXVIII. 

Give me the centralism of liberty ; give me the imperialism of 
equal rights. Sumnbr. 

Freedom,] LXXIX. 

When a deed is doi.e for freedom, through the broad earth's 

aching breast 
Runs a thrill of joy prophetic, trembling on from east to west, 
And the slave, where'er he cowers, feels the soul within him climb 
To the awful verge of manhood, as the energy sublime 
Of a century, bursts full- blossomed on the thorny stem of time. 

LowBLL : The Present Crisis, 
Benevolence,] LXXX. 

There is a sort of virtuous selfishness in benevolence ; for the 
more we live for the good of others, the more we really benefit 
ourselves. j. w. W. 

Heroism,] LXXXI. 

Life may be given in many ways. 
And loyalty to truth be sealed 
As bravely in the closet as the field. 
So generous is fate ; 
But then to stand beside her 
When craven churls deride her. 
To front a lie in arms and not to yield, — 
This shows, methinks, God's plan 
And measure of a stalwart man. 

Lowell : Comtnemoration Ode, 
Sentiment and Science,] LXXXII. 

It is better to inspire the heart with a noble sentiment than to 
teach the mind a truth of science. Edward Brooks. 

Progress,] LXXXIII. 

Not in vain the distance beacons. Forward, forward let us range ! 

Let the great world spin forever down the ringing grooves of 

change I 
Tlirough the shadow of the globe we sweep into the younger day 

Belter fifty years of Europe than a cycle of Cathay. 

Tbnnyson: Locksley HeUl, 
SmuJatum,] LXXXIV. 

We should strive to exemplify in our own lives what we most 
admire in others. j. w. W. 

Living for God,] LXXXV. 

Blessed are those who die for God, 

And earn the martyr's crown of light ; 

Yet he who lives for God may be 

A greater conqueror in His sight. 

Adelaide Proctbr ; MojnmuM. 
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God.] LXXXVl. 

One and God make a majority. 

Frsobuck Douglass. 

SmccM,] LXXXVII. 

All -lie, whole men succeed ; for what is woith 
Success's name, unless it be the thought, 
The inward surety to have carried out 
A noble purpose to a noble end, 
Although it be the gallows or the block? 

LowBLL : A Glance behind the Qtrtam. 

Truth.\ LXXXVIII. 

Truth is as impossible to be soiled by any outward touch as the 
sunbeam. Miltom, 

Manhood.] LXXXIX. 

For manhood is the one immortal thing 

Beneath time's changeful sky ; 
And where it lightened once, from age to age, 
Men came to learn in grateful pilgrimage. 

That length of days is knowing how to die. 

LowBLL : Lexington OtU. 

Monument.] XC. 

No man who needs a monument ever ought to have one. 

HAWTHORiaC. 

Ai^.] XCI. 

Eternal hope ! when yonder spheres sublime 
Pealed their first notes to sound the march of time. 
Thy joyous youth began, but not to fade 
When all the sister planets are decayed. 
When, wrapt in fire, the realms of ether glow, 
And heaven's last thunder shakes the world below, 
Thou undismayed shalt o'er the ruins smile, 
And light thy torch at nature's funeral pile. 

Campbell : Pleasures i^f He^, 

^mplicity,] XCII. 

In character, in manners, in style, in all things, the supreme 
excellence is simplicity. Longfbllow. 

€hUies.\ XCIII. 

New occasions teach new duties; time makes ancient good un* 

couth ; 
They must upward still and onward, who would keep abreast of 

truth. LowBU.: The Present Crisis. 

Education.] XCIV. 

Education gives power; hence it is a blessing or a cuise, accord- 
ing to tow we use it. J. W. W. 
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Trust in God.^ XCV. 

I know not what the future hath 

Of marvel or surprise, 
Assured alone that life and death 

His mercy underlies. 

And so beside the Silent Sea 

I wait the muffled oar ; 
No harm from Him can come to me, 

On ocean or on shore. 

I know not where His islands lift 

Their fronded palms in air ; 
I only know I cannot drift 

Beyond His love and care. 

Whittibr: The Eiemai Goodness. 

Kn(rwU4ge,\ XCVI. 

It is better to know much of a few things than a little of many 
things. Edward Brooks. 

Tkomgki.^ XCVII. 

All thoughts that mould the age begin 
Deep down within the primitive soul. 

And from the many slowly upward win 
To one who grasps the whole. 

In his wide brain the feeling deep 
That struggled on the many's tongue. 

Swells to a tide of thought whose surges leap 
O'er the weak thrones of wrong. 

Lowell : An Incident ina R, R, Car, 

Edncation.] XCVIII. 

It is not so much in buying pictures as in being pictures, tha^ 
you can encourage a noble school. The best patronage of art is 
not that which seeks for the pleasure of sentiment in a vague 
ideality, nor for beauty of form in a marble image, but that which 
educates your children into living heroes, and binds down the 
flights and fondnesses of the heart into practical duty and faithfu* 
devotion. Ruskzm. 

Literary Fame, ] XCIX. 

It may be glorious to write 

Thoughts that shall glad the two or three 
High souls, like those Tzi stars that come in sight ' 

Once in a century ; 



152 COMMON-SCHOOL LITERATURE. 

But better far it is to speak 

One simple word, which now and then 

Shall waken their free nature in the weak 
And friendless sons of men ; 

To write some earnest verse or line, 

Which, seeking not the praise of art, 
Shall make a clearer faith in manhood shine 

In the untutored heart. 

He who doth this, in verse or prose, 

May be forgotten in his day, 
But surely shall be crowned at last with those 

Who live and speak for aye. 

LowKLL : Incident in a R, R, Car. 

Backs.] C. 

A good book is the precious life-blood of a master-spirit, em- 

iKilmed and treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life. 

.. , ■. ^, Milton. 

Dfotk.] CI. 

There is a reaper whose name is Death, 

And, with his sickle keen, 
He reaj)s the bearded grain at a breath, 

And ihe flowers that grow between. 

Longfellow : The Reaper and tki Flowers, 

^VMuy.] CII. 

The day is done, and the darkness 

Falls from the wings of night. 
As a feather is wafted downward 

From an eagle in his flight. 

I see the lights of the village 

Gleam through the rain and the mist. 

And a feeling of sadness comes o*er me 
That my soul cannot resist; 

A feeling of sadness and longing, 

That is not akin to pain, 
And resembles sorrow, only 

As the mist resembles the rain. 

ix>NGPBLLOW : Day is Done. 

GmTs IJvery.\ CIII. 

God*s livery is a very plain one ; but its wearers have good 
reason to be content. If it have not so much gold-lace about it 
as Satan's, it keeps out foul weather better, and is besides a greai 
deal cheaper. Lowell. 
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The Bible? CIV. 

Thou truest friend man ever knew, 

Thy constancy I've tried; 
When all were false, I found thee true, 

My counsellor and guide. 
The mines of earth no treasures give 

That could this volume buy; 
In teaching me the way to live. 

It taught me how to die. 

Morris: My MoUut^t BtbU, 

HoMeSt^, CV. 

Honesty is the best policy ; but he who acts on that principle 
IS not an honest man. Whatbly. 

TVwM.] CVI. 

Great truths are portions of the soul of man ; 

Great souls are portions of eternity ; 
Each drop of blood that e'er through true heart ran 

With lofty message, ran for thee and me ; 
For God's law, since the starry song began. 

Hath been, and still forevermore must be. 

That every deed which shall outlast life's span. 

Must goad the soul to be erect and free. 

Lowell : Soniut No. 6. 
Education,^ CVII. 

Education is the chief defence of nations. Burkb. 

DauH.l CVIII. 

Perplext in faith, but pure in deeds, 

At last he beat his music out. 

There lives more faith in honest doubt, 
Believe me, than in half the creeds. 

Tbnnyson: JnMemoriam, 
Beauty o/ Character.^ CIX. 

Fine natures are like Bne poems ; a glance at the Bist two lines 
suffices for a guess into the beauty that waits for you if you read on. 

BULWRR-LVTTON. 

Fmth.l ex. 

I falter where I firmly trod, 

And, falling with my weight of cares 
. Upon the great world's altar-stairs 
Which slope through darkness up to God, 

I stretch lame hands of faith, and grope, 
And gather dust and chaff, and call 
To what I feel is lord of all. 

And faintly trust the larger hope. 

Tbmmtson : In Mnm^riam 
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Mannert,"] CXI. 

Fine manners are the mantle of fair minds. Alcott. 

Early DgmtJk,] CXII. 

Loveliest of lovely things are they 
On earth, that soonest pass away; 
The rose that lives its little hour, 
Is prized above the sculptured flower ; 
Even love, long tried, and cherished long, 
Becomes more tender and more strong 
At thought of that insatiate grave, 
From which its yearnings cannot save. 

Bryant : A Scene <m the Bank* o/tkt HtuUmi. 

Literature:^ CXIII. 

Literature is the immortality of speech. Wiixmott. 

Age.l CXIV. 

I mourn no more my vanished years: 

Beneath a tender rain. 
An April rain of smiles and tears, 

My heart is young again. 

The airs of spring may never play 

Among the ripening com. 
Nor freshness of the flowers of May 

Blow through the autumn mom ; 

Yet shall the blue-eyed gentian look 

Through fringed lids to heaven, 
And the pale aster, in the brook 

Shall see its image given ; 

The woods shall wear their robes of praise, 

The south-wind softly sigh. 
And sweet, calm days in golden haze 

Melt down the amber sky. 

Whittibr : My Psalm 

Method.] CXV. 

Method is the hinge of business, and there is no method with- 
out order and punctuality. Hannah Mors. 

Ljfe.] CXVI. 

Our little lives are kept in equipoise 
By opposite attractions and desires ; 

The struggle of I he instinct that enjoys. 
And the more noble instinct that aspires 

LoMGFBLLow: Hannted Houset, 
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Civility.^ CXVII. 

Civility costs nothing, and buys everything. 

Mart Woktlkt MoMTAca 

L/e.l CXVIII. 

Thanks, thanks to thee, my worthy friend. 

For the lesson thou hast taught I 
Thus at the flaming forge of life 

Our fortunes must be wrought ; 
Thus on its sounding anvil shaped 
Each burning deed and thought. 

LoNCFBLLOw: T%4 VUlogt Blocmstm^ 

iiaMf$rrs,'\ CXIX. 

Striking manners are bad manners. Robert Haix. 

Z«sv.] CXX. 

Hid in earth's mines of silver, 

Floating in clouds above. 
Ringing in Autumn's tempest. 

Murmured by every dove, — 
One thought fills God's creation. 

His own great name of Love. 

Adblaidb Procter : Thto Wortdt. 

Aff*ctatum,-\ CXXI. 

Affectation hides three times as many virtues as charity does 
sins. Horace Mamm. 

Modesty,^ CXXII. 

Modesty seldom resides in a breast that is not enriched with 
nobler virtues. Goldsmith. 

Cheerfulness.^ CXXIII. 

Do not look for wrong and evil. 

You will find them if you do; 
As you measure for your neighbor 

He will measure back to you. 

Look for goodness, look for gladness^ 
You will meet them all the while ; 
If you brin? a smiling visage 

To the glass, you meet a smile. Aucb Cart. 
A GoedHeart,^ CXXIV. 

If a good face is a lette* of reconunendation, a good heart is a 
letter of credit. Bvlwrr-Ltttom. 

£*!¥.] CXXV. 

Why is it so difficult to love wisely, so easy to love too well ? 

Mtss Braddok. 
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Mwwff.] CXXVL 

Go wing thy flight from star to star, 
From world to luminous world, as far 
As the universe spreads its flaming wall; 
Take all the pleasures of all the spheres. 
And multiply each through endless years, 
One minute of heaven is worth them all. 

MooRB : Lalla RoML 

mpt. cxxvii. 

Hope, like the gleaming taper's light. 

Adorns and cheers the way ; 
And still, as darker grows the night, 

Emits a brighter ray. 

Goldsmith : The Captiviiy, 

Intell€cts.\ CXXVIIL 

One-story intellects, two-story intellects, three-story intellects 
with skylights. All fact-collectors who have no aim beyond theii 
facts, are one-story men. Two-story men compare, reason, gener- 
alize, using the labors of the fact-collectors, as well as their own. 
Three-story men idealize, imagine, predict ; their best illumina- 
tion comes from above, through the skylight, Holmb. 

Left Behind.] CXXIX. 

1 cannot chide away the pain, 

I cannot bid the throb be still. 
That aches and aches through heart and brain. 

And leaves them pulsing to the thrill 
Of overmastering memories. They 
Who never saw the eyelids close. 
Beneath whose shadowing fringes lay 

All that had given to life repose. 
Or charm, or hope, or ease, or joy. 
Or love clear molten from alloy; 

Who have not tear-blind watched the breath 
That only breathed to bless them, come 
Slower and fainter, till the dumb 

Unanswering lips grew white with death. 
They cannot know, by grief untaught. 

What an un fathomed depth I find 
Of ebbless anguish in the thought 
That I am left behind. 

Margaret J. Preston (p. 125). 
Freedom] CXXX. 

Give me liberty to know, to think, to believe, and to utter free- 
ly, according to conscience, above all other liberties. Milton. 
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GoduLope,^ CXXXI. 

To find some siire interpreter 

My spirit vainly tries ; 
I only know that Gk>d is love, 

And know that love is wise. 

AucB CArt ; L(f(^A Mystery, 

Beaufy,} CXXXII. 

Beauty, like truth and justice, lives within us; like virtue, and 
like moral law, it is a companion of the soul. Bancroft. 

Evening.} CXXXIII. 

See the broad sun forsake the skies, 

Glow on the waves and downward glide ; 
Anon heaven opens all its eyes, 

And star-beams tremble on the tide. 

Rbv. Mather Bylbs, d. 1788. 

Cwfltty.] CXXXIV. 

A man has no more right to say an uncivil thing than to act 
one, no moie right to say a rude thing to another ^n to knock 
him Jown. Dr. S. Johnson. 

ATa^/.] CXXXV. 

How beautiful this night ! The balmiest sigh 

Which vernal zephjrrs breathe in Evening's ear. 

Were discord to the speaking quietude 

That wraps this moveless scene. Heaven's ebon vault, 

Studded with stars unutterably bright. 

Through which the moon's unclouded grandeur rolls, 

Seems like a canopy which Love hath spread 

To curtain her sleeping world. 

Shbllby : Queen Mad, 
Jlfaiernal iM^uence,] CXXXVI. 

Men are what their mothers made them. Embrsom. 

Voman,} CXXXVII. 

O woman ! in our hours of ease, 

Uncertain, coy, and hard to please. 

And variable as the shade 

By the light quivering aspen made ; 

When pain and anguish wring the brow, 

A ministering angel thou I Scott: Marmiom. 

Mothers.^ CXXXVIII. 

I think it must somewhere be writt-^n, that the virtues of moth- 
ers shall, occasionally, be visited on their children, as well as the 
sins of fathers. Dicki 
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Woman and Man,] CXXXIX. 

For woman is not undeveloped man, 

But diverse : could we make her as the man. 

Sweet love were slain : his dearest bond is this. 

Not like to like, but like in difference. 

Yet in the long years liker must they grow ; 

The man be more of woman, she of man ; 

He gain in sweetness and in moral height. 

Nor lose the wrestling thews that throw the world; 

She mental breadth, nor fail in childward care, 

Nor lose the childlike in the larger mind ; 

Till at the last she set herself to man. 

Like perfect music unto noble words. 

TBinnrsoif: TJU Princess. 

Marriage."] CXL. 

The reason why so few marriages are happy is because young 
ladies spend their time in making nets, not in making cages. 

Swift* 

New Year's,] CXLI. 

Old Time's great clock,that never stops. 

Nor runs too fast nor slow. 
Hung up amid the worlds of space, 

Where wheeling planets glow. 
Its dial-plate the orbit vast 

Where whirls our mundane sphere, — 
Has pushed its pointer round again. 
And struck another year. j. w. W. 

Woman.] CXLII. 

To be a good woman is better than to be a fine lady. 
Woman.] CXLIII. ^' ^' ^' 

" The proper study of mankind is man ;" 
The most perplexing one, no doubt, is woman. 

Lovelinest.] CXLIV. ^^** 

Loveliness 
Needs not the foreign aid of ornament. 
But is, when unadorned, adorned the most 

Goodness.] CXLV. *^"''"^"- ^Seasons 

To be good is the mother of To do good, J. W. w. 

Woman,] CXLVI. 

Women know 
The way to rear up children (to be just) ; 
They know a simple, merry, tender knack 
Of tying sashes, fitting baby-shoes. 



Miscellaneous extracts. 159 

And stringing pretty words that make no sense, 
And kissing full sense into empty words ; 
Which things are corals to cut life upon. 
Although such trifles. 

Mrs. Browning : Anrora Liigh. 

HospUmlUy,^ CXLVII. 

Let not the emphasis of hospitality be in bed and board ; but 
let truth and love and honor and courtesy flow in all thy deeds. 

Emerson. 

^fwv.] CXLVIIL 

Come, gentle Spring, ethereal mildness, come ; 
And from the bosom of yon dropping cloud. 
While music wakes around, veiled in a shower 
Of shadowing roses, on oiu: plains descend. 

Thomson: Tfu Seasont, 

B00k*.^ CXUX. 

The true University of these days is a collection of books. 

Carltlr. 

Moonligki.'\ CL. 

How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon this bank ! 
Here will we sit, and let the sounds of music 
Creep in our ears. Soft stillness and the night 
Become the touches of sweet harmony. 
..... Look how the floor of heaven 
Is thick inlaid with patines of bright gold I 
There 's not the smallest orb which thou behold'st^ 
But in his motion like an angel sings. 
Still quiring to the young-eyed cherubims. 
Such harmony is in immortal souls ; 
But whilst this muddy vesture of decay 
Doth grossly close it in, we cannot hear it. 

Shaksprarr: Mer,qfVen, 
Beatay.'\ CLI. 

Beauty itself is but the sensible image of the infinite. 

Bancrovt. 
May\ CLIL 

Oh, the merry May has pleasant hours, 

And dreamily they glide. 
As if they floated like the leaves 

Upon a silver tide. 
The trees are full of crimson buds, 

And the woods are full of birds, 
And the waters flow to music, 

Like a song with pleasant words. Willis : May. 
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Btamty iff Nature,^ CLIII. 

Nature cannot be surprised in undress. Beauty breaks in every, 
where. Embiuon. 

M£hi.] CLIV. 

The twilight hours like birds flew by, 

As lightly and as free ; 
Ten thousand stars were in the sky, 

Ten thousand in the sea ; 
For every wave with dimpled face 

That leaped upon the air, 
Had caught a star in its embrace, 

And held it trembling there. Amelia B. Wblbt 
Frost.] CLV. 

What a cunning silversmith is the Frost ! The rarest work- 
manship of Delhi and Genoa copies him but clumsily, as if the 
fingers of all other artists were thumbs. Fern-work and lace-work 
and filigree in endless variety, and under it all the water tinkles 
like a distant guitar, or drums like a tambourine, or gurgles like 
the tokay of an anchorite's dream. Jas. Russell Lowblu 

Evening.] CLVI. 

Now came still Evening on, and Twilight gray 
Had in her sober livery all things clad. 
Silence accompanied ; for beast and bird. 
They to their grassy couch, these to their nests 
Were slunk, all but the wakeful nightingale ; 
She all night long her amorous descant sung; 
Silence was pleased. Now glowed the firmament 
With Ifving sapphires : Hesperus, that led 
The starry host, rode brightest, till the moon, 
Rising in clouded majesty, at length 
Apparent queen, unveiled her peerless light. 
And o'er the dark her silver mantle threw. 

Milton : Parodist Lost^ Bk. IP, 

Autumn.] CLVII. 

The melancholy days are come, the saddest of the year. 

Of wailing winds and naked woods and meadows brown and 
sere ; 

Heaped in the hollows of the grove, the autumn leaves lie dead; 

They rustle to the eddying gust and to the rabbit's tread ; 

The robin and the wren are flown, and from the shrubs the jay. 

And from the wood- top calls the crow, through all the gloomy 
day. Bryant : Death of the FUrwert, 

Life.] CLVIII. 

A iwin*s life is an appendix to his heart. South. 
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Deaik:\ CLIX. 

Leaves have their time to fall, 
And flowers to wither at the north wind's breath. 

And stars to set; but all — 
Thou hast all seasons for thine own, O Death ! 

Mrs. Hbmams. 
Educaium,'] CLX. 

Do not ask if a man has been through college : ask if a college 
has been through him ; if he is a walking university. Chafix. 

A LtttU Girl.} CLXI. 

A Princess from the Fairy Isles, 
The very pattern girl of girls, 
All covered and embowered in curls. 
Rose-tinted from the Isle of Flowers, 
And sailing with soft, silken sails, 
From far-off Dreamland into ours. 

Longfellow : Hanging tfftk* Grant, 

Education,} CLXII. 

We speak of educating our children. Do we know that our 
children also educate us ? Mrs. Sigourmuy. 

Barifoot Boy,} CLXIII. 

Blessings on thee, little man, 

Barefoot boy with cheek of tan ; 

With thy turned up pantaloons. 

And thy merry whistled tunes ; 

With thy red lips, redder still 

Kissed by strawberries on the hill ; 

With the sunshine on thy face. 

Through thy torn brim's jaunty grace ; 

From my heart I give thee joy : 

I was once a barefoot boy. WHxmsR. 

Ttars and Laughter,} CLXIV. 

In a natural state, tears and laughter go hand in hand ; fcr they 
are twin-bom. Like two children sleeping in one cradle, when 
one wakes and stirs, the other wakes also. Bbbcher. 

Praying.} CLXV. 

Two went up to pray ? Oh, rather say. 

One went to brag, the other to pray ; 

One stands up close, and treads on high. 

Where the other dares not lend his eye ; 

One nearer to God's altar trod, 

The other to the altar's God. Richard Csasmaw. 

II 
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Ugktfram DarJktutt.} CLXVII. 

The eternal stars shine out as soon as it b dark enough. 

Z>riV] CLXViil. 

CROSSING THE BAR. 
Sunset and evening star, 

And one clear call for me 1 
And may there be no moanii^ of the bar 

When I put out to sea 1 

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 

Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep 

Turns again home. 

Twilight and evening bell. 

And after that the dark I 
And may there be no sadness of fsu-ewell 

When I embark I 

For though from out our bourne of Time and Place 

The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 

When I have crossed the bar. 

TmmYson.—Iitf Imtt Potmu 

D$Mh.-\ CLXIX. 

There is no flock, however watched and tended, 

But one dead lamb is there ; 
There is no fireside, howsoever defended. 
But has one vacant chair. 

Longfellow I RtsignatiffH, 
WU,'\ CLXX. 

Wit loses its respect with the good, when seen in company with 
malice ; and to smile at the jest that plants a thorn in another's 
breast, is to become a principal in the mischief. Sheridan. 

Dtath ^a% In/ant.} CLXXI. 

There beamed a smile 
So fixed, so holy, from that cherub brow, 
Death gazed and left it there. He dared not steal 
The signet-ring of Heaven. Mrs. Sigournbt. 

B^ksJ] CLXXII. 

The post lives but in words ; a thousand ages were blank if 
books had not evoked their ghosts, and kept the pale, unbodied 
shades to warn us from fleshless lips. Bulwbr-Ltttoii. 
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S/iriitua Jnjiutmce,^ CLXXIIL 

Hands of invisible spirits touch the strings 
Of that mysterious instrument, the soul. 
And play the prelude of our fate. 

Lohgfblijow : S^a$tuk Simdemi, 

Bvenimg Bells.} CLXXIV. 

Those evening bells, those evening bells. 
How many a tale their music tells 
Of youth, and home, and that sweet time 
When last I heard their soothing chime I 

Those joyous hours are passed away ; 
And many a heart that then was gay 
Within the tomb now darkly dwells, 
And hears no more those evening bells. 

And so *t will be when I am gone; 

That tuneful peal will still ring on, 

While other bards shall walk these dells, 

And sing your praise, sweet evening bells. Mookb. 

Doing: Good,} CLXXV. 

The greatest pleasure I know is to do a good action by stealth« 
and to have it found out by accident. Lamb. 

Death.} CLXXVL 

THE DEATHBED. 

We watched her breathing through the night, 

Her breathing soft and low, 
As in her breast the wave of Ufa 

Kept heaving to and fro. 

So silently we seemed to speak. 

So slowly moved about. 
As we had lent her half our powers 

To eke her living out. 

Our very hopes belied our fears. 

Our fears our hopes belied ; 
We thought her dying when she slept. 

And sleeping when she died. 

For when the mom came, dim and sad, 

And chill with early showers. 
Her quiet eyelids closed ; she had 

Another mom than ours. Hood. 
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GiariptuLi^.} CLXXVU. 

Sound, sound the clarion 1 fill the fife ! 

To all the sensual worid proclaim, 
One crowded hour of glorious life 

Is worth an age without a name. Scott 

DtatA {qfMrs. Lawll).] CLXXVIIL 

Then fell upon the house a sudden gloom, 
A shadow on those features fair and thin, 

And softly, from that hushed and darkened room, 
Two angels issued where but one went in. 

Longfellow : Tkt Tw0 Angels, 

Tht Past.] CLXXIX. 

Tears, idle tears, I know not what they mean ; 
Tears from the depth of some divine despair 
Rise in the heart and gather to the eyes. 
In looking at the happy autumn fields, 
And thinlung of the days that are no more. 

Dear as remembered kisses after death, 
And sweet as those by hopeless fancy feigned 
On lips that are for others ; deep as love. 
Deep as first love, and wild with all regret,— 
Oh 1 death in life ! the days that are no more I 

Tbnktson: TksPrmtsu, 

Qtrts.] CLXXX. 

Too much of joy is sorrowful, 

So cares must needs abound ; 
The vine that bears too many flowers 

Will trail upon the ground. Aucb Cart. 

iUmetft^ancs,] CLXXXI. 

This is truth the poet sings. 
That a sorrow's crown of sorrow is remembering happier things. 

Tbnnysom : LocJksley HalL 

Sensibility,] CLXXXII. 

I would not enter on my list of friends. 

Though graced with polished manners and fine sense, 

Yet wanting sensibility, the man 

Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm. Cowfsil 

^ym^aihy.] CLXXXIII. 

No one is so accursed by fate. 
No one so utterly desolate. 

But some heart, though unknown* 

Responds unto his own. 



\ 
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Responds as if, with unseen wings, 

An angel touched the quivering strings. 

And whispered in his song, 

Wliere hast thou staid so long ? 

LoNGFBLLOw : Eiufymum, 

Laughter.] CLXXXIV. 

No one who has once heartily and wholly laughed can be alto- 
gether irreclaimably depraved. Carltlb. 

^rtng,] CLXXXV. 

In the spring a fuller crimson comes upon the robin's breast ; 
In the spring the wanton lapwing gets himself another crest ; 
In the spring a livelier iris changes on the burnished dove ; 
In the spring the young man's fancy lightly turns to thoughts of 
love. TsmnrsoN: Locktley HalL 

Lao*,] CLXXXVI. 

If there is anything that keeps the mind open to angel-visita 
and repels the ministry of ill, it is human love. Wiujs. 

Prayer and Lwe,] CLXXXVII. 

He prayeth well who loveth well 
Both man and bird and beast ; 

He prayeth best who loveth best 
All things, both great and small ; 

For the dear God who loveth us, 
He made and loveth all. Colbriogx. 

SUndtr and Anger.] CLXXX VIIL 

Alas ! they had been friends in youth ; 
But whispering tongues can poison truth ; 
And constancy lives in realms above ; 

And life is thorny, and youth is vain. 
And to be wroth with one we love, 

Doth work like madness in the brain. Coi^ridgb. 

Social EvUs,] CLXXXIX. 

Cursed be the social wants that sin against the strength of youth ! 
Cursed be the social lies that warp us from the living truth ! 
Cursed be the sickly forms that err from honest nature's rule ! 
Cursed be the gold that gilds the straitened forehead of the fool 1 

TBmnrsoN : LocktUy Hail 

Birdi.] CXC. 

Think, every morning, when the sun peeps through 

The dim leaf-latticed wmdows of the grove. 
How jubilant the happy birds renew 
Their old melodious madrigals of love ; 
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And when you think of this, remember, too, 
'T is always morning somewhere, and above 
The awakening continents, from shore to shore, 
Somewhere the birds are singing evermore I 

LoNGFBLLOw: Btrdt ^ JGlHngworth, 

Bfffettu^,} CXCI. 

One long bar 
Of purple cloud, on which the evening star 
Shone like a jewel on a scimetar, 
Held the sky's golden gateway. Through the deep 
Hush of the woods a miumur seemed to creep— 
The Schuylkill whispering in a voice of sleep. 

Whittibr: Penn, Filgrbiu 
%M/.] CXCII. 

Better than gold is a peaceful home, 

Where all the fireside charities come, — 

The shrine of love and the heaven of life. 

Hallowed by mother or sister or wife. 

However humble the home may be, 

Or tried with sorrow, by Heaven's decree. 

The blessings that never were bought or sold, 

And centre there, are better than gold. Father Ryan. 

MidtiighU'\ CXCIII. 

'T is midnight's holy hour, and silence now 

Is brooding, like a gentle spirit, o'er 

The still and pulseless world. Geo. D. Prentice. 

Nighl,^ CXCIV. 

Night, sable goddess, from her ebon throne. 
In ray less majesty now stretches forth 
Her leaden sceptre o'er a slumbering world. 

Voung: Night Thoughts. 

Smdnes* and Gmsolatum,] CXCV. 

THE RAINY DAY. 

The day is cold and dark and dreary ; 
It rains, and the wind is never weary; 
The vine still clings to the mouldering wall, 
But at every gust the dead leaves fall. 
And the day is dark and dreary. 

My life is cold and dark and dreaiy ; 
It rains, and the wind is never weary ; 
My thoughts still cling to the mouldering past, 
But the hopes of youth fall thick in the blast, 
And the days are dark and dreaiy. 



MISCELLANEOUS EXTRACTS. 167 

Be still, sad heart ! and cease repining ; 
Behind the clouds is the sun still shining ; 
Thy fate is the common fate of all ; 
Into each life some rain must fall. 
Some days must be dark and dreary. 

Loi«GFSX.U>W. 

F^/tlmmi,^ CXCVI. 

Sometimes an hour of Fate's serenest weather 

Strikes through our changeful sky its coming beams ; 

Somewhere above us, in elusive ether, 
Waits the fulfilment of our dearest dreams. 

So, when the wayward time and gift have blended, 
When hope beholds relinquished visions won, 

The heavens are broken, and a blue more splendid 
Holds in its bosom an enchanted sun. 

Bayard Taylor : AdAmieox {/rom Home Pastarait), 

Miuic,} CXCVIL 

I pant for the music which is divine ; 

My soul in its thirst is a dying flower. 
Pour forth the sounds like enchanted wine ; 

Loosen the notes in a silver shower ! Shklley. 

Jf«t«r.] CXCVIII. 

That strain again ; it had a dying fall ; 

Oh, it came o'er my ear like the sweet south 

That breathes upon a bank of violets, 

Stealing and giving odor. Shak.: TW^A A^vAf. 

Unum and Liberty,^ CXCIX. 

Lord of the Universe ! shield us and guide us, 

Trusting thee always through shadow and sun ! 
Thou hast united us, — who shall divide us ? 
Keep us, oh, keep us the many in one I 
Up with our banner bright. 
Sprinkled with starry light. 
Spread its fair emblems from mountain to shore. 
While through the sounding sky, 
Loud rings the nation's cry, 
Union and Liberty ! One evermore 1 Holmss. 

Ch4er/ulm4ss,'\ CC. 

Here *s a sigh to those who love me. 

And a smile to those who hate, 
And whatever sky 's above me, 
Here 's a heart for any fate. 

Btrom: To Tnm Moore 
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SUt^\ CCL 

" God bless the man who first invented oleep I ' 

So Sancho Panza said, and so say I. Saxk. 

BitgU Sang? CCII. 

The splendor falls on castle walls 

And snowy smmnits old in story ; 
The long light shakes across the lakes. 

And the wild cataract leaps in glory. 
• Blow, bugle, blow ! set the wild echoes flying t 
Blow, bugle ! answer, echoes !— dying, dying, dying. 

Oh, hark I oh, hear I how thin and clear I 
And thinner, clearer, farther going ! 

Oh, sweet and far, from cliff and scar. 
The horns of Elfland faintly blowing ! 

Blow ! let us hear the purple glens replying I 

Blow, bugle I answer, echoes 1 — dying, dying, dying. 

O love, they die in yon rich sky; 

They faint on hiU or field or river ; 
Our echoes roll from soul to soul. 

And grow forever and forever I 
Blow, bugle, blow ! set the wild echoes flying I 
And answer, echoes, answer ! — dying, dying, dying. 

Tbnnyson; Tlu PiHnceu. 

Rfmemhranc4.'\ CCIII. 

Break, break, break. 

On thy cold, gray stones, O Sea ! 
And I would that my tongue could utter 

The thoughts that arise in me. 

Oh, well for the fisherman's boy. 

That he shouts with his sbter at play 1 

Oh, well for the sailor lad 
That he sings in his boat on the bay I 

And the stately ships go on 

To their haven under the hill ; 
But oh, for the touch of a vanished hand. 

And the sound of a voice that is still I 

Break, break, break. 

At the foot of thy crags, O Sea I 
But the tender grace of a day that is dead 

Will never come back to me I Tbm 



\' 
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Warik.\ CCIV. 

True worth is in being, not seeming,— 

In doing, each day that goes by, 
Some little good, not in dreaming 

Of great things to do by and by ; 
For whatever men say in their blindness, 

And spite of the fancies of youth, 
There is nothing so kingly as kindness. 

And nothing so royal as truth. 

AucB Cart : NoHlUjf. 
Love.} CCV. 

The night has a thousand eyes, 

And the day but one ; 
Yet the light of the bright world dies 

With the dying sun. 

The mind has a thousand eyes, 

And the heart but one ; 
Yet the light of a whole life dies 

When love is done. f. W. Bourdillon. 

UrnktHiiMess.} CCVL 

Is it worth while that we jostle a brother 
Bearing his load on the rough road of life ? 

Is it worth while that we jeer at each other 

In blackness of heart ? — that we war to the knife ? 
God pity us all in our pitiful strife. 

Joaquin Miller : Dovm into the DutL 

IVn^.l CCVII. 

Little of all we value here 
Wakes on the mom of its hundredth year 
Without both feeling and looking queer. 
In fact, there's nothing that keeps its youth. 
So far as I know, but a tree and truth. 

* HoLMBs : Th€ Ont-Hos* .S^r. 

Piemtmrs amd Tears,} CCVIII. 

Upon the valley's lap 

The dewy morning throws 
A thousand pearly drops, 
To wake a single rose. 

Thus often, in the course 

Of life's few fleeting years, 
A single pleasure costs 

The soul a thousand tears. 

Bryant : Frcm iJU Sj^isk. 
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TTu Dnnl,] CCIX. 

There are like to be short graces where the devil plays host. 

Lamb 

Z^ove.l CCX« 

Man's love is of man's life a thing apart ; 

'T is woman's whole existence. Btron. 

Zatv*.^ CCXI. 

The poet's heart is an unlighted torch, which gives no help to 
his footsteps till love has touched it with flame. Lowblu 

IMerature,'\ CCXII. 

Literature is the thought of thinking souls. Carltlb. 

Misfortune.'] CCXIII. 

The best laid schemes o' mice and men 

Gang aft agley, 
And leave us nought but grief and pain, 

For promised joy. Burns i To a Mouse, 

Apology,"] CCXIV. 

Apology is only egotism wrong side out. Nine times out of 
ten the Brst thing a man's companions know of his short-comings 
is from his apology. Holmbs. 

Patience,^ CCXV. 

There is no crown in the world 
So good as patience ; neither is any peace 
That God puts in our lips to drink as wine, 
More honey-pure, more worthy love's own praise, 
Than that sweet-souled endurance which makes clean 
The iron hands of anger. 

Swinburne: The Queen Moiker* 

Fear,] CCXVI. 

Fear is the white-lipped sire of subterfuge and treachery. 

Mrs. Sigournbt. 
Love of Nature,] CCXVII. 

Thanks to the human heart by which we live, 
Thanks to its tenderness, its jo)rs, and fears. 

To me the meanest flower that blows can give 
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears. 

Wordsworth : Ode on Immortality. 

Falsfkood,] CCXVIII. 

No lie you can speak or act, but it will come, after a longer oi 
shorter circulation, like a bill drawn on Nature's reality, and be 
presented there for payment, — with the answer, No effects. 

Carlylb. 
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Respect fcr Antiqmiy.l CCXIX. 

It is one proof of a good education, and of true refinement of 
feeling, to respect antiquity. Mrs. Sigourhby. 

Ta/katioene*4.] (XXX. 

I fear him greatly ; 
It is the unwound and ravelled sort of man 
That the proof uses worst ; so large of lip 
Was never yet secure in spirit. Swimburmb. 

KtunvUi^,] CCXXI. 

Knowledge and timber should not be much used until they 
are seasoned. Holmbs. 

TaJh'figr l^aies.] CCXXII. 

If there *s a hole in a' your coats, 

I rede ye tent it ; 
A chiel 's amang ye takin notes, 

And faith he '11 prent it Burms. 

A GuUiy Cotucume.l CCXXIII. 

There b no den in the wide world to hide a rogue. Commit 
a cnme, and the earth is made of glass. Commit a crime, and it 
seems as if a coat of snow fell on 3ie ground, such as reveals in 
the woods the track of every partridge and fox and squirrel and 
mole. Emkrsom. 

Woman.^ CCXXIV. 

A creature not too bright nor good 
For human nature's daily food, 
For transient sorrows, simple wiles, 
Praise, blame, love, kisses, tears, and smiles. 



A perfect woman, nobly planned 
To warn, to comfort, and command; 
And yet a spirit still, and bright 
With something of an angel light. 

Wordsworth : She zoos a Phantom^ etc. 

The Wise Man.] CCXXV. 

Go where he will, the wise man is at home ; 
His hearth the earth, his hall the azure dome; 
Where his clear spirit leads him, there's his road. 
By God's own light illumined and foreshowed. 

Embrson. 
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CCXXYL 

He liveth long who Ureth well ! 

All other life is short and ▼ain. 
He lireth longest who can tell 

Of living most for heavenly gain. 

He liveth long who liveth well ! 

All else is being flung away ; 
He liveth longest who can tell 

Of true things truly done each day. 

Waste not thy being ; back to Ilim 

Who freely gave it, freely give; 
Else is that being but a dream — 

'T is but to be, and not to live. 

Be wise, and use thy wisdom well ; 

Who wisely speaks must live it too. 
He is the wisest who can tell 

How first he lived, then spoke the true. 

CCXXVIL 

Softly o*er the face of nature, 

With an aspect sad and strange. 
Like a passing spell of magic, 

Cometh on the wondrous change, — 
Summer breathing out her briglilness, 

Laying by her glowing charms, 
And, with hectic flush of beauty. 

Sinking into Autumn*s amis. 

Edward Bkooks : Autumn Musingt. 

CCXXVIII. 

Over and over again. 

No matter which way I turn, 
I always find in the book of life 

Some lesson that I must learn ; 
I must take my turn at the mill, 

I must grind out the golden grain, 
I must work at my task with a resolute will, 

Over and over again. 

CCXXIX. 

Think truly, and thy thought 

Shall the world's famine feed; 
Speak truly, and thy word 

Shall be a fruitful seed ; 
Live truly, and thy life 

Shall be a nublc creed. 
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F^eeajn, \ CCXXX. 

V t give, great God, to Freedom's waves to ride 
Sublime o*er conquest, avarice and pride ; 
To sweep where Pleasure decks her guilty bowers, 
And dark Oppression builds her thick-ribbed towers. 

WoRoswoins. 
speak GeMify.1 CCXXXI. 

Speak gently ! it is better far 

To rule by love than fear ; 
Speak gently ! let not harsh words mar 

The good we might do here. 

Speak gently I Love doth whisper low 

The vows that true hearts bind; 
And gently Friendship's accents flow ; 

Afifection's voice is kind. 



Speak gently 1 *t is a little thing 
Dropped in the heart's deep well ; 

The good, the joy, which it may bring, 

Eternity shall tell. g. W. Hamgvoiu». 

ImPerukabU.] CCXXXII. 

The cruel and the bitter word 

That wounded as it fell, 
The chilling want of sympathy 

We feel, but never tell. 
The hard repulse that chills the heart 

Whose hopes were bounding high, 
In an unfading record kept, — 

These things shall never die. 

Let nothing pass ; for every hand 

Must find some work to do ; 
Lose not a chance to waken love ; 

Be firm and just and true. 
So shall a light that cannot fade 

Beam on thee from on high. 
And angel voices say to thee, 

" These things shall never die." 

From ^^Alltk4 Year Round," 
f^tUm%\ CCXXXIII. 

Our little S3rstems have their day ; 

They have their day and cease to be ; 

They are but broken lights of thee, 
And thou, O lord, art more than they, 

Tsmnrsoir : In Mem^rtam. 
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fr^mam,] CCXXXIV. 

Be a woman I on to duty ! 

Raise the world from all that 's low; 
Place high in the social heaven 

Virtue's fair and radiant bow; 
Lend thy influence to each efibrt 

That shall raise our nature human ; 
Be not fashion's gilded lady, — 

Be a brave, whole-souled, true woman ! 

Edward Brooks: Be a Woman, 

A Bafy.} CCXXXV. 

Have you not heard the poets tell 
How came the dainty Babie Bell 

Into this world of ours ? 
The gates of heaven were left ajar ; 
With folded hands and dreamy eyes, 
Wandering out of Paradise, 
She saw this planet, like a star, 

Hung in the glistening depths of even, 
Its bridges running to and fro. 
O'er which the white-winged angels go. 

Bearing the holy dead to heaven ; 
She touched a bridge of flowers — ^those feet, 
So light they did not bend the bells 
Of the celestial asphodels I 

They fell like dew upon the flowers ; 
Then all the air grew strangely sweet; 
And thus came dainty Babie Bell 
Into this world of ours. 

T. B. Alorich : BiMe BelL 

October.^ CCXXXVI. 

Ay, thou art welcome, heaven's delicious breath. 
When woods begin to wear the crimson leaf. 
And suns grow meek, and the meek suns grow brief, 

And the year smiles as it draws near its death. 

Wind of the sunny South I oh, still delay 
In the gay woods and in the golden air. 
Like to a good old age released from care, 

Tourneying, in long serenity away. 

In such a bright, late quiet, would that I 

Might wear out life like thee, mid bowers and brooks, 
And, dearer yet, the sunshine of kind looks. 

And music of kind voices ever nigh ; 

And when my last sand twinkled in the glass, 
Pass silently from men, as thou dost pass. 

Brtamt : A Sennet 
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Nature* Injhunc*.^ CCXXXVII. 

One impulse from a vernal wood 

May teach you more of man, 
Of moral evil and of good, 

Then all the sages can. 

Wordsworth : Tablet Turned. 

Wmierr CCXXXVIII. 

SNOW-FLAKES. 

Out of the bosom of the air, 

Out of the cloud-folds of her garments shaken, 
Over the woodlands brown and bare. 
Over the harvest-fields forsaken, 
Silent and soft and slow 
Descends the snow. 

Even as our cloudy fancies take 

Suddenly shape in some divine expression^ 
Even as the troubled heart doth make 
In the white countenance confession, 
The troubled sky reveals 
The grief it feels. 

This is the poem of the air. 

Slowly in silent syllables recorded ! 
This is Uie secret of despair. 

Long in its cloudy bosom hoarded. 
Now whispered and revealed 
To wood and field. Longfbllow. 

Wisdom.-] CCXXXIX. 

If Wisdom's ways you *d wisely seek. 

Five things observe with care ; 
Of whom you speak, to whom you speak^ 
And how, and when, and where* 

Union^l CCXL. 

North and South, we are met as brothers ; 
East and West we are wedded as one ; 
Right of each shall secure our mother's ; 
Child of each is her faithful son ! 
We give thee heart and hand. 
Our glorious native land, 
For battle has tried thee, and time endears ; 
We will write thy story. 
And keep thy glory 
As pure as of old for a Thousand Years ! 

Bayard Taylor: Sang^iSi^ 
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Krt,} ccxu. 

Sow truth, if thou the truth would*st reap ; 

Who sows the false shall reap the vain ; 
Erect and sound thy conscience keep ; 

From hollow words and deeds refrain. 

Sow love, and taste its fruitage pure ; 

Sow peace, and reap its harvest bright; 
Sow sunbeams on the rock and moor. 

And find the harvest-home of light. 

Dawn,] CCXLII. 

[We give the following extract, though it is long, because we regard it as 
one of the most sublime passages ever penned by the hand of man.] 

As we proceeded, the timid approach of twilight became more 
perceptible ; the intense blue of the sky began to soften ; the 
smaller stars, like little children, went first to rest; the sister beams 
of the Pleiades soon melted together : but the bright constellations 
of the west and north remained unchanged. Steadily the won- 
drous transfiguration went on. Hands of angels hidden from mor- 
tal eyes shifted the scenery of the heavens ; the glories of night 
dissolved into the glories of the dawn. The blue sky now turned 
more softly gray ; the great watch-stars shut up their holy eyes ; 
the east began to kindle. Faint streaks of purple soon blushed 
along the sky ; the whole celestial concave was filled with the 
inflowing tides of the morning light, which came pouring down 
from above in one great ocean of radiance ; till at length, as we 
leached the Blue Hills, a flash of purple fire blazed out from above 
the horizon, and turned the dewy tear-drops of flower and leaf 
into rubies and diamonds. In a few seconds the everlasting gates 
of the morning were thrown wide open, and the lord of day, 
arrayed in glories too severe for the gaze of man, began his state. 

EVBUCTT. 

A River.'] CCXLIII. 

That fairy music I never hear. 
Nor gaze on those waters so green and clear. 
And mark them winding away from sight, 
Darkened with shade or flashing with light, 
While o*er them the vine to its thicket clings 
And the zephyr stoops to freshen his wings, 
But I wish that fate had left me free 
To wander these quiet haunts with thee. 
Till the eating cares of earth should depart, 
And the peace of the scene pass into my heart ; 
And I envy thy stream, as it gRdes along 
Through its beautiful banks, in a trance of song. 

Bryant : Green River 
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Crffwing Old.] CCXLIV. 

OLD AND YOUNG. 

They soon grow old who grope for gold 
In marts where all is bought and sold ; 
"Who hire for self and on some shelf 
In darkened vaults hoard up their pelf, 
Cankered and crusted o'er with mould. 
For them their youth itself is old. 

They ne'er grow old who gather gold 
Where spring awakes and flowers unfold ; 
"Where suns arise in joyous skies, 
And fill the soul within their eyes. 
For them the immortal bards have sung; 
For them old age itself is youngr. 

Christopher Pbarsr Cranch. 

Lihiriy and Union,] CCXLV. 

When my eyes shall be turned to behold for the last time the 
sun in heaven, may I not see him shining on the broken and dis- 
honored fragments of a once glorious Union ; on states dissevered, 
discordant, belligerent; on a land rent with civil feuds, or 
drenched, it may be, in fraternal blood I Let their last feeble and 
lingering glance rather behold the gorgeous ensign of the Repub- 
lic, now known and honored throughout the earth, still full high 
advanced, its arms and trophies streaming in their original lustre, 
not a stripe erased or polluted, not a single star obscured ; bear- 
for its motto no such miserable interrogatory as, What is all this 
worth ? nor those other words of delusion and folly. Liberty first, 
and Union afterwards; but everywhere, spread all over in charac- 
ters of living light, blazing on all its ample folds, as they float over 
the sea and over the land, and in every wind under the whole 
heavens, that other sentiment, dear to every true American heart, 
— Liberty ami Union, now and forever, one and inseparable I 

WsBsmu 

1^.1 CCXLVI. 

Be what thou secmest ; live thy creed ; 

Hold up to earth the torch divine ; 
Be what thou prayest to be made ; 

Let the great Master's steps be thine. 

Fill up each hour with what will last; 

Buy up the moments as they go ; 
The life above, when this is past, 

Is the ripe fruit of life below. 

12 
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Invesimenis.] CCXLVII. 

Charity and personal force are the only investments worth*any- 
thing. Walt Whitman : Son£^ of Prudence. 

Summer Joy^ CCXLVIII. 

Over the shoulders and slopes of the dune 

I saw the white daisies go down to the sea, 
A hast in the sunshine, a snow-drift in June, 
The people God sends us to set our hearts free. 

The bobolinks rallied them up from the dell. 
The orioles whistled them out of the wood ; 

And all of their singing was, " Earth, it is well !" 
And all of their dancing was, ** Life, thou art good !" 

Bliss Carman : A Lyric of Joy, 

Life:\ CCXLIX. 

Not what we would but what we must 

Makes up the sum of living ; 
Heaven is both more and less than just 

In taking and in giving. 
Swords cleave to hands that sought the plough, 

And laurels miss the soldier's brow. 

R. H. Stoddard: The Country Life. 

The Bright Side.^ CCL. 

I find earth not gray, but rosy. 

Heaven not grim, but fair of hue. 
Do I stoop ? I pluck a posy. 
Do I stand and stare ? All's blue. 

Robert Browning. 
Power of I^ove.] CC LI. 

Self is the only prison that can ever bind the soul ; 
Love is the only angel that can make the gates unroll ; 
And when he comes to call thee, arise and follow fast — 
His way may lie through darkness, but it leads to light at last. 

Henry Van Dyke : Amor Emancipator. 

Parting.^ CCLII. 

She went her un remembering way. 

She went and left in me 
The pang of all the partings gone 
And partings yet to be. 

She left me, marvelling why my soul 

Was sad that she was glad ; 
At all the sadness in the sweet. 

The sweetness in the sad. 

Francis Thompson : Daisy. 



MISCELLANEOUS EXTRACTS. 179 

Love of Country. '\ CCLIII. 

Long as thine Art shall love trae love, 
Long as thy Science truth shall know, 

Long as thine Eagle harms no Dove, 
Long as thy Law by law shall grow. 

Long as thy God is God above, 
Thy brother every man below, — 

So long, dear Land of all my love. 

Thy name shall shine, thy fame shall glow ! 

Sidney Lanier. 

Single Purpose !\ CCLIV. 

The man who seeks one thing in life, and but one, 

May hope to achieve it before life is done ; 

But he who seeks all things, wherever he goes, 

Only reaps from the hopes which around him he sows 

A harvest of barren regrets. 

** Owen Meredith " (Earl Lytton). 

Cheerfulness :\ CCLV. 

Then welcome each rebuff 
That turns earth's smoothness rough. 
Each sting that bids nor sit nor stand, but go ! 
Be our joys three-parts pain ! 
Strive and hold cheap the strain ; 
Learn, nor account the pang ; dare, never grudge the throe ! 

Robert Browning : Rabbi Ben Ezra. 

ThHft.\ CCLVI. 

Men do not reap in the spring, my dear, nor are granaries filled 

in May, 
Save it be with the harvest of former years, stored up for a rainy 

day. 
The seasons will keep their own true time, you can hurry nor fur- 
- row nor sod : 
It's honest labor and steadfast thrift that alone are blessed by 

God. Alfred Austin : Grandmother* s Teaching. 

Goodness.l CCLVII. 

Be p:ood, sweet maid, and let who can be clever ; 

Do lovely things, not dream them, all day long. 
And so make life and death, and that forever. 

One grand, sweet song. Charles Kxngsley. 

Pluck.^ CCLVIII. 

Be firm ! one constant element in luck 
Is genuine, solid, old Teutonic pluck ! 

O. W. Holmes. 
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Poetry of Milton. ] CCLI X. 

We often hear of the magioal influence of poetry. The expres- 
sion in general means nothing ; but applied to the writings of 
Milton, it is most appropriate. His poetry acts like an incantation. 
Its merit lies less in its obvious meaning than in its occult power. 
There would seem, at first sight, to be no more in his words than 
in other words; but they are words of enchantment: no sooner 
are they prononnced than the past is the present, and the distant 
near. New forms of beauty start at once into existence ; and all 
the burial places of the memory give up their dead. 

Macaulat. 

Omiisions.'\ CCLX. 

It isn*t the thing you do, dear, 

It's the thing you've left undone, 
Which gives you a bit of heartache 

At the setting of the sun. 
The tender word forgotten. 

The lelter you did not write, 
The flower you might have sent, dear, 

Are your haunting ghosts, to-night. 

Mrs. Margaret E. Sangstbr: The Sin of Omission^ 

Failure.^ CCLXI. 

In the lexicon of youth, which fate reserves 

For a bright manhood, there is no such word as fail. 

Loud Lvtton. 

Moral Stren£ih.] CCLXII. 

Dost deem him weak who owns his strength is tried ? 

Nay, we may safest lean on him that grieves; 
The pine has immemorially sighed, 

The enduring poplars are the trembling leaves. 

To feel and bow the head is not to fear. 

To cheat with jest — ^that is the coward's art. 

Beware the laugh that battles back the tear ; 
lie's false to all that's traitor to the heart. 

John Vance Cheney : 7^e Strong. 

The FuturelLife.] CCLXII I . 

We know not what we shall be, but are sure 

The spark once kindled by the eternal breath 
Goes not out quite, but somewhere doth endure 
In that strange life we blindly christen death. 
Somewhere he is, but where we cannot tell. 
But wheresoe'er God hides him, it is well. 

Sir Lewis Morris. 
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Tears.-\ CCLXIV. 

Tears ! tears ! tears ! 

In the night, in solitude, tears, 

On the white shore dripping, dripping, suck'd in by the sand. 

Tears, not a star shining, all dark and desolate, 

Moist tears from the eyes of a muffled head ; 

O who is that ghost ? that form in the dark with tears ? 

What shapeless lump is that, bent, crouch'd there on the sand ? 

Streaming tears, sobbing tears, throes, choked with wild cries ; 

O storm, embodied, rising, careering with swift steps along the 

beach ! 
O wild and dismal night storm, with wind — O belching and des- 
perate ! 
O shade so sedate and decorous by day, with calm countenance 

and regulated pace. 
But away at night as you fly, none looking — O then the unloos- 

en'd ocean, 
Of tears ! tears ! tears. Walt Whitman. 

Press On.] CCLXV. 

'T is the part of a coward to brood 

O'er the past that is withered and dead ; 
What though the heart's roses are ashes and dust? 

What though the heart's music be fled ? 
Still shine the grand heavens o'erhead. 
Whence the voice of an angel thrills clear in the soul, 
" Gird about thee thine armor, press on to the goal !'* 

Paul H. Haynb: Lyric of Action. 

Thrift?^ CCLXVI. 

Thrift of time will repay you in after life with a usury of profit 
beyond your most sanguine dreams. W. E. Gladstonb. 

Fmuer.] CCLXVII. 

Self- reverence, self-knowledge, self-control — 
These three alone lead life to sovereign power. 

Tennyson : QLnone. 

Youth FUeting.] CCLXVIII. 

In youth there comes a west wind 

Blowing our bloom away, — 
A chilly breath of autumn 

Out of the lips of May. 
We bear the ripe fruit after, — 

Ah me ! for the thought of pain !— 
We know the sweetness and beauty 

And the heart-bloom never again. 

W. D. HowBLLs: Pieasurt'Pain, 



SUPPLEMENT. 



ASSUMED NAMES OF AUTHORS* 

[E, after a name denotes English, and Fr., French. Names not indicated 
are American. I'he dagger (f) denotes dead. The assumed names are ar- 
ranged in alphabetical order, the last part of the name, when possible, being 
placed first.] 

Adder, Max — Charles Ileber Clark. 

Alice, Cou.sin — Alice B. (Neal) Haven. 

Ameliaf — Mrs. Amelia B. (Coppuck) Welby. 

Anstey, F. — Thomas Anstey Guthrie. £. 

Bell— Actonf, Anne Bront6; Currerf, Charlotte Bronte ; EUisf, 

Emily Bront6. E, 
Benson, Carlf— Charles Astor Bristed. 
Bentzon, Th. — Madame Blanc. Fr. 

Biglow, ilosea — ^James Russell Lowell (in " Biglow Papers "). 
Billings, Joshf — Henry W. Shaw. 
«♦ Bon Gaultier "— Sir Theodore Martin. JS, 
Breitmann, Hans — Charles G. Leland. 
Brown, Dunn — Rev. Samuel Fiske. 
Brown, Tomf — Thomas Hughes. JS, 
Carleton — Charles Carleton Coffin. 
Carroll, Lewis— W. L. Dodgson. E, 
Contributor, A Fat — A. Miner Griswold. 
Conway, Hugh — W. J. Fargus. 
Coolidge, Susan — Miss S. E. Woolsey. 
Corelli, Marie — Miss Minnie Mackay. 
Cornwall, Barryf — Bryan Waller Proctor. E. 
Crayon, Porte- Gen. D. P. Strother (Artist). 
Dare, Shirley — Mrs. Susan (Dunning) Powers. 
Dow, Jun. — Elbridge G. Page. 
Downing, Major Jackf — Seba Smith. 
Droch — Robert Bridges. 
Eliaf — Charles Lamb. E. 
Eliot, Georgef — (Miss M. C. Evans, Mrs. Lewes) Mrs. Cross. E. 

* This list of pseudonyms, or pen-names, of authors comprises only a few 
out of several thousand — such as are most frequently met with in reading. 
Only reputable authors are here noticed. 



ASSUMED NAMES, 183 

Fern, Fannyf — (Miss Willis, Mrs. Eldredge) Mrs. James Parton. 

Forrester, Fannyf — Mrs. Emily (Chubbuck) Judson. 

Forrester, Frankf — Henry William Herbert. 

Gath (also Laertes) — George Alfred Townsend. 

Glyndon, Howard — Mrs. Laura C. (Redden) Searing. 

Grand, Sarah — Mrs. Chambers McFall. E. 

Gray, Maxwell — Miss Mary E. Tuttiett. E. 

Greenwood, Grace — Mrs. Sara J. Lippincott. 

Greville, Henri — Alice Marie Celeste Henry Durand. Fr, 

Gyp — Comtesse de M artel. Fr. 

Hamilton, Gailf — Miss Mary Abigail Dodge. 

Harland, Marion — Mrs. Mary V. (Hawes) Terhune. 

Historicus — W. C. Vernon- Harcourt. E. 

Hobbes, John Oliver — Mrs. Pearl Craigie. E. 

Hope, Anthony — Anthony Hope Hawkins. E, 

Howard, Daisy — Myra Daisy McCrum. 

Ingoldsby, Thomasf — Richard Harris Barham.*^.^. 

June, Jennie — Mrs. Jennie C. Croly. 

Kerr, Orpheus C. (office-seeker) — R. H. Newell. 

Kirke, Edmund — J. R. Gilmore. 

Lothrop, Amy — Miss Anna Warner. 

Lyall, Edna — Miss Ada Ellen Bayley. E. 

Maarten, Maartens — J. M.W. Van der Poorten- Schwartz. (Dutch.) 

Maclaren, Ian — Rev. John Watson. E* 

Marlilt, E. — Fraulein John. (German.) 

Marvel, Ik— Donald G. Mitchell. 

McArone — George Arnold. 

Meredith, Owen — Lord E. R. Bulwer Lytton (son of the great 

novelist). E. 
Miihlbach, Louisaf — Mrs. Clara Mundt. (German.) 
Nasby, Petroleum V.f — David Ross Locke. 
News Man, Danburyf — J. M. Bailey. 
North, Christopher! — Prof. John Wilson. (Scotch.) 
Optic, Olivert— Mr. W. T. Adams. 
O'Reilly, Milesf^Col. C. G. Halpine. 
O'Rell, Max— M. Paul Blouet. 
Ouida — Louise de la Ram^. E, 
Pansy — Mrs. G. R. Alden. 
Parley, Peter|- — S. G. Goodrich. 



i84 ^ ASSUMED NAMES. 

Parson, Country — Rev. A. K. H. Boyd. E, 
Partington, Mrs. — Mr. B. P. Shillaber. 
Paul, John— Mr. C. H. Webb. 
Percy, Florence — Mrs. Elizabeth Akers Allen. 
Perkins, Eli — Melville D. Landon. 
Perley — Ben Perley Poore. (Also " Raconteur.**) 
Prout, Fatherf — Rev. Francis Mahony. (Irish.) 
Reid, Christian — Miss Frances C. Fisher. 
Sand,Georgef — Madame Amantine (Dupin) Dudevant. {Fr,) 
Shepherd, The Ettrickf — ^James Ho^. (Scotch.) 
Thanet, Octave — Miss Alice French. 
Thomas, Miss Annie — Mrs. Pender Cudlip. E, 
Titcomb, Timothyf— Dr. J. G. Holland. 
Twain, Mark — Samuel L. Clemens. 
Ward, Artemusf — Charles F. Browne. 
Warringtonf — W. S. Robinson. 

Wetherell, Elizabeth — Miss Susan Warner (author of Widg^ 
Wide World), 

Changed Names and Initials. 

Miss Mulock — Mrs. Craikf [E^ ; Miss Augusta J. Evans — Mrs. 
Wilson; Miss Harriet Prescott — Mrs. H. P. Spofford; Olive Logan 
— Mrs. Wirt Sikes; Margaret Fullerf — Marchioness d'Ossoli; 
Fanny Burneyf — Countess D'Arblay i^E.) ; H. H. — Mrs. Helen 
Hunt Jackson; Miss Mary Ann (or Marian) C. Evansf — Mrs. 
Lewes,* Mrs. Cross {E.)\ Miss M. E. Braddon — Mrs. Maxwell 
(-£".); M. E. W. S. — Mrs. Margaret Elizabeth Wilson Sherwood; 
Miss Caroline A. Bowlesf — Mrs. Robert Southey (-£".); A. L. O. E. 
(A Lady of England) — Miss Charlotte Tucker; Elizabeth Stuart 
Phelps — Mrs. Ward ; Anna Katharine Green — Mrs. Rohlfs ; Kate 
Douglas Wiggin— Mrs. Riggs; " Q"— A. T. Quiller-Couch {E.) ; 
Alexander, Mre. — Mrs. A. F. Hector (^.). 

Authors of Anonymous Works. 

** Schonberg Cotta Family" Series — Mrs. Elizabeth Rundle 
Charles {E.)\ " Rutledge " — Mrs. Miriam (Cole) Harris; "Guy 
Livingstone" — Geo. Alfred Lawrence; "The Lamplighter" — 
Miss M. S. Cummings ; " Saxe Holm " Stories — attributed to 
" H. H. ;" and several others, the latest being Miss Rush Ellis 
(Book News), 



INDEX. 



Adam.. Henry ij, 

AddiVHiiJcHeph 13 

JUuiii, Luuii I, R Ill 

Acc-i^Chaucer, 10; of Ciilon, 
II ; Eliubethnn, 19 : of Millon, 
IT : of Ksioiaiioii, >o ; ofQucn 
Anne, 11; of Johiuon. a;: of 

nlat, 71; KeToludonary. jj; 

Naliotui. B4. 

Alcott, Loubu M iiS 

Aldrieh, T. B. m 

Alison, Sir Archibald 61 

AlliSioe^'s'Aiisi'hi .'.'.'.'.'.'. 117 

AILilDn, WiuliliiEtan »J 

AiB«, M« Mary Clemmer. . . iiB 
A.iilrcws, H=;.j.lmnE 134 

Arthur; 'J'. S. ,',!!!.' i !! i 1*8 
A^chvm^ Kwflcr ...'.*'-' 17 

Ai5u™n,jS^»BM: '.'.'.'. '.'ti 

AuEIBi.Jane 44 

AlUljs, Alfied 6; 

'■AHriiui""Btolh<!r"' (Patrick Y. '^' 

M-llany) >36 

B. 

Rncon,SlrFrancl> n 

llailry, Jainra M. ("Danbury 

BiiUHc, JoBon. 3, 

Boncroft, GoorBS 107 

Barhauld, Mn. Anna Lclllia . . 4s 

Bartl'e, Jama M. '.'.'.'.'.'.'. '. "% 

JIniTow, Dr. luac ,q 

llaiur, I>r. Richard 10 

l!Bvlcy,A(laKllcn(-F.<lr>nLyi>H") fi 
Beaconificld, Eail of (Disraeli) . «i 

Beatdc, Janci » 

Beaumont and Fletcher iS 

Beechet, Rev. Henry Winl . , . ,aa 



Bellamy, Mis. E. W itt 

Bern ham, Jeremy 144 

■■Bmi';n''j«h'"shawj '.'.'.'. i,l 
Blaelt, Wilfiam ......... 6j 

Bnivlea,'R=», Wm! LiiW '.'.'.'. 19 

Boyeion. H. H 131 

liradslrat, Mn.. Ann 77 

-'Bceitmann, Hans-'(l^aiul) . lai 

Brewsier, alw Uavid <i 

UmniE, Charlone , 6a 

Brougham PLord"" '.'.'.'.'.'.'. ts 

Bmw"; Charles B^Wen; ', '. 1 'gj 
Browne._ Chaj. f. {"Attemiu 

Browne, Sir' Thoiiai ', '. ', '. '. ','19 

llrownlng. Mr<. E. U 4S 

llrovminE, Koben 49 

Brownjon, Ur.Oraioi A., . . . lao 

Bryant, Wil Ham (Jullen 85 

Bt<=. John 71 

ttuchnnan.KDbert 5] 

iJuckle, Kenry 'I'lionu gi 

Bnlwer-Lytton, Ruben (" Own 

Meredilh") ja . 

Bulwer.Lylton,SirE. C 57 

Bunvan, J^hn t§ 

Burdaie. Robert J 136 

llurke. Edinun.1 31 

B»meli, Mrt. France! Hodston 13a 

Burns, kobert ,^\ . « 

Bnj™.^.John .jj 

Byron; Lord .'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 34 
C. 

Cable, George W. . ....... 1^8 

CaincT. H, Hall 69 

Campbell. l-hoDiu ?; 

Cnileun, Will 116 

Carlyle, Thomas 6a 

Canr.Al'iceandPhoebe, . . .97,98 
Calherwood, Mary H. . , , . , 133 
C»I0D, William la 



186 



INDEX. 



Chalmers, Dr. Thomas 45 

Channing, Wm. Ellcry 83 

Chapman, George 17 

Chattcrton, Tiiumas 29 

Chaucer, Geoffrey 10 

(.'heney, John Vance 127 

Chesebro, Caroline 118 

Child, Mrs. Lydia Maria . . . .117 
Clarendon, Earl of (Hyde) ... 19 
Clemens, S. L. ("Mark Twain") 115 

Clemmer, Mary (Ames) 118 

Clough, Arthur Hugh 53 

Coleridge, S. T 42 

Collins, Wilkie 62 

Collins, William 24 

Cooke, John Elsten 117 

Cooke, Rose Terry 117 

Cooper, James Fenimore .... 108 
"Corelli, Marie" (Mackay) . . . 71 
" Cornwall, Barry (Proctor) . . 39 

Coverdale, Miles 12 

Cowley, Abraham 19 

Cowpcr, William 28 

Crabbe, Rev. George 39 

•• Craddock, Chas. Egbert " (Mur- 

free) 130 

Craigie, Mrs. Pearl ('* John Oliver 

Hobbes") 71 

Craik, Mrs. Dinah M 62 

Cranch, Christopher P 126 

Crashaw, Richard 19 

Crawford, F. Marion 128 

Crockett, Rev. S. R 70 

Curtis, George William . , , X20, 136 

D. 

Dana, Richard H 105 

*' Danbury News Man" (Bailey) 121 

Daniel, Simuel 16 

Darwin, Charles 59 

Davidson, John 65 

l^avis, Rebecca Harding , , . .119 
Davis, Richard Harding .... 133 

Defoe, Daniel 24 

Deland, Margaret 132 

De Quincey, Thomas 43 

Derby, Earl of (Stanley) .... 63 

Dickens, Charles 55 

Disraeli, Benjamin (Earl of Bea- 

consfield) 6i 

Dobell, Sydney 53 

Dobson, Austin 65 

Doddridge, Dr. Philip 24 

Dodge, Mary Abigail ("Gail 

Hamilton") 120 

Dorr, Julia C. R 132 

D'Ossoli, Margaret Fuller .... 120 

Dowden, Edward 74 

Doyle, Dr. Arthur Conan .... 70 

Drake, Joseph Rodman 78 

Draper, Dr. John W Z19 



Drayton, Michael 16 

Dryden, John ao 

Du Maurier, George 71 

Duyckinck Brothers 120 

Dwight, Timothy 83 

E. 

Edgeworth, Maria 44 

Edwards, Amelia B 71 

Edwards, Rev. Jonathan .... 76 

Eggleston, Edward xi8, 134 

"Eliot George" (Lewes) .... 58 

Eliot, John 77 

Emerson, Ralph Waldo xza 

Evans, Augusta (Wilson) .... zz8 

Evelyn, John 2Z 

Everett, Alexander H zxy 

Everett, Edward zzo 

Extracts, Miscellaneous Z37 

F. 

Faber, Rev. Frederick W. • ^ . 5a 

Fawcett, Edgar • • . zay 

" Fern, Fanny " (Parton) .... xao 

Field, Eugene za3 

Fielding, Henry 3a 

P'iske, John Z33 

Fletcher and Beaumont z6 

Ford, John xj 

"Forrester, Fanny" (Judson) . Z17 

Forster, John . 6z 

Francis, Sir Philip ("Junius") . 

Franklin, Benjamin . 

Frederic, Harold Z3a 

Freeman, Edward A 7a 

French, Alice ("Octave Thanet") Z3a 

Freneau, Philip 79 

Froude, James Anthony .... 55 

Fuller, Henry B . , Z32 

Fuller, Margsirct (Ossoli) .... xao 
Fuller, Thomas Z9 

G. 

Gait, John 44 

Gardiner, Samuel 7a 

Garland, Hamlin Z3Z 

Gay, John 24 

(libbon, Edward 3a 

Gifford, William 44 

Gilder, Richard W X26 

Gladstone, Rt. Hon. W, E. . . . 63 

Godwin, William 44 

Goldsmith, Oliver 25 

Goodwin, Mrs. M.W 133 

(iosse, Edmund W 73 

Gower, John xx 

"Grand, Sarah" (McFall) ... 71 
" Gray. Maxwell " (Tuttiett) . . 71 

Gray, Thomas 26 

Greeley, Horace 1x7 

Green, Mrs. Anna Katherine . . Z3a 



H^ll 



,, Hsni 



y Hop< ( ' An- 



■^H^IIJ^'Mjj.CJjil'' {Dodge). . .1 

II irdy, Arthur S. ...'.'.'.'. '.i 
Hanfy. ThomM 

"HirUnd, Msrion" (Tcrhiuic) . ] 

HaiTH, Joel Chandler i 

KBrrlKM, Mm »"""- ' 

Harte.-f . Brel 

Ihony flope ") . 

Hawihorne, ridian 

Hawlhutni, Nuhanid i< 

Hay.John .; 

Hayne, Puiil H ic 

Hailiu, Willium 

Htbtr, Bishop 

Hdpi, Arthur I 

Kenani.Mn. Ftlidi : 

Hwben; George , 

Htnick, TLtlnax i 

"H.H.''(JiidksDn) i: 

Higrinion. Thomas W i; 

Hil?reih. Rkhard ii 

■■Hdbbajohi. Olivet" (Crargie) ; 

Hobbet, Thoniaj i 

HoUanJ, Dr, J. G. ("Timolhy 



Hopkli 



I, ThoDU 

.ti. Rich) 
on Fr 



■■ (Ha. 



Howird. Henry (FJirlof Sum 
Horn, Mn. Julia Waid . . . . 

Mowell,, Wifliam D 

Hugha. Tbamju 

Hume, David 

&'^!^""" 



■d{&Tl 



Ingelo. lean . 
Irving, Waihlnj 



am=s, G. P. R. , . 

' Qinc^on, Mt», Ann:i' 
ctTenan, Thomu . 
" cfTrey, Lord . . . . 



:eal.,Iohn . 
Leblejohn . 



r, Orpheiu C." (Newell) . 



KiplinK, kudyard 

Knawiu. Jamej Sheridan . 
Kraulh, Ut, Chai^et p. . . 



nb, CharieiC;Elia'-) , . . 
"(ion,"Lel"i "£ (HcL«n) * 



Lclanil, Chiis.G.*(-''liuii'Br^i 



, M«. Sara ("Grai 



Lublmck, sir John )4 

"LviiQ, Edoa"{Bayley) .... V 

Lyell.SirCharlM (a 

I.yllon, Lord E. G. (Bulwer) . . 57 
■ Lyiion, Roberl, Earl of (■■ 0*en 

Meredilh") s» 



INDEX. 

Mullan^, Patrick P. ("Brotfaer 



Mable, Hamilton t 
Macaulay.T. B, , 
Jijacdoiiald. Georp 



Uacklnuah, Sir Jamet . . . 
■■Mad.™. lan^' (R», . 



rs["5 



McCosh.Br. , 
McFall.Mra. 

Grand") 

McMatler. iofan Buck 134 

ModiHin, James li 

Magruder. Julia 133 

tljiEan, Capl. A. 1' 134 

Mandeuilli, Join " 

Mann. Honce iig 

Marlowe, Christopher i« 

MirryalC, Capl 44 

M.rsh, George P 119 

Marshall, Oiicrjiiilice ..... S3 
"Marvel, Ik" (Milchell) . . . . ijo 

Mutineer, Philip 1« 

Mather, Cotton J« 



M:>lth<;wt. Brander . . 
McTEdiih, George. . . 
"Meredith. Owen"(L 
Meriiale, Ket. Charlei 
Mill, John Stuart . . . 
Millor.C. H. ("Joaqiii 

MiiiSn, hV'. ; ; '. '. 



d,MaiyRm>el 



Morrii, Ceorcc 
Monls, Sir Le 
MotH*. Williai 
Motley, John t 



Mulock, Dinah M. (Mrs. Ciaik) b 
Murfrce, Mary N . (" Chas. Egbert 
Craddock") 13 



^lopher (Wilson) . . 4 
W.C-BillNye"). .13 



Jssc 
Ful 

Ir 

[■an 
Fe 

■Pm 

?i 

Pial 
?}« 


llyljohii Boyle. .'* '.'. Iia 
, Marchlone^ {Margaret 


P. 

Thomas Nelson i 

, Robert Treat 

MnrPrancfs" .'.'.'.'.'■ '.J 

liMton, Mrs." (Shillaber) .1 

nj Mra, James' ("Faiiny 


,Wdn.rH 

"'johr-^c^^ebh) :::::» 


val,jBme!G >° 

e-tt".;::::::l. 
Si.'?i~(L.*.'.i):;'° 
f EL'S'-' ■:■;::;? 


jjn, Margaret J t 

'r:1l!^wl''("&;rrVCo;nl 



Qulller-Couch, A, T. ("Q"} 



INDEX. 



189 



Read, Thomas Buchanan .... 95 

Reade, Charles 58 

Reed, Dr. Henry 120 

Reid, Thomas 33 

Repplier, Agnes 136 

Rhodes, James Ford 134 

Richardson, Samuel 32 

Ridpath, John Clark 134 

Riley, James Whitcomb . . . ". 122 

Robertson, William 32 

Rogers, Samuel 39 

Ruskin, John 60 

Russell, William C 71 

Ryan, Abram J. ("Father Ryan") 127 

S. 

Sackville, Thomas 16 

Sadlier, Mrs. M. A.. 118 

Saintsbury, George W 74 

Sangster, Mrs. Margaret E. . . . 127 

Saxe, John G. 94 

Schaflf^ Dr. Philip 119 

Schouler, James 134 

ScoUard, Clinton 127 

Scott, Sir Walter 40 

Seawell, Molly E 133 

Sedpwick, Miss C. M 117 

Shairp, John C 74 

Shakspeare, William 14 

Shaw,H. W. ("Josh Billings") . 121 
Shea, Dr. John Gilmary . . , .117 

Shelley, Percy Bysshe 35 

Sherman, Richard Brinsley ... 33 
Sherman, Frank Dempster . . . 127 
Shillaber, B P. ("Mrs. Parting- 

ton") 121 

Shirley, James 17 

Sidney, Sir Philip 17 

Sigourney, Mrs. Lydia H. . , . 120 

Simms, Wm. Gilmorc 114 

Skelton, John 12 

Smith, F Hopkinson 131 

Smith, Sydney 44 

Smollett, Tobias George 32 

Southey, Robert 41 

Southwell, Robert ,16 

Sparks, Jared 117 

Spencer, Herbert 62 

Spenser, Edmund 13 

Spofford, Harriet Prescott . . . .119 

Sprague, Charles 105 

Stannard; Mrs. ("John Strange 

Winter") 71 

Stanley, F. G S. (Earl of Derby) 63 
Stedman, Edmund Clarence . . . 100 

Steele, Sir Richard 24 

Stephen, Leslie 73 

Sterne, Lawrence 32 

Stevenson. Robert Louis .... 68 
Stewart, Dugald 44 



Stockton^ Frank R 129 

Stoddard, Elizabeth 103 

Stoddard, Richard Henry .... 103 

Storj', Judge Joseph 83 

Story, William Wetmore .... 120 
Stowe, Mrs. Harriet Beecher . . 110 

Street, Alfred B 105 

Strickland, Agnes 6t 

Stuart, Mrs. Ruth McE 133 

Stubbs, Dr. William 72 

Suckling, Sir John 19 

Sumner, Charles 119 

Surrey, Earl of (Howard) .... 12 

Swift, Jonathan 24 

Swinburne, Algernon Charles . . 50 
Symonds, John A 74 

T. 

Taylor, Bayard 96 

Taylor, Jeremy 19 

Temple, Sir William 21 

Tennyson, Alfred 46 

Terhune, Mrs. M. V. (" Marion 

Harland") ii8 

Thackeray, William Makepeace . 56 
"Thanet, Octave" (French) . .132 

Thaxter, Mrs. Celia 99 

Thirlwall, Connop 61 

Thomas, Edith M 127 

Thompson, Francis 66 

Thomson, James 24 

Thoreau, Henry D 120 

Ticknor, George X17 

Timrod, Henry 104 

"Titcomb, Timothy" (Holland) loi 

Troilope, Anthony 61 

Trowbridge, J. T ti8 

Tuttiett, Mary E. ("Maxwell 

Gray") 71 

"Twain. Mark" (Clemens). . .115 

Tyler, Moses Coit 134 

Tyndale, William la 

Tyndall, John 63 

V. 
Vaughan, Henry 2z 

W. 

Wallace, Lew , . 131 

Waller, Edmund 19 

Walpole, Horace ........ 33 

Walton, Izaak 19 

" Ward, Artemus " (Browne) . . 121 

Ward, ElizabetTi S. P 130 

Ward, Mrs. Humphrey 70 

Warner, Chas. Dudley . . . 121, 135 

Warren, Samuel 62 

Watson, Rev. John ('* Ian Mac- 

laren") 70 

Watson, William 65 

Wayland, Dr. Francis 1x9 



190 



INDEX TO EXTRACTS. 



Webb, C. H. ('* John Paul ") . . 121 

Webster, Daniel zii 

Webster, Dr. John 17 

Weyman, Stanley J 71 

Whewell, Dr. William 63 

Whipple, Edwin P 113 

White, Richard Grant 113 

Whitman, Walt 105 

Whitney, Dr. W. D. no 

Whitney, Mrs. A. D. T no 

Whitiier, John Grecnlcaf .... 88 
Wiggin, Mrs. Kate Douglas . . .132 
cox, Mrs. Ella Wheeler . . . 127 

kins. Mary E 132 

lis, N. P 105 

son, Alexander 83 

son, John (" Christopher 

North "^ 44 

Wilson, Mrs. Augusta Evans . .118 
Wiusor, Justin 134 



Wi 
Wi 
Wi 
Wi 
Wi 



"Winter, John Strange" (Sun- 

nard) 71 

Wirt, William 83 

Wither, George 19 

Witherspoon, Dr. John 83 

Wood, Mrs. Henry 6a 

Wotidworth, Samuel 79 

Woolman, John 77 

Woolson, Consunce Fenimore . . 13a 

Wordsworth, William 38 

Wyatt. Sir Thomas ., la 

Wjckliffe, John ix 

Y. 

Yates, Edmund 6« 

Yonge, Charlotte M 62 

Yoiuig, Dr. Edward 34 

Z. 

Zangwill, I ix 



INDEX TO MISCELLANEOUS EXTRACTS. 

I.— BY SUBJECTS. 
[ TJie Numbers refer to Extracts ^ and not to Pages. '\ 



Adaptation to Circumstances . . 34 

Aflfectation 121 

Age 114 

All Good Costs 29 

America z 

Apology 214 

Autumn 157,227 

Baby 235 

Barefoot Boy 163 

Beauty 33, 132, 151 

Beauty of Character 109 

lieauty of Nature 153 

Benevolence 18,80 

Bible 104 

Birds 190 

Books 100,149,172 

Brevity 38 

Bright Side 250 

Bugle Song 202 

Calumny 8 

Cares 180 

Cheerfulness 123,200,255 

.^;»vility 117,134 

Composition , . 63 

Contentment 66 

Culture 36 

Dawn 242 

Death . . 7, 48, 49, 50, 51, 101, 159, 

169,176,178 

Death for Country 57 

Death of an Infant 171 

Decay 207 

Deed and Thought 71 

Determination 20 



Devil 209 

Doing Good 175 

Doubt 108 

Duties 9 

Dying 16 

Early Death tia 

Education . . 4, 94, 98, 107, 160, i6a 

Emulation 84 

Evening 102, 133, 156, 191 

Evening Bells 174 

Example 68 

Failure 261 

Faith 110 

Falsehood 40,41,218 

Father's Tear 69 

Fear 310 

Flowers 3i>33 

Forgiveness 43 

Freedom 79,130,230 

Frost 155 

Fulfilment 19(5 

Future Life 263 

Glorious Life 177 

(Jod 86 

(lod is I/Ove 131 

God's Livery 103 

God's Iy)ve 35 

Good Heart 124 

Goodness 145, 257 

Good Time Coming 9 

Growing Old 244 

Guilty Conscience 323 

Head and Heart 76 

Heart 74 



INDEX TO EXTRACTS, 



191 



Heaven 53»'36 

Heaven and Elarth 70 

Heroism 81 

Home 3o»i92 

Honesty 105 

Hope 91,127 

Hope, Love, and Faith 64 

Hospitality 147 

Imperishable 232 

Improvement 54 

Independence 6 

Integrity 27,45 

Intellects 128 

Investments 247 

Judging 42 

Justice 44 

Kindness 52 

Knowledge 96,221 

Laughter 184 

Learning 13 

Left Behind 129 

Leisure and Laziness 28 

Liberty 78 

Liberty and Union 245 

Life . . 14, 16, 17, 55, 73, 75, 77, n6, 
it8, 158, 226, 228, 241, 246, 249 

Light from Darkness 167 

Literature 113,212 

Literary Fame 99 

Little Girl 161 

Living for God 85 

Ix>ve . . . 120, 125, 186, 205,210, 211 

Ix)ve of Country ; 253 

Ix)ve of Nature 217 

lx>veliness 144 

Lucy 61 

Man 24 

Manhood 89 

Manners 111,119 

Marriage 140 

Maternal Influence 136 

May 152 

Mercy ..:... 46 

Method 115 

Midnight 193 

Mind 72 

Misfortune 213 

Modesty 122 

Monument 90 

Moonlight 150 

Moral Courage 22 

Moral Strength 262 

Mothers 138 

Music 197, 198 

Nature's Influence 237 

New Year's 141 

Night 135, 154, 194 

October 236 

Omissions 260 

Opportunity 3 

Parting 252 



Past 179 

Patience 6^,215 

Pleasure and 'J*ears 208 

Pluck 258 

Poetry of Milton 259 

Power 267 

Power of Love 251 

Prayer and Love . . . . • ... 187 

Praying 165 

Press On 265 

Progress 83 

Remembrance 181,203 

Reputation 65 

Respect 219 

River 243 

Sadness and Consolation 19s 

Schools 10,26 

Self-improvement 19,23,25 

Self-reliance 15 

Sensibility 183 

Sentiment and Science 83 

Serenade 62 

Simplicity 92 

Single Purpose 254 

Slander and Anger 188 

Sleep 20I 

Social Evils 189 

Sorrows 58 

Speak Gently 231 

Spiritual Influence 173 

Spring 148, 185 

Success 87 

Summer Joy 248 

Sunset 67 

Sympathy 183 

Systems 233 

laking Notes 222 

Talkativeness 220 

Teaching 11, is 

Tears 264 

Tears and Laughter 164 

Thought 97 

Thought and Action 59 

Thrift 356,266 

Tribulation 56 

Trust in God 95 

Tnith 8, 88, 106, 329 

Tnithfulness 21 

Union 240 

Union and Liberty 299,245 

Unkindness 206 

Virtue , 5 

Winter 238 

Wisdom 239 

Wise Man 225 

Wit 170 

Woman . . 1:^7, 142, 143, 146, 224, 334 

Woman and Man 139 

Words 37.39 

Worth 47,304 

Youth Fleeting 268 



192 



INDEX TO EXTRACTS. 



II.— BY AUTHORS. 



Aldrich, T. 1? 235 

Alcott, Louisa M 11 1 

Austin, Alfred 256 

Bailey, P.J 17 

Bancroft, Georee 132,151 

Beecher, H. W. 164 

Berkeley liishop i 

Bourdillon, F. W 205 

Braddon, Miss 125 

Brooks, Edward . . 82, 96, 227, 234 

Browning, Mrs. E. B 146 

Browning, Robert . . . 33,250,255 
Bryant, W. C. . H2, 157, 2ofi, 236, 243 
Buiwer-Lytton, Sir E. G. . . 53, 65, 

109, 124, 172, 261 

Burke, Edmund 107 

Burns, Robert 9,213,222 

Byles, Rev. Mather 133 

Byron, Lord .... 39, 48, 200, 210 
Campbell, Thomas . 91, 114, 163, 191 
Carlylc . 47. 72, 149, 167, 184, 212, 218 

Carman, Bliss 248 

Cary, Alice ... 27, 42, 67, 123, 131, 

J 80, 204 

Cheney, John Vance 262 

Child, Mrs. L. M 18,32,74 

Coleridge, S. T 187,188 

Collins, William 57 

Cowper, William 182 

Cranch, C. P 244 

Crashaw, Richard 165 

Davidson, John 62 

Dickens, Charles 138 

Douglass, Frederick 86 

Emerson . . 76, 136, 147, 153, 223, 225 

Everett, Edward 242 

Franklin, Benjamin ... 4, 28, 49, 51 

Gladstone, W. E 264 

Goldsm'.th, Oliver 122,127 

Griffin, Gerald 35 

Hall, Robert 119 

Hangford, G. W 231 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel 90 

Hayne, Paul H 265 

Hemans, Mrs. Felicia 159 

Herbert, George 21 

Holland, T. G 23 

Holmes, O. W. . i6, 41, 54, 55, 64, 128, 
199, 207, 214, 221, 258 

Hood, Thomas 176 

Howells, W. D 268 

Hume, David 34 

Johnson, Dr. Samuel 134 

Kingsley, Charles 257 

Lamb, Charles 175,209 

Landor, W. S 14 

Lanier, Sidney 253 

Longfellow, 25,71. 77,92, 101, n6, 118, 
161, 169, 173, 178, 183, 190, 195, 238 



Lowell, 79, 87, 97. 99. >03, 106, 155,211 

Lytton, Karl 254 

Macaulay, T. B 259 

Mann, Horace .... 10, 26, 59, 121 

-Meredith, Owen" .254 

Miller, Joaquin 206 

Milton, John ... 5, 88, 100, 130, 156 

Mitchell, D. G . 70 

Montague, Mary W 117 

Moore, Thomas 126,174 

More, Hannah 115 

Morris, George P 104 

Morris, Sir I^wis 263 

Newton, Sir Isaac 2 

0'Reilly,JohnB. . 52 

I'arker, Theodore 24, 44 

Parry, M. F 7 

Prentice; George D 193 

Preston, Margaret J . 129 

Proctor, Adelaide . . . .37,85,120 
Kuskin, John . ...... .63,98 

Ryan, Father 166 

Sangster, Mrs. M. E 260 

Saxe, John G 143,201 

Scott, Sir Walter . . . . 69,137,177 
Shakspeare . 3, 15, 45, 46, 73, 150, 198 

Shelley, Percy B 135, 197 

Sheridan, R. B 170 

Sigourncy, Mrs. . 30,162,171,216,219 

Smith, Horace 31 

Southey, Robert 38 

Southwell, Robert 66 

Stedman, E. C 50 

Sterne Lawrence 43 

Stoddard, R. H 249 

Sumner, Charles 78 

Swift. Jonathan 140 

Swinburne, A. C 215,220 

Taylor, Bayard 29, 196, 240 

Tennyson, Alfred . . 19, 40, 83, 108, 
139, 168, 179, 185, 202, 233, 267 

Thompson, Francis . 252 

Thomson. James .... 11,144,148 

Thoreau, H. D. . ; 68 

Trowbridge, J. T 60 

Van Dyke Henry 251 

Washington, George 8 

Webster, Daniel 12,245 

Welby, Amelia B 154 

Westlake, J. Willis . .13, 20, 22, 36, 
58, 75. 80, 84, 94, 141, 142, 145 

; Whately, Richard 105 

Whitman, Walt 247,264 

Whittier, John G. . 95, X14, 163, 191 

Willis, N. P 152,186 

Willmott 113 

Wordsworth, William . . .6,61,217, 

224, 230, 237 
Young, Dr. £ldward 194 



\ 



Publicitions of CHRISTOPHER SOWER COMPANY, Philadelphia. 

THE 

Normal Educational Series 

OF 

School and College Text-Books. 



" Every child th&t conies into the world has a rij^ht to an education." 
" The dearest interest of a nation is the education of its children." 



The art of Teaching, as well as all other arts, is making very rapid progress in 
this very progressive age. The remarkable growth of Normal Schools, organized 
to instruct in the best methods of teaching, and employing as professors the most 
able and advanced educators in the country, has given an immense impetus to the 
advancement of this most honorable and useful of professions, and almost revolu- 
tionized the whole art of teaching. These great changes create a necessity for 
luct-books adapted to them, and the publishers of the above series have taken 
great pains to meet this necessity. By the aid of their improved text-books, the 
work of theschod-room« instead of being a drudgery, becomes pleasant to teachers 
and pupils, and they as well as psurents are delighted with the rapid progress made. 



Beitzel's Primary Word-Builder. 
Beitzel's Advanced Word-Builder. 

Two consecutive, logical, systematic, well-graded spelling-books. 



Welsh's First Lessons in English. 
Welsh's Practical English Grammar. 

BY JUDSON PERRY WELSH, A.M., Ph.D., 

PRINCIPAL OP BLOOMSBURG, PA., STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 
These books strike the happy mean between " Language Lessons " and Technical Gram- 
mar. They treat the English Language as a living, growing vehicle of expression, and 
are in line with the most modern methods of teaching English. 
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Fewsmith's Elementary Grammar. 
Fewsmith's Grammar of Eng. Language. 

BY WM. FEWSMITH, A.M., AND EDGAR A. SINGER. 

Based on the well-known Murray's System. Easy to understand, the lessons before dreaded 
become a delight to teacher and pupils. Care has been taken in grading every lesson, 
Bodelins rules and definitions, and making erery sentence an example of grammatical 
•ccmacy. 



Publications of CHRISTOPHER SOWER COMPANY. Philadelphia. 

Westlake's How to Write Letters.* 

^^ • 

ThU remarkable work of Professor Westlake is a masterly manual of correspondence, exhibit 
\ng the whole subject in a practical form for the school-room or prirate use, and show- 
ini; the correct Structure, Composition, Pimctuation, Formalities and Uses of the rarioaa 
kinds of Letters, Notes and Cards. The articles on Notes and Cards, Titles and Forms 
of Address and Salutation, are invaluable to every lady and gentleman. 



Westlake's Common School Literature. 

A scholarly epitome of English and American Litrratare, containing a vast fiiad of lafimnft* 
tioB. Af»re euUurt can be derived from it than from many much larger works. 



Lloyd's Literature for Little Folks. 

The gems of child-literature, arranged to furnish easy lessons in Words, Sentences, Language, 
Literature and Composition, united with Object-Lessons. For children in Second Reader. 
Handsomely illustrated. The book is the delight of all children. 



Pelton's Outline Maps*. Large Size. 

These are about 6 by 7 ft. and mounted on ordinary rollers. Price per set of six Maps, $3$. 

Pelton's Outline Maps*. Reduced Size. 

These are about i^ feet square. Priee, on ordin&ry rollers, tza per set of six Mapc. On 
spring rollers with handsome canopy case, 8x8 per set 

1. Physical and Political Map of the VTestern Hemisphere. 

2. Physical and Political Map of the Eastern Hemisphere. 
8. Map of the United States, British Provinces, Mexico, 

Central America and the "West India Islands. 

4. Map of Europe. • 

5. Map of Asia. 

6. Map of 6oath America and Africa. 
Felton's Key to full series of Outline Maps. 

This beautiflil series of Maps is the only set on a large scale exhibiting the main features of 
Physical in connection with those of Political and Local Geography. Notwithstanding 
the many outline maps published since Pelton's series originated tiiis method of teaching 
Geography, the popularity of these elegant maps is undiminished. 



Sample copies sent to Teachers and School Officers for examination upon 

receipt of introduction prices, except those marked (*). Introduction Supplies 
furnished upon most liberal terms. Catalogues and Circulars sent free upon 
application. Correspondence and School Reports solicited. Address 

CHEISTOPHEE SOWEE GOMPAXT, 

PUBLISHERS AND BO^^iC^ELLERS, 

X 




